
 

 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture Psalm 100:3 

 

June 28th, 2026 – 5th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Introduction: The grace of God is a free gift. Entrusting our lives sets us free 
from the enslaving power of sin and death. From worship we are sent on our 

baptismal mission: to share this liberating gospel with all. 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD. 



 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
rise in body or spirit when indicated by * 

PRAYER BELL AND WELCOME 

PRELUDE: Prelude – Claude Debussy 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.  
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, Creator, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen. 
*GREETING:                      

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

*KYRIE: Leader: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain 

 



 

 
 

 
Leader: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Refrain 
Leader: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and 
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain 
Leader: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 
pray to the Lord. Refrain 
Leader: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
*HYMN OF PRAISE: 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

O God,  
you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy 
reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve 
one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

KIDS’ TIME 

READING: Jeremiah 28:5-9 

Introduction: Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the 
surrounding nations should submit to the king of Babylon (Jer. 27). Hananiah 
contradicted the word of Jeremiah, who in reply insisted that Hananiah’s rosy 
prediction should not be believed until it came true. God confirmed the word of 
Jeremiah and sentenced the false prophet Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17). 
5 The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the 
priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord, 6 and the 
prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfill the words 
that you have prophesied and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of 
the house of the Lord and all the exiles. 7 But listen now to this word that I speak in 
your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8 The prophets who preceded 
you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against 
many countries and great kingdoms. 9 As for the prophet who prophesies peace, 
when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the Lord has 
truly sent the prophet.” 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

 



 

 
 

PSALM 89:1-4, 15-18 
 1 Your love, O Lord, forever | will I sing; 
  from age to age my mouth will pro- | claim your faithfulness. 
 2 For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is estab- | lished forever; 
  you have set your faithfulness firmly | in the heavens. 
 3 “I have made a covenant with my | chosen one; 
  I have sworn an oath to Da- | vid my servant: 
 4 ‘I will establish your | line forever, 
  and preserve your throne for all | generations.’ ” 
 15 Happy are the people who know the | festal shout! 
  They walk, O Lord, in the light | of your presence. 
 16 They rejoice daily | in your name; 
  they are jubilant | in your righteousness. 
 17 For you are the glory | of their strength, 
  and by your favor our might | is exalted. 
 18 Truly, our shield belongs | to the Lord; 
  our king to the Holy | One of Israel. 

READING: Romans 6:12-23            The Message Version of Scripture 
12-14 That means you must not give sin a vote in the way you conduct 
your lives. Don’t give it the time of day. Don’t even run little errands 
that are connected with that old way of life. Throw yourselves 
wholeheartedly and full-time—remember, you’ve been raised from 
the dead!—into God’s way of doing things. Sin can’t tell you how to 
live. After all, you’re not living under that old tyranny any longer. 
You’re living in the freedom of God. 
15-18 So, since we’re out from under the old tyranny, does that mean we can live 
any old way we want? Since we’re free in the freedom of God, can we do 
anything that comes to mind? Hardly. You know well enough from your own 
experience that there are some acts of so-called freedom that destroy freedom. 
Offer yourselves to sin, for instance, and it’s your last free act. But offer 
yourselves to the ways of God and the freedom never quits. All your lives you’ve 
let sin tell you what to do. But thank God you’ve started listening to a new master, 
one whose commands set you free to live openly in his freedom! 
19 I’m using this freedom language because it’s easy to picture. You can readily 
recall, can’t you, how at one time the more you did just what you felt like doing—
not caring about others, not caring about God—the worse your life became and 

Read the 
NRSVUE 

version here: 

 



 

 
 

the less freedom you had? And how much different is it now as you live in God’s 
freedom, your lives healed and expansive in holiness? 
20-21 As long as you did what you felt like doing, ignoring God, you didn’t have to 
bother with right thinking or right living, or right anything for that matter. But do 
you call that a free life? What did you get out of it? Nothing you’re proud of now. 
Where did it get you? A dead end. 
22-23 But now that you’ve found you don’t have to listen to sin tell you what to do, 
and have discovered the delight of listening to God telling you, what a surprise! A 
whole, healed, put-together life right now, with more and more of life on the way! 
Work hard for sin your whole life and your pension is death. But God’s gift is real 
life, eternal life, delivered by Jesus, our Master. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  

Leader: Alleluia! Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 

 
*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 10:24-39 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24 “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave 
above the master; 25 it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the 
slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how 
much more will they malign those of his household! 

  26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be 
uncovered and nothing secret that will not become known. 27 What I say to you in 
the dark, tell in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the 
housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, 
fear the one who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows 
sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your 
Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31 So do not be afraid; 
you are of more value than many sparrows. 
  32 “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will 



 

 
 

acknowledge before my Father in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before 
others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 

  34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come 
to bring peace but a sword. 
 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, 
 and a daughter against her mother, 
 and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, 
 36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and 
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, 38 and whoever 
does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Those who find 
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON: Learning to Live in the Freedom of Grace  Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
*HYMN OF THE DAY: Lord of All Hopefulness          765 Red Hymnal 

 
 



 

 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:   
Response: God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

*PEACE OF CHRIST 
 The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

We share peace by waving to those worshipping online or through the public access 
channel and then with those in the sanctuary. 

OFFERING AND CHILDREN’S OFFERING 
Children are invited to come forward to get a pail to collect change and bills for our 
mission of the month, which is Mosaic of Northeast Iowa. 

To give online, scan here. 
Thank you so much for your support of our shared ministry! 

