GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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May 10, 2026 — Sixth Sunday of Easter

Introduction: Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus
comes to abide with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are
reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in
baptism and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform

us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world.

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

rise in body or spirit when indicated by *

PRAYER BELL AND WELCOME
PRELUDE: Cantate Domino — Hans Leo Hassler Luther College Norskkor
*GATHERING LITANY FOR NEW MEMBER SUNDAY:

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluvia!

We gather in the strong name of our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer.

Amen.

Let us give thanks for the grace-filled gifts of baptism.
Woater may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.
Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

Creator, We thank you for the waters of creation that nourish us: the waters of our
mother’s womb, morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves,

the Upper lowa River and the springs that feed it.

Creator, You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you came to walk with us on our earthly journey.

We thank you for joining us in our joys and sorrows.

Thank you for your teaching and healing and your life-giving death and
resurrection.

Jesus, guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you continue the work of Jesus, guiding, comforting, and helping us see
God.

Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.

Spirit, guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Trinity, we thank you for the gifts of baptism, and for making us a new
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and
forever. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: Holy Spirit, Truth Divine (vs. 1-4)

398 Red Hymnal

| | |
; I ! I ! 1 I 1
—T— — e
s — o
1 Ho-ly Spir-it, truth di-vine, dawn up - on this soul of mine;
2 Ho-ly Spir-it, love di - vine, glow with-in this heart of mine;
3 Ho-ly Spir-it, pow’r di - vine, for - ti - fy this will of mine;
4 Ho-ly Spir-it, peace di - vine, still this rest-less heart of mine;
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breath of God and in - ward light, wake my spir - it, clear my sight.
kin - dle ev -’ry high de - sire; purge me with your ho - ly fire.
by your will 1 strong-ly live, brave-ly bear, and no - bly strive.
speak to calm this toss - ing sea, stayed in your tran - quil - 1 - ty.
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Text: Samuel Longfellow, 1819-1892
Music: SONG 13, Orlando Gibbons, 1583-1625

*GREETING:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:
Almighty and ever-living God,
you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy
receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of
your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



KIDS’ TIME
The Garden Song — David Mallett

Inch by inch, row by row
Gonna make this garden grow
All it takes is a rake and a hoe
And a piece of fertile ground

Inch by inch, row by row

God will bless these seeds | sow
God will warm them from below
Till the rain comes tumblin' down

READING: Acts 17:22-28
22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, | see how extremely
spiritual you are in every way. 23 For as | went through the city and looked
carefully at the objects of your worship, | found among them an altar with the
inscription, ‘To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this |
proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is
Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 23 nor is
he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives

to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made all
peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence
and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would
search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed
he is not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our
being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



PSALMODY: In A Deep, Unbounded Darkness 1093 Purple Hymnal
Verse 1: solo, verse 2: Norskkor, verse 3: all
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1 In a deep, un-bound-ed dark - ness, long be - fore the
2 Though our world is ev - er - chang - ing, you are con - stant,
3 Joy trans-forms our lips to boast - ing on - ly in your
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first light shone, you, O God, be - yond all mer - it
firm, and sure, faith-ful to your cov-’nant prom - ise.
match - less grace, send -ing Christ to dwell a - mong us,
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worked a  won-der faith makes known: in your mer - cy,
Trust - ing you, we live, se - cure: sing - ing  prais - es,
Word made flesh in time and space: Friend and  Sav - ior,
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in your mer - cy, you em -braced us
sing - ing prais - es, long as heart and
Friend and Sav - ior, in whose life we
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as your own,
breath en - dure, ev - er-more and ev - er - more.

glimpse your face,

Text: Anonymous, China; tr. Francis P. Jones, 1890-1975; adapt. Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, Plainsong mode V, 13th cent.
Text © 2012 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
READING: 1 Peter 3:13-18

13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 4 But even if you

do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear,

and do not be intimidated, > but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be

ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for

the hope that is in you, '¢ yet do it with gentleness and respect. Maintain a good



conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good
conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 7 For it is better to suffer for doing good,
if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. '8 For Christ also
suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring
you to God.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
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Come, my way, my  truth, my life: such a
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way as  gives us breath; such a truth as ends all
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strife; such a life as kill - eth death.

