GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture psaim 100:3

“l go to prepare a place for you.” —Jesus, in John 14:2

May 3", 2026 — Fifth Sunday of Easter

Introduction: As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel
includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s
house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter
reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of
darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way,
our truth, our life.

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD.



love.

ORDER OF WORSHIP

rise in body or spirit when indicated by *
PRELUDE: Noon Song — Chick Corea
PRAYER BELL AND WELCOME

*GATHERING LITANY FOR NEW MEMBER SUNDAY:
People of Good Shepherd, on this new member Sunday, let us remember our
identity and our mission. Who are we?
We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture.
What is our Mission?
We are a congregation empowered by the Good Shepherd to:
« Nurture and support Christ’s flock through Christ-centered worship.
. Welcome all, offering trust and respect while sharing God’s unconditional

« Reach out to the broader community through service and responsible

stewardship of all God’s creation.
God, we look to you to keep us walking faithfully on this path
with Christ at the center.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: Build Us Up, Lord

670 Red Hymnal
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2 Build us up, Lord, build us up; let our
n ]
7 I . . I i J
(an) | ! ! —
) . —o @ s —*
us a strong foun - da - tion. Lead us to do your
lives r1e - flect your glo-ry. Cast a - way  all our
9]
)’ ) |
7\ 4 |
© ¢ .
) < A
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Build us up, Lord, build us up; as we
Build us  up, Lord, build us up; help us
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bear good fruit for you, Lord, give us vi - sion and keep us
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Text: Mark Glaeser, b. 1956, and Donna Hanna, b. 1952
Music: BUILD US UP, Mark Glaeser and Donna Hanna
Text and music © 2003 Augsburg Fortress.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.




*HYMN OF PRAISE:
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Almighty God,

your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love

| 1
reign. Al

Iu -1a.

Al-1le - Iu - ia.

O

one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his
risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

KIDS’ TIME



PSALM 31:1-6, 15-16: From First Nations Version — read responsively
1Grandfather, | wrap myself in you like a warm blanket, for you are
my safe place. Never let shame cross my path.
You who always do what is right,
set me free from those who would harm me.
2Bend down low and turn your ear to hear my weak voice. Come
quickly to my aid. Be the strong rock | can rest on, my strong
lodge when | am kept safe from all harm.
3You have been my rock and my strong lodge.
Because | honor your name, you will guide me on the road of life.
4You will keep me safe from the hidden trap my enemies
have laid for me, for you are the strength of my life.
>Grandfather, | place the care of my spirit into your hands.
You are the one who paid the price to set me free and make me
whole. You are my Sacred Truth Giver.
5] have no respect for those who trust in things that have no worth.
| will put my trust in Grandfather.
1SMy life from beginning to end is in your hands.
Rescue me from the power of my enemies,
from all who would hunt me down and do me harm.
1*Make your face shine like the rising sun on the one who
serves you. Show to me your love that remains faithful and true,
and set me free.

READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow
into salvation 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and
precious in God'’s sight, and > like living stones let yourselves be built into a
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ. ¢ For it stands in scripture:

“See, | am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious,

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,”
8 and

“A stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.



?But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own
people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out
of darkness into his marvelous light.

100Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
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strife; such a life as kll - eth death.

GOSPEL: John 14:1-14
The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;
believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it

were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if |
go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, so
that where | am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place
where | am going.” ° Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are
going. How can we know the way?” ¢ Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know
me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen
him.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON: A Place Prepared Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt



*HYMN OF THE DAY: All Are Welcome (vs. 1,2, 3, 5) 641 Red Hymnal
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1 Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safe - ly

2 Let us build a house where proph-ets speak, and words are strong and
3 Let us build a house where love 1s found in wa - ter, wine and
5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and vi - sions
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hearts learn  to for - give. Built of hopes and dreams and
dream God’s reign a - new. Here the cross shall stand as
peace and jus - tice meet. Here the love of God, through
words with - 1In the Word. Built of tears and cries and
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wit - ness and as sym - bol of God’s grace; here as one we
Je - sus, 18 re - vealed in time and space; as we share 1n
laugh-ter, prayers of faith and songs of  grace, let this house pro-
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all are wel-come, all are wel - come in this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS

APOSTLE’S CREED:
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

When invited, respond: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS:
We welcome you as siblings in Christ into this mission that we share: join us
in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming
word to all the world. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Response: God, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

*PEACE OF CHRIST

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
We share peace by waving to those worshipping online or through the public access channel and then with those
in the sanctuary.

OFFERING AND CHILDREN’S OFFERING

Children are invited to come forward to get a pail to collect change and bills for our
mission of the month, which is the First Nations Development Institute.

OFFERTORY MUSIC: If You Want to Go — Philip Silvey



OFFERTORY SONG:
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bread is bro-ken,the wine is poured, Christis spo-kenand seen and heard.
gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Im-man-u-el) ev-'ry-where!
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Je -sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain,pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!
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*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray...
Merciful God,
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love.
In the name of Jesus, Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

*LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’'s table.



