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Dear Good Shepherd Community,
I am currently gearing up for another year of confirmation with Good 
Shepherd’s phenomenal 6th-9th graders. It would be only 6th-8th but we 
have one student who wants to stay with us another year! It is a very 
eclectic and fascinating group of students!


This year the focus is on the basics of the Christian Faith using Luther’s Small 
Catechism. Some of you know this little gem by heart and can recite it on a dime from 
your confirmation days! I’ve heard you! Some of you did not grow up Lutheran and 
have never seen it before. That’s ok too! One of the beautiful things about Good 
Shepherd is that we come from a wide variety of faith backgrounds—Lutheran, 
Catholic, Methodist, Presbyterian, Unitarian, Mennonite, Hindu, and agnostic just to 
name a few! And some people did not grow up in any faith tradition. It’s wonderful! We 
can learn from one another.


As I have been preparing to teach our kids about the Small Catechism, I have been 
thinking about how very practical and applicable these teachings would be for the rest 
of the congregation. No matter how long you’ve been a Lutheran, or even if you aren’t 
ready to call yourself a Lutheran—I think we could all use a refresher in the basics of 
our Christian Faith. If we are wise, we never stop returning to the basics because 
while the teachings may not change, we do. We go through different ages and stages 
and the world around us changes too. Therefore, how we are called to live out our 
faith in THIS time of our lives needs to be constantly reexamined, and it’s helpful to do 
this learning together! No matter our background or age, we all have room to grow in 
faith and understanding and, we all have something to offer the community when we 
share our life experiences and ask our honest questions.


With that in mind, I want to invite you to a time of learning and growing this fall. I will 
be hosting a class called Life in the Lutheran Lane, with some help from some of the 
very smart professors and pastors we have hanging around our church—including 
Wanda Deifelt, Brad Hanson and Melissa Bills. These classes will be informal, 
interactive, and hopefully, FUN! 


Take a look at the dates and times. You are welcome to come even if you can’t make 
it to all. We’d love to have you, and feel free to invite a friend!


Your fellow traveler, 


Pastor Kristen
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Prayer for the month Offered by Jane Jakoubek
O God, thank you for creating us in your image and sending us forth with gifts to share 
with the world. Thank you for claiming us as beloved children. Thank you for being with 
us when the world calls us by other names, when other voices pull us away from you, 
and when our own weaknesses and fears lead us to look elsewhere for what our hearts 
and lives need most.  
  
Be with us today. Help us keep turning to you. Help us remember that all our hearts 
most truly yearn for is found in your love, your truth and your way. Thank you for being 
the One who Creates, the One who Rescues, and the One who Sustains, now and 
always. Amen.  

As part of a community-wide faith event, we welcome Luther students 
as they join us for worship this Sunday! Luther College's Nordic Choir 
under the direction of Dr. Tim Peter will share their music with us. 
We encourage everyone to wear your college gear in support of our 
student guests!

Walk to Church Sunday — September 6

New Member Interest Meeting
Sunday October 11,
11-12 in the Library

If you are considering joining Good Shepherd, you are most welcome 
and this event is for you! This will be an informal time for prospective 
members to meet with Pastor Kristen and other leaders of the church 
to learn more about our congregation and what it means to be a 
member. It does not commit you to joining. Children are welcome! If 

childcare in the nursery would be helpful, please let us know and we will make arrangements. If you 
plan to attend, please sign up on the Welcome Table in the Gathering Space. 

If you already know that you plan to become a member, please click here or scan this 
code to fill out our membership form online so that we can include you in everything 
happening at Good Shepherd. 