Text: George Herbert, 1593-1632
Music: THE CALL, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Outside USA: Music © 1911 Stainer and Bell, Ltd.. 23 Gruneisen Road, London N3 1DZ, UK. www.stainer.co.uk.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21 from First Nations Version of the New Testament
The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “If you love me, you will walk in my ways. 14l will
ask the Father to send one who will always walk beside you and guide you on the
good road. '7I am sending the Spirit of Truth, the one this world is not able to
accept because it does not see or know h. But you know him, for he is with you now
and will soon be in you.

18 will not leave you like a child with no parents. | will come back to you.
19Soon this world will no longer see me, but you will see me. Because | will live
again, you will also live. 2°When that day comes, you will know that | am in the
Father, that you are in me, and that | am in you. 2'The ones who walk in my ways
and stay true to my message love me. They will be loved by my Father, and | will
love them and show them my true self.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON: Walking the Good Road with the Spirit Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt



*HYMN OF THE DAY: He Comes to Us as One Unknown

737 Red Hymnal
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1 He comes to us as one un-known, a breath un - seen, un -
2 He comes when souls in si - lence lie and thoughtsof day de -
3 He comes to us in sound of seas, the o - cean’s fume and
4 He comes in love as once he came by flesh and blood and
5 He comes in truth when faith 1is grown; be - lieved, o - beyed, a -
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heard; as though with-in a heart of stone, or shriv-eled seed in
part; half -seen up -on the in - ward eye, a  fall -ing star a -
foam; yet small and still up - on the breeze,a wind that stirs the
birth; to bear with-in our mor - tal frame a life, a death, a
dored; the Christ in all the scrip-tures shown,as yet un-seen, but
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dark -ness sown, a
cross the

pulse of be - ing

sky of night with-in  the
tops of trees, a voice to call us
sav - ing name, for ev-’ry child of

not

un-known, our Sav -1or and our

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926
Music: REPTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918
Text © 1984 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

stirred, a pulse of be-ing

heart, of night with-in the
home, a voice to call us
carth, for ev -’ry child of

Lord, our Sav -ior and our

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Response: God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

*PEACE OF CHRIST
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
We share peace by waving to those worshipping online or through the public access
channel and then with those in the sanctuary.

OFFERING AND CHILDREN’S OFFERING
Children are invited to come forward to get a pail to collect change and bills for our
mission of the month, which is the First Nations Development Institute.

stirred.
heart.
home.
earth.
Lord.




OFFERTORY MUSIC: Non Nobis Domine — Rospehanye Powell Norskkor

OFFERTORY SONG:
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1 Let wus tal-entsand tongues em - ploy, reach-ing out with a  shout of joy:
3 Je - suscalls us in, sends us out bear-ing fruit in a world of doubt,
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bread is bro-ken,the wine is poured, Christ is spo-ken and seen and heard.
gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Im-man-u-el) ev-’ry-where!
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Je -sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain, pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!

Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
Music: LINSTEAD, Jamaican folk tune; adapt. Doreen Potter, 1925-1980
Text and music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray...
Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love.
In the name of Jesus, Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION



*LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.

Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’'s table.
COMMUNION SONG:
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Brazeal Dennard Norskkor

SPECIAL MUSIC: Steal Away — arr.



HYMN: Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth
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735 Red Hymnal
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1 Moth-er-ing God, you gave me birth in the bright
2 Moth-er-ing Christ, you took my form, of - fer - ing
3 Moth - er-ing Spir - it nur - tring one, in arms of
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morn - ing of this world. Cre -a - tor, source of ev - 'ty
me your food of light, grain. .. of life, and grape of
pa - tience hold me close, so that 1n faith I root and
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breath, you are my rain, my wind, my sun.
love, your ver -y bod - y for my  peace.
grow un - ol I flow’r, un til I know.

Text: Jean Janzen, b. 1933; based on Julian of Norwich, ¢. 1342—. 1413

Music: NORWICH, Carolyn Jennings,

b. 1936

Text © 1991 Jean Janzen, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray...

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us

and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to
love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING OF GRADUATES

*BLESSING



*SENDING SONG: Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises 535 Red Hymnal
Children are invited to come forward to play percussion instruments.

