GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

We Are God'’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture psaim 100:3
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The Sower by James J. Tissot

July 12, 2026 - 7t Sunday after Pentecost

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

rise in body or spirit when indicated by *
PRAYER BELL AND WELCOME
PRELUDE: Prelude — Claude Debussy
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:

Blessed be the holy Trinity,t* one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.”

In the name of God, Creator, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN: Light Dawns on a Weary World 726 Red Hymnal
D —
G PR 5 .
~ o - .
1 Light dawns on a wea -1y world when eyes be - gin to
2 Love grows in a wea -ty world when hun - gry hearts find
3 Hope blooms in a wea -1y world when crea-tures, once for -
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see all peo -ple’s dig - ni - ty. Light dawns on a
bread and chil -dren’s dreams are fed. Love grows in a
lorn, find wil - der - ness re - born. Hope blooms In a
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wea - ry  world: the prom-ised day of jus - tice comes.
wea - ry  world: the prom-ised feast of plen - ty comes.
wea - ry  world: the prom-ised green of E - den comes.

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: TEMPLE OF PEACE, William P. Rowan, b. 1951

Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL. 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © 2000 William P. Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace,
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as all the world in won-der ech - oes sha - lom.
*GREETING:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, in peace,let us pray to the Lord.
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mer - cy. Lord, have mer - cy.




mer - cy.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:
Almighty God,
we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit
help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope
and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

KIDS’ TIME
READING: Isaiah 55:10-13

10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
1'so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which | purpose
and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.

12 For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace;

the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,

and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



PSALM 65:1-2, 9-13
1You are to be praised,
O | God, in Zion;
to you shall vows | be fulfilled.
2To you, the one | who answers prayer,
to you all ! flesh shall come.
?You visit the earth and water it abundantly;
you make it very plenteous; the river of God is | full of water.
You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth.
10You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its increase.
1 You crown the year | with your goodness,
and your paths over- | flow with plenty.
12 May the fields of the wilderness be ! rich for grazing,
and the hills be | clothed with joy.
13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks,
and the valleys cloak them- | selves with grain;
let them shout for | joy and sing.

READING: Romans 8:1-11
! Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and
of death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do:
by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he
condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. > For
those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. ¢ To
set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does
not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot
please God.

? But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to
him. 10 But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is
life because of righteousness. '! If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead



dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your
mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
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life. Al-le - lu - ia!

Text and Music: Marty Haugen; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

' That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the

whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables,
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a

path, and the birds came and ate them up. > Other seeds fell on rocky ground,
where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no

depth of soil. ¢ But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no
root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up
and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. °If you have ears, hear!”

18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. '° When anyone hears the word of
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away

what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately

receives it with joy, 2! yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while,
and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person

immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who
hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word,

and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who
Y g g



hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case
a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON: Mysterious Farming Practices

HYMN OF THE DAY: We Plow the Fields and Scatter

Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
680 Red Hymnal
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A - ra - mos nues-tros cam-pos, 'y lue- goel sem - bra - dor
1 We plow the fields and scat - ter the good seed on the Iland,
2 You on - ly are the mak - er of all things near and far.
3 We thank you, our cre - a - tor, for all things bright and good,
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en e-llos la si- mien-te es - par-ce con a - mor.
but it is fed and wa-tered by God’s al-might-y hand,
You paint the way-side flow - er, you light the eve - ning star.
the seed-time and the har-vest, our life, our health,our food.
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Mas es de Dios la ma-no que laha - ce ger - mi - nar,
who sends the snow in win-ter, the warmth to swell the grain,
The winds and waves o - bey you, by you the birds are fed;
No gifts have we to of - fer for what your love im - parts
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ca - lor 'y llu- via dan-do a to-dos por i - gual.
the breez-es and the sun-shine, and soft re- fresh-ing rain.
much more to wus, your chil-dren, you give our dai - ly bread.
but  what you most would trea-sure— our hum-ble, thank-ful hearts.

Text: Matthias Claudius, 1740-1815; English tr. Jane M. Campbell, 1817-1878, alt.;
Spanish tr. Emesto Baricio, 1866-1948

Music: Luis Olivieri, b. 1937
Music © 1989 Abingdon Press, admin. The Copyright Company

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:
Response: God of grace, hear our prayer.



*PEACE OF CHRIST
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
We share peace by waving to those worshipping online or through the public access

channel and then with those in the sanctuary.

OFFERING AND CHILDREN’S OFFERING
Children are invited to come forward to get a pail to collect change and bills for our

mission of the month, which is the Winneshiek County Historical Society.
To give online, scan here.