We plan to receive new members in worship on Sunday October 18. You can 
still join even if you are not available on that Sunday. 

https://forms.gle/hxEZ3HFiACgqYdLB8
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Scripture for the month
Sunday, September 6 
Genesis 1:1-5 Creation of the heavens and the earth 
Psalm 148  God’s splendor is over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:13) 
John 1:1-5  All things came into being through the Word 

Sunday, September 13 
Genesis 50:15-21 Joseph reconciles with his brothers 
Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy. (Ps. 103:8) 
Romans 14:1-12 Accepting diversity in the community of faith 
Matthew 18:21-35 A parable of forgiveness in the community of faith 

Sunday, September 20 
Jonah 3:10—4:11 God’s concern for the city of Nineveh 
Psalm 145:1-8 The Lord is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
Philippians 1:21-30 Standing firm in the gospel 
Matthew 20:1-16 The parable of the vineyard workers 

Sunday, September 27 
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 The fairness of God’s way 
Psalm 25:1-9 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love. (Ps. 25:6) 
Philippians 2:1-13 Christ humbled to the point of death on a cross 
Matthew 21:23-32 A parable of doing God’s will 

http://goodshepherddecorah.org/2026-picnic
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VBS 2026!

Good Shepherd 2026 VBS was a hit! 

We had 17 kids who participated, and many 
youth and adults who volunteered to help. There 
were Bible stories told in dramatic fashion,  
themed games and crafts, music time led by 
Brooke—complete with their own songbook and 
a quartet of four youth who played in a band to 
help the kids learn several Irish hymns. 

We paired this event with a VBS- Themed Dinner Church on August 10 in which we delved deeper into the 
psalm in table discussion.

We are so thankful for all who helped make this week a success, and especially to Gabby who planned the 
week, recruited volunteers, and led us all through a wonderful week. 
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Adult LIFT (Learning in Faith Together) Sessions for September, 2026
HAVE FUN; DO STUFF; BUILD COMMUNITY; LEARN SOMETHING NEW!

Join us for Adult LIFT programs on Wednesday evenings at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church. A light supper will be served at 5:30, followed by the weekly program, with a short 
prayer and closing at 7.

Schedule for September, 2026:

September 9: “Welcome to LIFT!”
With Bob Larson
As we set out on a new year of Adult LIFT, let’s take a moment to tell our stories. How did 
we get here? What are we up to? What brings us together at Good Shepherd? And what 
does our faith have to do with it? Each of us has stories to tell. Join us for this playful, 
interactive session led by Emeritus Professor of Theatre, Bob Larson, who knows a whole 
lot about play and storytelling.

September 16: “Girls Matter, Period!”
With Sue Blom
Did you know that Thrivent will help subsidize individual congregation members with seed 
money for eligible projects? It’s up to $250, twice a year! In this program, we’ll learn how 
Sue Blom uses her Thrivent Action Grant to make sanitary kits for girls who otherwise would 
find it impossible to attend school. We’ll help Sue get started on her next shipment. Hear 
how other members of Good Shepherd have tapped into this seed money–and start 
dreaming: what could you do?

September 23: “N. T. Wright and the New Testament”
With Dan Raney and Martin Klammer
In this program, we’ll explore and discuss a selection of writings by Nicholas Thomas 
Wright, a New Testament scholar, Pauline theologian and Anglican bishop. How can Wright 
help us see these familiar texts anew? Come with your reactions and your questions!

September 30: “The ELCA’s National Day of Remembrance for Indian Boarding 
Schools”
With Peter Scholl
On the Day of Remembrance, we’ll learn how Lutheran institutions, including Luther 
College, contributed to the painful history of Indian Boarding Schools. Peter Scholl will lead 
us through the particular history of the Bethany Indian Mission School in Wittenberg, 
Wisconsin. We’ll share resources prepared by the ELCA to help us mark this day.

Adult LIFT programming at Good Shepherd is organized by Martin Klammer, Lise 
Kildegaard, and Norman Friedrich, in consultation with Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt. It is 
open to all. Participants don’t need to prepare anything, and there won’t be any follow up 
quizzes. Unless you count one of Martin’s Good Shepherd Jeopardy extravaganzas!