Refrain— sung twice each time N
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Ha - le - lu-ya! Pe-lo tsa ro - na, di tha -
Hal - le - lu-jah! We sing your prais-es, all our
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hearts are filled with glad - ness. Hal - le - lu-jah! We sing your
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prais -es, all our  hearts are filled with glad - ness.
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1 Chrst the Lord to us said: I am wine, I am bread,
2 Now he sends us all out, strong in faith, free of doubt,
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Repeat stanza, Ihcn sing refrain
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I am wine, I am bread, give to all who thirst and hun - ger.
strong in faith, free of doubt. Tell to all the joy - ful gos - pel.
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Music: HALELUYA! PELO TSA RONA, South African; arr. Freedom Is Coming

English text and arr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.

Text: South African; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
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Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 — Hymns: Copyright © Onelicense A-731311
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY:

PRESIDING AND PREACHING: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt

ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce

ASSISTING MINISTER: Martin Klammer

READER: Jane Jakoubek

USHERS: Sara Hopkins, Steve Hopkins

GREETERS: Kathy Reed, Katie Greving

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Lulu Bellrichard, Poppy Bellrichard

ALTAR GUILD: Jeri Laursen, Jane Kemp

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Alex Bodnar

FELLOWSHIP: Katie Greving, Kathy Buzza, Kathy Reed, Martin Klammer,
Sara Hopkins, Dan Bellrichard, Liza Hicken

Thank you to Norskkor and their director, Mark Potvin, for sharing their music this morning!

Congratulations! &

Congratulations to all of our graduates! We are so proud of you, and can't wait to
cheer you on and support you through wherever you go next!

Graduating from Decorah High School:

Mikayla Hiner - Heading to Luther College

Oliver Bollinger - Heading to the University of lowa
Keaton Nalean-Carlson - Heading to Luther College

Graduating from Luther College:

Lydia Swarney - with a degree in International Studies, minor in Identity Studies
Allison Dobbins - with degrees in Biochemistry & Spanish

Carter Thompson - with a degree in Exercise Science, minor in Philosophy

Graduating from Gustavus Adolphus College:
Mara Holland - with a degree in Public Health Service

Blessing of the Bikes! % éVé) éVé) éVé) éVé)

Sunday, May 17", immediatly following worship!

In honor of May being declared Walk | Bike Month in Decorah, and May 17 being declared
Walk | Bike to Worship day, we will be having a blessing of the bikes! All bikes are welcome,
from bikes with extra wheels to e-bikes! Join us immediately following the service outside to
Fellowship Hall exterior door by the bike rack for the blessing!



This Week at Good Shepherd

Today, Sunday, May 10t: Sixth Sunday of Easter
10:45 AM: Fellowship Time; Fellowship Hall; treats: Purple Flock

Monday, May 11t: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM
3:30 PM-8 PM: Violin Lessons
5:45 PM: Braiding Sweetgrass Book Group with Pastor Kristen
6:30 PM: AL/ANON; Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, May 12t: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM
9:30 AM: Bible Study with Pastor Kristen; Library — all are welcome
1:00 PM: Church Staff Meeting
6:15 PM: Sons of Norway Meeting; Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, May 13t: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM

@:30 AM: Opportunity Homes Meeting; Fellowship Hall

10:00 AM: Communion Service at Eastern Star

2:30 PM: Communion Service at The Highlands

3:30 PM: Men’s Coffee Ministry; Lefse Lodge Kafe

5:30 PM: Supper for all; Fellowship Hall

6:00 PM: Learning in Faith Together End of Year Celebration:
New Testament Jeopardy followed by Yard Games

7:00: Closing Prayer and song together

Thursday, May 14th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM
@:45 AM: College Student Bible Study, Magpie Café
12:00 PM: Braiding Sweetgrass Book Group with Gabby
1:00 PM: Travel Club Meeting, Fellowship Hall
3:30-8 PM: Violin Lessons
5:30 PM: Stewardship Committee Meeting
5:45 PM: Braiding Sweetgrass Book Group with Linda Donoghue

Friday, May 15": Church Office Hours: 9 AM-12 PM

Sunday, May 17th: Seventh Sunday of Easter
9:30 AM: Jazz Worship, Sanctuary; with Holy Communion
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
10:45 AM: Blessing of the Bikes
11:00 AM: Fellowship Time; Fellowship Hall; treats: Purple Flock
11:00 AM: Lydia Swarney Presentation




Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy

Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. People on the prayer list are
welcome to remain there for as long as is needed.