Sl

Thank you so much for your support of our shared ministry! (i

OFFERTORY MUSIC: Down to the River — Negro Spiritual
*OFFERTORY SONG: As the Grains of Wheat (verse 1)

Refrain
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As the grains of wheat once  scat-tered on the hill were
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gath-ered in-to one to be -come our bread;  so may all your peo-ple from
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1 As this cup of bless-ing 18 shared with-in  our midst,
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may we share the pres - ence  of your love.
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*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray...
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in
you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and

forever. Amen.



*GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is
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right to give God thanks and praise.
It is indeed right... join their unending hymn:
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Bless - ed is the  one who comes in your name. Ho -
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san -na in the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION
*LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us; Save us
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory, are yours now and forever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’'s table.
COMMUNION SONG:

Congregation: Congregation or Assistant:
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the
you break thechains of ha - tred and
you are the way of jus-tice and
you are the way of mer-cy and
Congregation:
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world: have mer - cy on us, mer - Cy on us,
fear:
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

Text and Music: Marty Haugen; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.



HYMNS: Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil 512 Red Hymnal
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way. When my heart is cold,
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warm it with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

B B B B &

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson
Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



For the Fruit of All Creation

679 Red Hymnal
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la - bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir - it, thanks be to God.
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For these gifts to ev - ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give our neigh-bor, God’s will is  done.
For the good we all in - her - it, thanks be to God.
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For the plow -ing,
In our world-wide task of car - ing
For the won - ders that as-tound us,

sow -ing, reap - ing,

for the hun - gry
for the truths that

si - lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
and de - spair-ing,
still con-found us,

E

Z5

. 13

O i : —
Z> et e i
! | FP e
) SZ5
Yy 1 1 I E‘SS
y v —  — ! K I 523
4 A — : — 1 ) £
YT s 4 : r—‘ +— e o i
\_/r r r © §§§
. . . . . SEEE
fu - ture needs in carth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God. gggé
in  the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will i1s  done. §§§§
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God. g§§§
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Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



TABLE BLESSING

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray...
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name
of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BLESSING

*SENDING SONG: Sent Forth By God’s Blessing

Children are invited to come forward to play percussion instruments.

547 Red Hymnal
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1 Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true faith con - fess - ing,
2 With praise and thanks-giv - ing to God ev - er - liv-ing,
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The sup - per is end - ed. Oh, now be ex - tend-ed
our faith ev - er shar - ing, in love ev - er car - ing,
y 40 { o ! I I i !
 (4n ! P [ _— | | | i P
N e e - »
the fruits of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
em - brac - ing God’s chil - dren, the whole hu - man race.
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The seed of Christ’s teach-ing, re - cep - tive souls
With your feast you feed us, with  your light now

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune

Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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reach-ing, shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
lead us; u - nite us as one 1n this life that we share.
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Your grace shall in - cite us, your love shall u -  nite us
Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
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to work for your  king - dom and an - swer your  call.
give hon - or to Christ and his name that we bear.

*DISMISSAL: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good newsl
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Maple Leaf Rag — Scott Joplin

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 — Hymns: Copyright © Onelicense A-731311
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY:

PRESIDING AND PREACHING: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt

ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce

CANTOR: Mike Kunka

ASSISTING MINISTER: Krista Holland

READER: Stacey Nalean-Carlson

USHERS: Steve and Mara Holland

GREETER: Logan Nalean-Carlson

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Aidan and Keaton Nalean-Carlson

ALTAR GUILD: Jane Kemp, Elizabeth Kaschins

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Ethan Friedrich

FELLOWSHIP: Jutta Anderson, Krista Holland, Kathi Wild, Bethany Volz,
and Stacey, Doug, and Logan Nalean-Carlson



This Week at Good Shepherd
Today, Sunday, July 12t: 7th Sunday after Pentecost

10:45 AM: Fellowship Time; Fellowship Hall; treats: Red Flock
2:00 PM: Krumkake Baking; Kitchen

Monday, July 13t: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM

@:00 AM: Krumkake Batter Making and Baking; Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM: Piano Lessons

1:00 PM: Krumkake Baking; Fellowship Hall
6:30 PM: AL/ANON; Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, July 14t: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM
@:00 AM: Krumkake Baking; Fellowship Hall

9:30 AM: Bible Study with Pastor Kristen; Library — all are welcome
1:00 PM: Krumkake Baking; Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM: Piano Lessons

Wednesday, July 15%: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM
@:00 AM: Krumkake Batter Making and Baking; Fellowship Hall
1:00 PM: Krumkake Baking; Fellowship Hall

3:30 PM: Men’s Coffee Ministry; Lefse Lodge Kafe
6:00 PM: Krumkake Baking; Fellowship Hall

Thursday, July 16th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM
12:30 PM: Scholarship Committee Meeting

Friday, July 17*: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-12 PM

Sunday, July 19%: 8" Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM: Worship, Sanctuary; with Holy Communion
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
10:45 AM: Fellowship Time; Fellowship Hall; treats: Red Flock



YOUTH & FAMILY SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES!
THURSDAY, JULY 16™, 10AM .. o%::

Board games at The Landing! Bring a favorlte board game, or just come

hang out! Your first drink at The Buzz is on us!
()

A SUNDAY IN AUGUST, AFTER WORSHIP =&

We are moving this to August to accomodate the Food Pantry’'s
schedule! Stay tuned!