10

Children’s Offering for September: 
The Shepherd Society

Established in Bethlehem in June 1996, 
the Shepherd Society has been assisting 
struggling Palestinians in the West Bank 
with meeting basic needs such as food, 
employment, and medical care. In 2007 
their outreach extended to Gaza, and in 
2013 they began bringing refugee aid to 
refugees located in Jordan. As the 
charitable arm of Bethlehem Bible 
College, it is one of the avenues through 
which we respond to the Gospel’s call to 
love our neighbor and care for the poor. 
The goal of the Shepherd Society is to 
provide a means for the global 
community and Christians worldwide to encourage and financially assist the struggling 
Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza along with the Iraqi and Syrian refugees in 
Jordan. 

Martha Monson Lowe will lead an informational adult forum about the Shepherd 
Society after worship on Sunday, September 13.

We raised $1,412.78 for Postville fire relief in August. Thank 
you for your benevolent generosity!
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Thanks to everyone at Good Shepherd. You helped make 
William’s 55th birthday wonderful! Thanks for the cards, honks, 

waves and wonderful time together at the Whippy Dip.
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Dinner Church - VBS edition! On August 
12 we had beautiful intergenerational 
conversation, connection and fellowship 
at our final Dinner Church of the summer. 
All ages came together for yummy food, 
fellowship and time to reflect together on 
the promises of Psalm 23. Jesus fed us 
as we served one another Communion 
around the table! 

A huge thank you to our Outreach and 
Hospitality Committee as well as Jon 
Lund, Christy Tomlinson, Ann Naslund and 
others for their assistance in putting this 
together, and a big thank you as well to 
Brooke Joyce and our wonderful VBS 
Quartet! Finally a thank you to Gabby for 
all of her organization and oversight of a 
wonderful week of VBS. Our hearts are full 
and we are so thankful! 
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Pastor Kristen, Alex Anderson and Brooke Joyce traveled to Waterloo on 
Wednesday, August 26 to visit the Jesse Cosby Community Center, which 
we identified as the recipient of our 2026 Reparations Royalties Donation. 


We had a wonderful meeting with their executive director, Debra Hodges-
Harmon, attended their monthly birthday party and luncheon, and led the community 
members in an impromptu sing-a-long! This organization is a hub of the local community 
in East Waterloo, and we look forward to continuing to build relationships with them. We 
hope to host their gospel choir for a concert in the coming year--stay tuned!



14

WELCA Newsletter

Good Shepherd will be hosting Bingo at the Highlands on Tuesday, Sept 8 at 2:45 pm. Sign up 
sheets will be available in the Gathering space. 

The Fall Upper Iowa Cluster D Gathering will be held on September 26, at Springfield Lutheran

rural Decorah beginning with coffee at 8:30am and the Gathering beginning at 9am. Speaker will be

Deana Hageman, RSVP director. ALL ARE WELCOME! PLEASE JOIN US! Contact Bev Sheridan for

carpool information.


LWR in-gathering will be held Saturday, November 7, 2026 from 7:30 am to 10:30 am at Olson's 
Explosives and Trucking, 1837 Trout Run Rd, Decorah, IA 52101 

Gather Bible Study 

Fall 2026: “Bold faith on an unexpected journey,” by the Rev. Tiffany Chaney 

Faith often leads us down paths we didn’t expect—into wilderness places, across unfamiliar lands, 
and through seasons of grief and hope. This three-session study takes us on a journey with Hagar, 
Ruth how God sees both them and us in our own wilderness experiences.


Session 1: Encountering God in the wilderness Scripture: Genesis 16:1–16; 21:8–21


Hagar, an enslaved woman pushed to the margins, encounters God in the wilderness. When she

believes all hope is lost, God sees her, hears her and reshapes her story. Her witness reminds us that

God meets us in deserted places with vision and promise. This session invites participants to consider

who is marginalized in our world today and to reflect on provision. In Ruth’s story, we see how God

weaves love, community and promise through even the most uncertain paths. This session invites

participants to reflect on the risks of faith, the gift of relationships and the ways God works through

everyday loyalty to bring forth extraordinary love. 


