
 

 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture Psalm 100:3 

 

“I go to prepare a place for you.” –Jesus, in John 14:2 
May 3rd, 2026 – Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Introduction: As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel 
includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s 

house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter 
reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 

darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, 
our truth, our life. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD. 



 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
rise in body or spirit when indicated by * 

PRELUDE: Noon Song – Chick Corea 
PRAYER BELL AND WELCOME 

*GATHERING LITANY FOR NEW MEMBER SUNDAY: 
People of Good Shepherd, on this new member Sunday, let us remember our 
identity and our mission. Who are we?  
We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture. 
What is our Mission? 
We are a congregation empowered by the Good Shepherd to: 
• Nurture and support Christ’s flock through Christ-centered worship. 
• Welcome all, offering trust and respect while sharing God’s unconditional 

love. 
• Reach out to the broader community through service and responsible 

stewardship of all God’s creation. 
God, we look to you to keep us walking faithfully on this path  
with Christ at the center.  
Amen.  

GATHERING HYMN: Build Us Up, Lord               670 Red Hymnal 

 



 

 
 

 

 
*GREETING:  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

  



 

 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE: 

  



 

 
 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

Almighty God,  
your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love 
one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his 
risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

KIDS’ TIME 
  



 

 
 

PSALM 31:1-6, 15-16: From First Nations Version – read responsively 
1Grandfather, I wrap myself in you like a warm blanket, for you are  
     my safe place. Never let shame cross my path.  
You who always do what is right,  
     set me free from those who would harm me. 
2Bend down low and turn your ear to hear my weak voice. Come  
     quickly to my aid. Be the strong rock I can rest on, my strong  
     lodge when I am kept safe from all harm. 
3You have been my rock and my strong lodge.  
     Because I honor your name, you will guide me on the road of life. 
4You will keep me safe from the hidden trap my enemies  
     have laid for me, for you are the strength of my life. 
5Grandfather, I place the care of my spirit into your hands.                                 
     You are the one who paid the price to set me free and make me   
     whole. You are my Sacred Truth Giver. 
6I have no respect for those who trust in things that have no worth.                          
     I will put my trust in Grandfather. 
15My life from beginning to end is in your hands.                                            
     Rescue me from the power of my enemies,                                                     
     from all who would hunt me down and do me harm. 
16Make your face shine like the rising sun on the one who  
     serves you. Show to me your love that remains faithful and true,  
     and set me free. 

READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow 
into salvation 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
  4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: 
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 
  “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 
8 and 
 “A stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 



 

 
 

  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out 
of darkness into his marvelous light. 
 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 

 
GOSPEL: John 14:1-14 

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 
believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so 
that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place 
where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know 
me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen 
him.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON: A Place Prepared        Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
  



 

 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY: All Are Welcome (vs. 1, 2, 3, 5)    641 Red Hymnal 

 
 

 



 

 
 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

APOSTLE’S CREED: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

When invited, respond: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS: 
We welcome you as siblings in Christ into this mission that we share: join us 
in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming 
word to all the world. Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:             Response: God, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

*PEACE OF CHRIST 
 The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

We share peace by waving to those worshipping online or through the public access channel and then with those 
in the sanctuary. 

OFFERING AND CHILDREN’S OFFERING 
Children are invited to come forward to get a pail to collect change and bills for our 
mission of the month, which is the First Nations Development Institute. 

To give online, scan here. 
Thank you so much for your support of our shared ministry! 

OFFERTORY MUSIC: If You Want to Go – Philip Silvey 
  



 

 
 

OFFERTORY SONG:   

 
*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray…  

Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

*LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’s table. 



 

 
 

COMMUNION SONG: 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC: I Will Arise and Go – Shawn Kirchner 
  



 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS: Build a Longer Table        1062 Purple Hymnal 

 

 
  



 

 
 

 Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table               977 Purple Hymnal 

 



 

 
 

TABLE BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray…  
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to 
love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BLESSING  

*SENDING SONG: Alleluia! Christ is Arisen (verses 1-3)         375 Red Hymnal 
Children are invited to come forward to play percussion instruments. 

 
 

*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. 



 

 
 

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 – Hymns: Copyright © OneLicense A-731311 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Special thanks to Aurora (Adrianna Tam, conductor) for their music this morning! 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY:  
PRESIDING AND PREACHING: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce 
ASSISTING MINISTER: Rolf Svanoe 
READER: Sara Hopkins 
USHERS: Carson Eggland, Jim Buzza 
GREETERS: Shelley Hurst, Holly Hurst 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Charlotte Stammeyer, Leah Stammeyer 
ALTAR GUILD: Jane Borelli, Marie Freerking 
AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Carter Thompson 
FELLOWSHIP: Bev Sheridan, Kathy Reed, Kathy Buzza, Sara and Steve Hopkins,  

    Leah Stammeyer, Katie Greving 
 
 

 

!  