COMMUNION SONG:
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SPECIAL MUSIC: | Will Arise and Go — Shawn Kirchner



COMMUNION HYMNS: Build a Longer Table

1062 Purple Hymnal
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1 Build a long - er ta - ble, not a  high-er wall,
2 Build a saf - er ref - uge, not a larg - er jail;
3 Build a broad - er door - way, not a long-er fence.
4 When we lived as ex - Iiles, ref -u - gees a - broad,
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feed - ing those who hun - ger, mak - ing room for all.
where the weak find shel - ter, mer - cy will not fail.
Love pro - tects all peo - ple, spar - ing no ex - pense.
Christ be - came our door - way to the reign of God.
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Feast - ing to - geth - er, strang-er turns to friend,
For an -y place = where jus - tice is de - nied,
When we em - brace com - pas - sion more than fear,
So must our ta - bles wel - come those who roam.
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Christ breaks walls to piec - es; false di - vi- sions end.
Christ will breach the jail wall, free -ing all in - side.
Christ tears down our fenc - es: all are wel-come here.
None can be ex - clud - ed; all must find a home.

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984
Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol

Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table
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977 Purple Hymnal
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1 Look who gath - ers at  Christ’s ta - ble! Hear the sto - ries
2 Clouds of light sur - round the ta - ble; an - cient fol - low -
3 Their sad sto - ries are re - peat - ed in a thou-sand
4 Bring your joy and bring your sad - ness, and pre - pare to
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be  sur - prised by the host whose hands are wound - ed,
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ny - ing  Christ was ev - er in his  sight; Paul re - lates his
vit - ed north and south and east and west to con-verge a -
breaks it— truth and man-na from a - bove!— and then pass - es
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TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray...
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to

love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.
SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS
*BLESSING

*SENDING SONG: Allelvia! Christ is Arisen (verses 1-3)

375 Red Hymnal

Children are invited to come forward to play percussion instruments.

9 Refrain. I
ANV d L
J & N~
Al - le - lu - ia! Christis a - 1s - en
-4 .
Z—1 = m [r—
© v e T e .
———— . TVT\____/U_
Bright is the dawn-ing of the Lord’s day.
_9_&|1 [ ] I
G- = e ] —
\jj L4 ' o _o __ & Jlu lvdl s —
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fore your ver -y  eyes. Quick - ly re - turn to the dis -
Christ your Lord ap - pears. “Look, it is I, your wound-ed
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ci - ples; bear the good news:“He 1is a - live”
Sav - 1or. Peace be  with you, and do not fear”

Text: Luis Bojos, b. 1937; tr. Martin AS]tzbl‘)Sl
Music: SANI‘ODOMINGO Luis Bojos

937
Text and music © 1974, 2000 Luis Bojos. Pu bh h dby OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright a

administrator.

*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! Thanks be to God.




Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 — Hymns: Copyright © Onelicense A-731311
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Special thanks to Aurora (Adrianna Tam, conductor) for their music this morning!

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY:

PRESIDING AND PREACHING: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt

ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce

ASSISTING MINISTER: Rolf Svanoe

READER: Sara Hopkins

USHERS: Carson Eggland, Jim Buzza

GREETERS: Shelley Hurst, Holly Hurst

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Charlotte Stammeyer, Leah Stammeyer

ALTAR GUILD: Jane Borelli, Marie Freerking

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Carter Thompson

FELLOWSHIP: Bev Sheridan, Kathy Reed, Kathy Buzza, Sara and Steve Hopkins,
Leah Stammeyer, Katie Greving

Today in worship we welcome new members Katie Greving and Becky
and Peter Olafsen. We welcome you with open arms!

Memorial Service for Jim Kruse
Today, May 3rd, Ipm

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Postville :
The memorial service for James (Jim) Kruse will be held on Today at Tom, with a
luncheon at 2:30pm, at St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 116 E. Military Rd, Postville. The
family requests that you wear lowa Hawkeye or any team apyparel. A full obituary
can be viewed by scanning the QR code.

Goals for the Garden

Al are invited to attend a coversational gothering to
discuss the future of our beautiful aarder\ spoce.

V\/ednesday, May G - 515pm

Come enjoy dinner, we wil meet in the Fellowship Hall
Wheather your goal is to Lfeed our
Lriends, find beauty in blooms or simply
enjoy the sunshine in God's great creation,
we would love to hear your ideas and ,
o ¢ .-
aspirations Lor the Future of the gar‘den 4

both this season and in the Future. ‘

N




This Week at Good Shepherd

Today, Sunday, May @: Fifth Sunday of Easter
10:45 AM: Fellowship Time; Fellowship Hall; treats: Purple Flock
11:00 AM: Pink Flock Gathering; Gathering Space
11:00 AM: Orange Flock Gathering; The Landing Market
11:30 AM: Facilities and Grounds committee meeting
1:00 PM: Memorial for James Kruse at St. Paul Lutheran, Postville