It's Krumkake Time!

Everyone is invited to join us as we make and sell
krumkake this July! From providing ingredients, mixing E' LYW
batter, making and rolling the treats, or selling & demonstrating
during Nordic Fest, there is a place for everyone! Sign-ups for
ingredients, making batter and baking krumkake are located in
the Gathering Space, and the sign-up for working during Nordic
Fest can either be found by scanning the QR code here or on the
table in the Gathering Space!

July Children’s Offering (D WINNESHIEK COUNTY VCTJ
Our July Children's Offering will be going !L(\f HISTORICAL 1'
towards the Winneshiek County Historical = + SOCIETY <«
Society. Established in 1963, the Winneshiek County Historical Society's
mission is “to protect, collect, preserve and promote the written, oral and
tangible items of historical importance to Winneshiek County and to
cooperate with other organizations to accomplish common goals” (WCHS).
The society is a fully volunteer-run organization in our area.

Thanks to your generous donations, we raised $328.53 for Mosaic in
June! Thank you!



GOOD SHEPHERD VBS 2026!

EMERALD CROSSINGS: AN IRISH
ADVENTURE THROUGH PSALM 23!

AUGUST10™ -13™ | 9AM-12PM

Vacation Bible School (VBS) at Good Shepherd will run from O 0
August 10th-13th, from 9am-12pm! Join us for an adventure %ﬁé
through Ireland as we explore our identity as sheep of God's fold [t
through the words of Psalm 23! Each day, we will discover Jesus as our
Good Shepherd, as well as themes of love, gratitude, and mercy. Each day
will include music, games, crafts, a bible story, and snack! You can find
more information and register using the QR code or on our website!

Join our congregation-wide quilt project!

You are invited to pick up a square and a paint kit from the tables
in the fellowship hall, and you can either paint it here at the
church, or take it home to paint! If you take it home, please return
the square and any remaining paint to the church by July 19! This
quilt will then be assembled by members of the congregation and
given to the lucky winner of our Bingo blackout drawing!



Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy

Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. People on the prayer list are
welcome to remain there for as long as is needed.

Those with health concerns:

o Judy Gregerson « Linda and Jim Morgan, Jane
o David Ramsey Borelli’s sister and brother-in-law
« Jake Hiner o Joan Searles
e Robin Darland « Naomi Craft
« Philip Swanson « Barbara, mother of Christy Vrtis
e Marilyn Anderson o Anthony McCabe
« Mic Martin « Mickey Slind
o Dick Schmidt, Brian Larsen- « Jon Wendling
Schmidt's dad « James Barth
« Barbara Nasby, best friend of « Ginny Olson
Stephanie Hoff « LaVerne Ramsey
« Ann Fredrickson, friend of Gabby « Harland Nelson
Bizal o Carrie Solberg
« Bob Wilson o Jutta Anderson

To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please
email Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org, call (563) 382-3963, scan
the QR code, or fill out a card in your pew.




701 lowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101
(563) 382-3963 office@goodshepherddecorah.org

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! It is a joy to worship with you. You are welcome to
enjoy really great coffee, juice, treats, and conversation down the hall after worship
— just follow the crowd. Sit anywherel

e All are welcome at Good Shepherd. God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of
Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect to all, including those who may experience
alienation, distrust, or rejection. We rely on the healing, unconditional love of
God to shape our community in the name of the Good Shepherd.

Wf Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

¢ In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner
congregation, affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender
identities, and gender expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so
that all may participate fully in the life of our congregation. We are an
AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant Minors with
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. Good Shepherd
buildings are Carbon Neutral /Net Zero Energy use.

e Our RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT was approved by the congregation on
February 6th, 2022. Find the full statement at
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the
code.

e ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION, the bread is all non-
gluten. Wine is dark, grape juice light.

GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF:

Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
(563) 202-0780
pastorkristen(@goodshepherddecorah.org

Gabby Bizal; Community Engagement Coordinator
gabby@goodshepherddecorah.org

Brooke Joyce; Music Director
music@goodshepherddecorah.org

Tristan Occhipinti; Office and Building Manager
tristan(@goodshepherddecorah.org

Mike Sammons; Custodian