Today in worship we welcome new members Katie Greving and Becky 
and Peter Olafsen. We welcome you with open arms! 



 

 
 

This Week at Good Shepherd 
Today, Sunday, May 3rd: Fifth Sunday of Easter 

10:45 AM: Fellowship Time; Fellowship Hall; treats: Purple Flock 
11:00 AM: Pink Flock Gathering; Gathering Space 
11:00 AM: Orange Flock Gathering; The Landing Market 
11:30 AM: Facilities and Grounds committee meeting 
1:00 PM: Memorial for James Kruse at St. Paul Lutheran, Postville 

Monday, May 4th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
9:30 AM: Church Staff Meeting 
3:30 PM-8 PM: Violin Lessons 
5:45 PM: Braiding Sweetgrass Book Group with Pastor Kristen 
6:30 PM: AL/ANON; Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, May 5th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
9:30 AM: Bible Study with Pastor Kristen; Library Ñ  all are welcome 

Wednesday, May 6th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
9:30 AM: Opportunity Homes Meeting; Fellowship Hall 
3:30 PM: MenÕs Coffee Ministry; Lefse Lodge Kafe 
5:30 PM: Supper for all; Fellowship Hall Ð Sandwiches; Ed Committee 
6:00 PM: LIFT Programming for all ages 

- Adult Learning: Fellowship Hall:  
Square Stories with Lise Kildegaard 

7:00: Closing Prayer and song together 

Thursday, May 7th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
9:45 AM: College Student Bible Study, Magpie CafŽ 
12:00 PM: Braiding Sweetgrass Book Group with Gabby  
3:30-8 PM: Violin Lessons 
5:00 PM: Decorah Community Meal; Decorah Lutheran Church 
5:45 PM: Book Group with Linda Donoghue 

Friday, May 8th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-12 PM 
 3:30 PM: Regina Downing Recital Rehearsal 

Saturday, May 9th: 
 2:00 PM: Regina Downing Recital and Reception 

Sunday, May 10th: Sixth Sunday of Easter; Grad Recognition Day 
9:30 AM: Worship, Sanctuary; featuring Luther College Norskkor 
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
10:45 AM: Fellowship time; Fellowship Hall; treats: Purple Flock 
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Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy 
Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. People on the prayer list are 

welcome to remain there for as long as is needed. 

Those with health concerns: 
• Philip Swanson 
• Marilyn Anderson 
• Mic Martin 
• Dick Schmidt,          

 Brian Larsen-Schmidt’s dad 
• Barbara Nasby,        

 best friend of Stephanie Hoff 
• Ann Fredrickson,       

 friend of Gabby Bizal 
• Bob Wilson 
• Linda and Jim Morgan, Jane 

Borelli’s sister and brother-in-law 
• Joan Searles 

• Glenda Wuest 
• Naomi Craft 
• Barbara, mother of Christy Vrtis 
• Anthony McCabe 
• Mickey Slind 
• Jon Wendling 
• James Barth 
• Ginny Olson 
• LaVerne Ramsey 
• Harland Nelson 
• Carrie Solberg 
• Jutta Anderson 

Those who grieve: 
• Diane Kruse and family, upon the death of her husband Jim Kruse 
• Warren Overlie and family, upon the death of his wife BJ Overlie 
• Dan Raney and family, upon the death of his aunt Evah Raney 

To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please 
email Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org, call (563) 382-3963, or 
scan the QR code. 
!  
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
701 Iowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101 

(563) 382-3963 office@goodshepherddecorah.org 

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! It is a joy to worship with you. You are welcome to 
enjoy really great coffee, juice, treats, and conversation down the hall after worship 
– just follow the crowd. Sit anywhere!   
¥ All are welcome at Good Shepherd. God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of 

Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect to all, including those who may experience 
alienation, distrust, or rejection. We rely on the healing, unconditional love of 
God to shape our community in the name of the Good Shepherd. 

¥ In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner 
congregation, affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender 
identities, and gender expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so 
that all may participate fully in the life of our congregation. We are an 
AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant Minors with 
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. Good Shepherd 
buildings are Carbon Neutral/Net Zero Energy use.  

¥ Our RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT was approved by the congregation on 
February 6th, 2022. Find the full statement at 
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the 
code. 

¥ ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION, the bread is all non-
gluten. Wine is dark, grape juice light. 

 
 
 
 
GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF: 
Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
 (563) 202-0780  

pastorkristen@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Gabby Bizal; Community Engagement Coordinator 
 gabby@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Brooke Joyce; Music Director  

music@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Tristan Occhipinti; Office and Building Manager  

tristan@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Mike Sammons; Custodian 