Monday, May 4h:. Church Office Hours: 9 ZNPM
9:30 AM: Church Staff Meeting
3:30 PM8 PM: Violin Lessons
5:45 PM:Braiding SweetgraBsok Group with Pastor Kristen
6:30 PM: AL/ANON; Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, May 8: Church Office Hours: 9 ZNPM
9:30 AM: Bible Study with Pastor Kristen; Libkargll are welcome

Wednesday, May 8: Church Office Hours: 9 2NPM
9:30 AM: Opportunity Homes Meeting; Fellowship Hall
3:30 PM: MenOs Coffee Ministry; Lefse Lodge Kafe
5:30 PM: Supper for all; Fellowship Halbandwiches; Ed Committee
6:00 PM: LIFT Programming for all ages
- Adult Learning: Fellowship Hall:
Square Stories with Lise Kildegaard
7:00: Closing Prayer and song together

Thursday, May . Church Office Hours: 9 2KNPM
9:45 AM: College Student Bible Study, Magpie CafZ
12:00 PM:Braiding SweetgraBsok Group with Gabby
3:30-8 PM: Violin Lessons
5:00 PM: Decorah Community Meal; Decorah Lutheran Church
5:45 PM: Book Group with Linda Donoghue

Friday, May 8. Church Office Hours: 9 AR PM
3:30 PM: Regina Downing Recital Rehearsal

Saturday, May 9
2:00 PM: Regina Downing Recital and Reception

Sunday, May 1@ SixthSunday of Easter; Grad Recognition Day
9:30 AM: Worship, Sanctuary; featuring Luther College Norskkor
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen L&skmidt
10:45 AM: Fellowship time; Fellowship Hall; treats: Purple Flock



May Children’s Offering P
First Nations Development Institute £

The First Nations Development Institute is a non-profit dedicated to “uplifting
and sustaining the lifeways and economies of Native communities through
advocacy, financial support, and knowledge sharing”(First Nations). Since 1993,
they have given over 110 million dollars in grants to Indigenous projects and
organizations. You can learn more about them by clicking scanning the QR
code!

BRAIDING

You're invited to a Good
Shepherd Book Study! R

Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific
Knowledge and the Teaching of Plants by Robin Wall Kimmerer.

6 Session Book Discussion with 2 meeting options:

5:45pm-6:45pm on Mondays with Pastor Kristen, April 13 through May 18.
12pm-1pm on Thursdays with Gabby, April 16-May 21

5:45pm-6:45pm on Thursdays with Linda Donoghue, April 16-May 21

We will meet at Good Shepherd (in the Solar Courtyard when temperature allows!)
There will be some copies available for purchase at the church for $22. We will
discuss the first section at our first session. Please sign up in the Gathering Space for
which session you would like to be a part of!



Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy

Praying forothers is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. People on the prayer list are

welcome to remain there for as long as is needed.

Those with health concerns:

Philip Swanson
Marilyn Anderson
Mic Martin
Dick Schmidt,

Brian Larsen-Schmidt's dad
Barbara Nasby,

best friend of Stephanie Hoff
Ann Fredrickson,

friend of Gabby Bizal
Bob Wilson
Linda and Jim Morgan, Jane
Borelli’s sister and brother-in-law
Joan Searles

Those who grieve:

To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please
email Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org, call (563) 382-3963, or

Glenda Wuest
Naomi Craft
Barbara, mother of Christy Vrtis
Anthony McCabe
Mickey Slind

Jon Wendling
James Barth
Ginny Olson
LaVerne Ramsey
Harland Nelson
Carrie Solberg
Jutta Anderson

Diane Kruse and family, upon the death of her husband Jim Kruse
Warren Overlie and family, upon the death of his wife BJ Overlie
Dan Raney and family, upon the death of his aunt Evah Raney

scan the QR code.







701 lowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101
(563) 382-3963 office@goodshepherddecorah.org

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! It is a joy to worship with you. You are welcome to
enjoy really great coffee, juice, treats, and conversation down the hall after worship
— just follow the crowd. Sit anywherel

¥ All are welcome at Good Shepherd. God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of
Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect to all, including those who may experience
alienation, distrust, or rejection. We rely on the healing, unconditional love of
God to shape our community in the name of the Good Shepherd.

Wf Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

¥ In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner
congregation, affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender
identities, and gender expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so
that all may participate fully in the life of our congregation. We are an
AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant Minors with
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. Good Shepherd
buildings are Carbon Neutral /Net Zero Energy use.

¥ Our RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT was approved by the congregation on
February 6th, 2022. Find the full statement at
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the
code.

¥ ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION, the bread is all non-
gluten. Wine is dark, grape juice light.

GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF:

Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
(563) 202-0780
pastorkristen(@goodshepherddecorah.org

Gabby Bizal; Community Engagement Coordinator
gabby@goodshepherddecorah.org

Brooke Joyce; Music Director
music@goodshepherddecorah.org

Tristan Occhipinti; Office and Building Manager
tristan(@goodshepherddecorah.org

Mike Sammons; Custodian