OFFERTORY MUSIC: God is our Sun and Shield – J. S. Bach  
performed by Laura Barlament 

OFFERTORY SONG: 
 

continued on next page 



 

 
 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray…  

Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
It is indeed right… join their unending hymn: 

 



 

 
 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: Sing once in unison, then in canon: font – center – pulpit side 

 
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

*LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us; Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory, are yours now and forever. Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’s table. 
COMMUNION SONG: 
 



 

 
 

 
HYMNS:  Just as I Am, Without One Plea           592 Red Hymnal 

 

 



 

 
 

I Come with Joy                 482 Red Hymnal 

 

 
TABLE BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray…  
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 

 
 

*BLESSING  

*SENDING SONG: Freedom is Coming             903 Purple Hymnal 
Children are invited to come forward to play percussion instruments. 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

*DISMISSAL: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE: Magnetic Rag – Scott Joplin 
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 – Hymns: Copyright © OneLicense A-731311 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY:  
PRESIDING AND PREACHING: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce 
CANTOR: Reg Laursen 
ASSISTING MINISTER: Karl Wicks 
READER: Brian Larsen-Schmidt 
USHERS: Dan England, Dave Judisch 
GREETERS: Miriam and Paul Skrade 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Sarah Wicks and Nancy Roatch 
ALTAR GUILD: Ann Naslund, Elizabeth Kaschins 
AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Ethan Friedrich 
FELLOWSHIP: Carolyn and Dan England, Gail Judisch, Mary Klimesh,  

Brian and Micah Larsen-Schmidt, Anne Clausen, Sue Blom, Cindy and Jeff Ernst 
 



 

 
 

This Week at Good Shepherd 
Today, Sunday, June 28th: 5th Sunday after Pentecost 

10:45 AM: Fellowship Time; Fellowship Hall; treats: Pink Flock 
11:30 AM: Mosaic Adult Forum 

Monday, June 29th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
9:00 AM: Gluten Free Krumkake Baking 
12:30 PM: Church Staff Meeting 
1:00 PM: Piano Lessons 
1:00 PM: Gluten Free Krumkake Baking 
6:30 PM: AL/ANON; Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, June 30th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
9:00 AM: Gluten Free Krumkake Baking 
9:30 AM: Bible Study with Pastor Kristen; Library — all are welcome 
1:00 PM: Gluten Free Krumkake Baking 
1:00 PM: Piano Lessons 

Wednesday, July 1st: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
3:30 PM: Men’s Coffee Ministry; Lefse Lodge Kafe 

Thursday, July 2nd: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 

Friday, July 3rd: CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED FOR INDEPENDENCE DAY 
 DEADLINE TO BRING KRUMKAKE INGREDIENTS 

Sunday, July 5th: 6th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 AM: Worship, Sanctuary; with Holy Communion 
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
10:45 AM: Fellowship Time; Fellowship Hall; treats: Red Flock 
2:00 PM: Krumkake Batter Making 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy 
Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. People on the prayer list are 

welcome to remain there for as long as is needed. 

Those with health concerns: 
• David Ramsey 
• Jake Hiner 
• Robin Darland 
• Philip Swanson 
• Marilyn Anderson 
• Mic Martin 
• Dick Schmidt,         

 Brian Larsen-Schmidt’s dad 
• Barbara Nasby,        

 best friend of Stephanie Hoff 
• Ann Fredrickson,        

 friend of Gabby Bizal 
• Bob Wilson 

• Linda and Jim Morgan, Jane 
Borelli’s sister and brother-in-law 

• Joan Searles 
• Naomi Craft 
• Barbara, mother of Christy Vrtis 
• Anthony McCabe 
• Mickey Slind 
• Jon Wendling 
• James Barth 
• Ginny Olson 
• LaVerne Ramsey 
• Harland Nelson 
• Carrie Solberg 
• Jutta Anderson 

Those who grieve: 
• The family and friends of Kent Finanger, upon his death on June 12th 
• The family and friends of Marjorie Wharton, upon her death on June 9th 
• Sara Hopkins and family, upon the death of her mother Carol Andreasen on 

May 31st 
• The family and friends of Glendalu Wuest, upon her death on May 14th 

To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email 
Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org, call (563) 382-3963, scan the QR 
code, or fill out a card in your pew. 
 



 

 
 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
701 Iowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101 

(563) 382-3963 office@goodshepherddecorah.org 

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! It is a joy to worship with you. You are welcome to 
enjoy really great coffee, juice, treats, and conversation down the hall after worship 
– just follow the crowd. Sit anywhere!   
• All are welcome at Good Shepherd. God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of 

Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect to all, including those who may experience 
alienation, distrust, or rejection. We rely on the healing, unconditional love of 
God to shape our community in the name of the Good Shepherd. 

• In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner 
congregation, affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender 
identities, and gender expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so 
that all may participate fully in the life of our congregation. We are an 
AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant Minors with 
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. Good Shepherd 
buildings are Carbon Neutral/Net Zero Energy use.  

• Our RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT was approved by the congregation on 
February 6th, 2022. Find the full statement at 
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the 
code. 

• ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION, the bread is all non-
gluten. Wine is dark, grape juice light. 

 
 
 
 
GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF: 
Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
 (563) 202-0780  

pastorkristen@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Gabby Bizal; Community Engagement Coordinator 
 gabby@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Brooke Joyce; Music Director  

music@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Tristan Occhipinti; Office and Building Manager  

tristan@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Mike Sammons; Custodian 


