GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture psaim 100:3

April 12th, 2026 — Second Sunday of Easter

Introduction: In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them
the gift of peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we experience the resurrection in our
Sunday gathering around word and meal, and in our everyday lives. Throughout the
coming Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles
and the first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we
rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism.

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD.

There is more information about our ministry on the back of the bulletin.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

rise in body or spirit when indicated by *

PRAYER BELL AND WELCOME
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God,
who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us return to the font and open our hearts to our merciful God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Beloved, God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of F
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: Allelvia! Jesus Is Risen! (verses 1, 4, 5)
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Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1969 Contemporary Worship 1, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:
Almighty and eternal God,
the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, may we,
who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s
blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

SONG: sung twice
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.
Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Music: CHILDREN PRAYING, Ken Medema
Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
KIDS’ TIME

READING: Acts 2:14a, 22-32

14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the
crowd]: 22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man
attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did
through him among you, as you yourselves know 23 this man, handed over to you
according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and
killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But God raised him up, having
released him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be
held in its power. 23 For David says concerning him,
‘I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken;
26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades
or let your Holy One experience corruption.
28 You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’



29 “Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a
prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one
of his descendants on his throne. 3! Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection
of the Messiah, saying,

‘He was not abandoned to Hades,

nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
32“This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 16:

! Protect me, O God, for | take ref- | uge in you;
| have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord,
my good a- | bove all other.”
2 All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land,
upon those who are noble a- | mong the people.
3 But those who run after | other gods
shall have their troubles | multiplied.
4] will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods,
never take their names up- | on my lips.
50 Lord, you are my portion | and my cup;
it is you who up- | hold my lot.
¢ My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land;
indeed, | have a ! rich inheritance.
71 will bless the Lord who | gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night | after night.
8] have set the Lord al- | ways before me;
because God is at my right hand, | shall | not be shaken.
° My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices;
my body also shall | rest in hope.
10 For you will not abandon me | to the grave,
nor let your holy one | see the pit.
11 You will show me the | path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy,
and in your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore.



SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christl By his great mercy he
has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading, kept in heaven for you, °> who are being protected by the power of God
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. ¢ In this you
rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that
the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though
perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you love
him, and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with

an indescribable and glorious joy, ? for you are receiving the outcome of your
faith, the salvation of your souls.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
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GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

1 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were
locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 2! Jesus
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send

you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. 23 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But
he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger
in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe.” 282 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have come to believe.”

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not
written in this book. 3! But these are written so that you may continue to believe
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may
have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON: Were You There, When...??! Pastor Dave Lenth
SERMON MUSIC: Were You There?

1

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? ...

Were you there when God raised him from the tomb? ...



*HYMN OF THE DAY: Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (verses 1, 4)
367 Red Hymnal
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Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876—1947, alt.
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengescinge, Koln, 1623
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Response: God in your mercy, hear our prayer.

PEACE OF CHRIST
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

We share peace by waving to those worshipping online or through the public access
channel and then with those in the sanctuary.



OFFERING AND CHILDREN’S OFFERING
Children are invited to come forward to get a pail to collect change and bills for our
mission of the month, which is EWALU camperships.

To give online, scan here.
Thank you so much for your support of our shared ministry!

OFFERTORY MUSIC: Spring, mvt. 1 — Antonio Vivaldi

OFFERTORY SONG:
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We

thank you, Lord, we thank you, Lord, for all

your love.



*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray...

Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love.
In the name of Jesus, Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

*LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’'s table.
COMMUNION SONG:
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COMMUNION HYMNS: You Are Holy (sung twice)

525 Red Hymnal
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Text: Per Harling, b. 1945

Music: DU AR HELIG, Per Harling

Text and music © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress in North America,

South America, and Central America, including the Caribbean.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



There Is a Balm in Gilead

614 Red Hymnal
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Text: African American spiritual

Music: BALM IN GILEAD, African American spiritual




TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray... Amen.
SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BLESSING

*SENDING SONG: Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 545 Red Hymnal

Children are invited to come forward to play percussion instruments during the Sending Song.
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Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt.

Music: SICILIAN MARINERS, Sicilian, 18th cent.
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-’ling through this wil-der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to  your truth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in end-less day.
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*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Believe the good news. Thanks be to God.




Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 — Hymns: Copyright © Onelicense A-731311
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY:
PRESIDING AND PREACHING: Pastor David Lenth
ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce

ASSISTING MINISTER: Lise Kildegaard

READER: Dennis Barnaal

USHERS: Mike Huinker, Ray Torresdal

GREETERS: Dave & Jack Geenen

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Violet Geenen, Hayley Jackson
ALTAR GUILD: Marie Freerking, Jane Kemp

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Carter Thompson

FELLOWSHIP: Doris Barnaal, Kim Huinker, Sonya Geenen, Matt Tapscott, Carol
Hasvold, Sarah McGee

Children’s Offering Update'

During the month of March, we raised $780 for s
Neighbors Helping Neighbors in the Twin Cities Metro L A

area! These funds will be used to help provide rent '

assistance, groceries, and other critical needs for those
scared to leave their homes during the aftermath of
the ICE Metro surge earlier this year! Assistance is still
needed! If you would like to learn about ways to help,

you can use this QR code to access a vetted list of ways

to take action both in-person and online!