Session 2: Choosing loyalty, finding love Scripture: Ruth 1:1–22; 2:8–12; 4:13-17


Ruth, a Moabite widow, chooses to remain with her mother-in-law Naomi and step into an unknown

future. Her bold faith is revealed in loyalty, courage and openness to God’s and Mary Magdalene,

women whose bold faith transformed their unexpected stories. Their encounters with God remind us

that we, too, are seen, sustained and sent to carry good news into the world.


Session 3: Proclaiming resurrection in hope Scripture: John 20:1–18


Mary Magdalene’s journey transitions from that of a grieving friend to the first preacher of the good

news, after she shows up at the empty tomb and encounters the risen Jesus. Her story declares that

women are entrusted to carry resurrection hope into a hurting world. This session encourages

participants to recognize their own call to bear witness and to proclaim hope in Christ. (from Gather

magazine)
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WELCA Newsletter

Upcoming events: 
Sept 8: Bingo at the Highlands, 2:45

Sept 22: Gather Bible study, Fellowship hall, assemble school kits at 6:30 pm, bible study at 7 pm

Connie Buresh-Bible study, Sharon Drew-refreshments. All are welcome!

Sept 26: Cluster D Fall Gathering, Springfield Lutheran, rural Decorah, 8:30 am coffee, 9:00am

Gathering

Nov 7: LWR in-gathering, Olson's Explosives & Trucking, 7:30 am to 10:30 am


This fall we will be collecting items for LWR school kits and baby care kits. Thank you to all have

donated supplies for kits during the month of August. We will continue to collect school supplies until

September 20 and baby items until October 18. School kits will be assembled on Tuesday September

22 and baby care kits on October 27. Items needed for school kits are 70 sheet notebooks of wide or

college-ruled paper, 30 cm ruler, pencil sharpener, blunt scissors, #2 unsharpened pencils, black or

blue ballpoint pens, box of 16 or 24 count crayons, 2 1⁄2 “ eraser. Items needed for baby care kits are

cloth diapers, small hand towels, infant sleepers, receiving blankets(up to 50 “square), sweater or

jacket, cotton t-shirts, and 4 ounce soap bars. If you have questions, you can contact Sue Blom 320-

491-7172 or Jan Siefken 563-380-3008 (baby care kits) or Bev Sheridan, 563-608-3272 (school kits).

Thanks so much for supporting our LWR project this fall. A donation box has been set up in the

fellowship hall.

Good Shepherd’s group at the Commonweal Theater seeing The Spitfire Grill
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Reciprocity: Seeing Connections and Relationships Everywhere 
by Jane Jakoubek  

  

When you think about the world, do you consider plants as something to use (enjoy, consume, remove if 
you don’t want them) or do you view them as being of equal worth to yourself and other humans? When 
you eat a meal, do you stop to give thanks to the plants and animals that have given their lives that your 
life can be sustained? How do you take into account care for the earth–the land, waters, air, life forms–in 
how you live?  

Most of us live within a world view that sees plants as things to use as we wish, but certainly not anything 
of equal value to ourselves. Some of us may pause to thank God for the food on our tables but few of us 
pause to thank those who have given their lives to sustain ours. Some of us may pay attention to how 
some of our many daily choices affect the earth, but too often our own desires, interests and preferences 
override any thought to the impact on other people or the land or other forms of life.  

Earlier this Spring, Pastor Kristen invited congregation members to join her in reading “Braiding 
Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants” by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer. Recently eight of those who participated gather to talk about what they had taken away from 
their reading and conversations.  

Reciprocity was the first thing that was named in our conversation, the understanding that every part of 
creation is in reciprocal relationships with every other part. Each plant–every tree, every wildflower, every 
prairie grass, even the plants our culture calls weeds–is part of creation. Indigenous peoples understand 
that each part of creation has its purpose. Each exists in relationship with all the other parts. And because 
of these relationships, reciprocity is a way of living that grounds daily decisions and actions.  