Those with health concerns:

« Philip Swanson o Glenda Wuest

e Marilyn Anderson « Naomi Craft

« Mic Martin o Barbara, mother of Christy Vrtis

o Dick Schmidt, o Anthony McCabe
Brian Larsen-Schmidt’s dad « Mickey Slind

« Barbara Nasby, « Jon Wendling
best friend of Stephanie Hoff « James Barth

e Ann Fredrickson, « Ginny Olson
friend of Gabby Bizal « LaVerne Ramsey

« Bob Wilson « Harland Nelson

« Linda and Jim Morgan, Jane o Carrie Solberg

Borelli’s sister and brother-in-law « Jutta Anderson

e Joan Searles

To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email
Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org, call (563) 382-3963, scan the QR
code, or fill out a card in your pew.

It’s not too late to join our Good Shepherd Spring Book Study!

Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge
and the Teaching of Plants by Robin Wall Kimmerer.

3 meeting options: BRAIDING
5:45pm-6:45pm on Mondays with Pastor Kristen, Now extended into June. SWEETGRASS
12pm-1pm on Thursdays with Gabby, Now extended into June. ,
5:45pm-6:45pm on Thursdays with Linda Donoghue, April 16-May 21 “

nous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledg

This week Linda’s group will discuss section 5: Burning Sweetgrass. ey
Gabby and Pastor Kristen's groups are moving more slowly and will be

adding sessions in June. Both our groups are still discussing section 2: S L
Tending Sweetgrass.

We will meet at Good Shepherd in the Solar Courtyard, as weather allows.

May Children’s Offering EErde]
First Nations Development Institute G

The First Nations Development Institute is a non-profit dedicated to “uplifting
and sustaining the lifeways and economies of Native communities through
advocacy, financial support, and knowledge sharing”(First Nations). Since 1993,
they have given over 110 million dollars in grants to Indigenous projects and
organizations. You can learn more about them by clicking scanning the QR
code!



A thank you from Diane Kruse & family
Our very heartfelt thanks to the Good Shepherd Church family for the support
and caring of our family during Jim'’s long years of health challenges and at the

time of his passing. Well done good and faithful servants!
Diane Kruse and family

Summer Vacation Bible School Sign-Ups are Live!
August 10" - 13", 9am-12pm

Open to students in PreK-5" grade. 6th-12" grade
students (and adults) can be leaders!

-
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The cost is $20 for the first kid you register, and $10 for each additional

child. There is a $40 cap for families. There is more information located
in the Gathering Space or online at our website.

17,

Help us Update our Directory! {Q‘k

We need your help updating our directory photographs! Some of the
photos are 5+ years old, and being able to put faces to names is extremely
helpful in creating a culture of welcome and inclusion! If you have an
updated photo you would like to submit, you can email Tristan in the office
at office@goodshepherddecorah.org! Thank you!

Good Shepherd Scholarship Recipient Celebration!

Sunday, May 31%, during and after worship

Join us on the 31 of May as we celebrate our 2026-2027 Scholarship
Recipients! This year, we have expanded our reach, and students in our
midst who are not attending ELCA colleges are able to also receive a
scholarship! We have 12 students receiving a scholarship this year! As we get
closer to the date, we will be including more information about our
students, their majors, and what they are involved in!



701 lowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101

Wf Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
(563) 382-3963 office@goodshepherddecorah.org

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! It is a joy to worship with you. You are welcome to
enjoy really great coffee, juice, treats, and conversation down the hall after worship
— just follow the crowd. Sit anywherel

e All are welcome at Good Shepherd. God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of
Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect to all, including those who may experience
alienation, distrust, or rejection. We rely on the healing, unconditional love of
God to shape our community in the name of the Good Shepherd.

¢ In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner
congregation, affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender
identities, and gender expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so
that all may participate fully in the life of our congregation. We are an
AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant Minors with
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. Good Shepherd
buildings are Carbon Neutral /Net Zero Energy use.

e Our RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT was approved by the congregation B
on February éth, 2022. Find the full statement at -%'f :f;«"’:
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the  miZ &

code.

e ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION, the bread is all non-
gluten. Wine is dark, grape juice light.

GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF:

Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
(563) 202-0780
pastorkristen(@goodshepherddecorah.org

Gabby Bizal; Community Engagement Coordinator
gabby@goodshepherddecorah.org

Brooke Joyce; Music Director

music@goodshepherddecorah.org
Tristan Occhipinti; Office and Building Manager tristan@goodshepherddecorah.org
Mike Sammons; Custodian