Plants provide food, shelter, medicine, and clothing for us and other creatures. What do we do in return to 
protect the vegetables, fruits and animals that feed us? What do we do in return to thank and care for the 
trees that provide wood for our homes? How do we care for the habitats of cotton plants and wool-bearing 
animals that provide clothing?  

Does all this sound strange? For most of us raised in the traditions and ideas of cultures that produced the 
stereotypical American culture, these are strange ideas indeed. And yet, for the Good Shepherd folks who 
read “Braiding Sweetgrass” they feel like new ways of seeing the world that are more life-giving, inviting. 
They beckon us into a world where life is more connected: people to the land, the land to people, people to 
each other. And there is a lot that reminds us of how Jesus invites people to live.  

Intrigued? “Braiding Sweetgrass” is written in a way that invites the reader to learn, to see. It’s stories are 
interspersed with information from the scientific world in ways that lead us into a new way of seeing. 
Another resource to explore is the Tapestry Institute, where non-Indigenous people are invited into the 
world of Indigenous knowledge (see tapestryinstitute.org). 

We will have two more opportunities at Good Shepherd to learn about our Indigenous siblings on 
November 4th and 18th, including a Three Sisters meal. Stay tuned for updates!  

http://tapestryinstitute.org/
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Treasurer’s Report from John Moeller
2026 2nd Quarter 

This report should have appeared in the August newsletter but was omitted. We apologize for the error.

Expenses
Our total expenses through June were $216,807.47.

·       Our total expenses last year at this point were $204,197.21. We expected our costs to go up 
this year so that should not be a surprise. The primary increase is in the broad category of 
personnel, with the two main items being the expanded role of the Communication 
Engagement Coordinator and the shift from interim pastors to a full-time pastor.  

·       If we spend at the same rate the second half of the year, our expenses would be $433,614.  
That is less than the $451,808 we budgeted for the year. We are a bit behind on our 
benevolence payments and we currently are not spending as much as we budgeted for office 
operations.  

·       I don’t see any red flags on our spending to date.
 
Income

·       Our income through June was $218,869.94. That means our income is $2,062.47 more than 
our expenses. 

·       In addition to that reported income, we have $12,157.04 I have not recorded as regular 
income because that reflects 2026 total offerings for a small number of persons who made an 
annual gift earlier in the year.  

 
One way of assessing how well we are doing regarding income is to compare with our projected 
regular giving.  Our 2026 statements of intent projected $410,000 in offerings. We might expect, 
therefore, regular giving of $210,000 at this point. In fact, our regular giving as of June 30 was 
$211,296.  We are right where he hoped to be.
 
We also look good when compared to all giving last year. I have been more active in recording one-
time annual payments, which explains the difference between annual and semi-annual giving in 2025 
and 2026. 

       2025                          2026
                  Envelope Offering                                                         $71,491                 $55,218
                  Direct Bank Offering                                                     $69,063                 $67,595
                  Qualified Charitable Offering                                        $51,193                 $88,483
                  Annual and Semi-Annual Offering                                $36,272                 $12,157
                    placed in a designated account

    Total Offering                                                            $228,019                   $223,453
 
This chart shows some decline in total giving but that may reflect when folks are making their annual or 
semi-annual gift.
 
What Should we Conclude?
It seems as if we are on track with what we expected when we prepared the budget. Recall that we 
built the budget with the assumption we would use $20,000 from previous surpluses. With luck, we will 
not have to resort to those funds but there can be unexpected expenses and it may be that those folks 
making annual payments have chosen to do so early in the year rather than at the end of the year (that 
means second half giving would be less than first half giving). At this point I do not see anything that 
should concern us.
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Mondays, 6:15pm, starting September 14: Life in the Lutheran Lane 
Tuesdays, 9:30am: Bible Study with Pastor Kristen 
Wednesdays, 5:30pm, starting September 9: Learning In Faith Together (LIFT) 
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