This Week at Good Shepherd

Today, Sunday, April 12t: Second Sunday of Easter
10:45 AM: Fellowship Time; Fellowship Hall; treats: Blue Flock
4:30 PM: Northeast lowa Peace and Justice Movie Showing

Monday, April 13t: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM
9:30 AM: Church Staff Meeting
3:30 PM-8 PM: Violin Lessons
4:30 PM: Worship and Music Committee Meeting
5:45 PM: Book Group with Pastor Kristen
6:30 PM: AL/ANON; Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, April 14t: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM
9:30 AM: Bible Study with Pastor Kristen; Library — all are welcome
4:00 PM: Outreach and Hospitality Committee Meeting
4:30 PM: Stewardship Committee Meeting
5:30 PM: Education Committee Meeting

Wednesday, April 15%: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM
3:30 PM: Men’s Coffee Ministry; Lefse Lodge Kafe
5:30 PM: Supper for all; Fellowship Hall = Sandwiches
6:00 PM: LIFT Programming

-Pre-k through 5" Grade: Wednesday School
-6"-8" Grade: Confirmation; Library
- Adult Learning: Fellowship Hall: Food Policy in the United States
with Gabby Bizal
7:00: Closing Prayer and song together, All and Choir
7:15 PM: Choir Practice
8:00 PM: Band Practice

Thursday, April 16t: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM
9:45 AM: College Student Bible Study, Magpie Café
12:00 PM: Book Group with Gabby
12:30 PM: EPIC Scholarship Committee Meeting
3:30-8 PM: Violin Lessons
5:00 PM: Oneota Co-op Monthly Potluck
5:45 PM: Book Group with Linda Donoghue

Friday, April 17t: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-12 PM

Sunday, April 19t: Third Sunday of Easter
9:30 AM: Worship, Sanctuary; with Holy Communion
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
10:45 AM: Fellowship Time; Fellowship Hall; treats: Blue Flock




Thank You!

The Easter Potluck Dinner was a huge success! Approximately 135 meals were
served; the Fellowship Hall and Library were filled and the Gathering Space was
used for overflow. Thank you to the many members of the congregation who
worked together to make the dinner run smoothly. The workforce included 18
youth who directed attendees to tables, served beverages, and bussed dishes.
Most of all, thanks to the congregation and guests for making this Good
Shepherd Easter tradition a wonderful memory.

Thanks to your generosity, we raised over $600 for our Youth Programming
during the Easter potluck dinner! This generous donation is going to help us
continue to build a thriving youth ministry where every young person feels seen,
known, and loved!

®< April Children’s Offering
EWALU Ewalu “Campership” Fund

Camp & Retreat Center

The Good Shepherd Ewalu “Campership” fund provides $100 scholarships to
every member/friend of the church attending camp, regardless of age! Last
year, we sent 10 members to camp, providing $1000 in scholarships! We are
so lucky to have this amazing camp located right here in Northeast lowa, just
an hour away from Decorah. Offering camp for all ages, including Family
Camp and Grandparent Camp, there are opportunities for everyone to get
outside and explore God'’s creation!



You're invited to a Good

Shepherd Book Study! ———

Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific
Knowledge and the Teaching of Plants by Robin
Wall Kimmerer.

ROBIN WALL KIMMERER

6 Session Book Discussion with 3 meeting options:

5:45pm-6:45pm on Mondays with Pastor Kristen, April 13 through May 18.
12pm-1pm on Thursdays with Gabby, April 16-May 21

5:45pm-6:45pm on Thursdays with Linda Donoghue, April 16-May 21

We will meet at Good Shepherd (in the Solar Courtyard when temperature
allows!) There will be some copies available for purchase at the church for
$22. We will discuss the first section at our first session. If you would like to
lead a section of your own, please talk to Pastor Kristen! All are welcome!






Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy

Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. People on the prayer list are

welcome to remain there for as long as is needed.

Those with health concerns:

Philip Swanson
Marilyn Anderson
Mic Martin
Dick Schmidt,

Brian Larsen-Schmidt’s dad
Wanda Rueber
Robin Darland
Barbara Nasby,

best friend of Stephanie Hoff
Ann Fredrickson,

friend of Gabby Bizal
Bob Wilson
Linda and Jim Morgan, Jane
Borelli’s sister and brother-in-law
Joan Searles

Those who grieve:

Glenda Wuest
Naomi Craft
Barbara, mother of Christy Vrtis
Anthony McCabe
Mickey Slind

Scott Barnes

Jon Wendling
Elizabeth Hermeier
James Barth

Ginny Olson
LaVerne Ramsey
Harland Nelson
Carrie Solberg
Jutta Anderson

Diane Kruse and family, upon the death of her husband Jim Kruse

Warren Overlie and family, upon the death of his wife BJ Overlie
Steve Hopkins and family, upon the death of his aunt Verona Zelle
Dan Raney and family, upon the death of his aunt Evah Raney

To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email
Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org or call (563) 382-3963.



701 lowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101

Wf Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
(563) 382-3963 office@goodshepherddecorah.org

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! It is a joy to worship with you. You are welcome to
enjoy really great coffee, juice, treats, and conversation down the hall after worship
— just follow the crowd. Sit anywherel

e All are welcome at Good Shepherd. God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of
Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect to all, including those who may experience
alienation, distrust, or rejection. We rely on the healing, unconditional love of
God to shape our community in the name of the Good Shepherd.

¢ In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner
congregation, affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender
identities, and gender expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so
that all may participate fully in the life of our congregation. We are an
AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant Minors with
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. Good Shepherd
buildings are Carbon Neutral /Net Zero Energy use.

e Our RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT was approved by the congregation
on February 6th, 2022. Find the full statement at
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the
code.

e ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION, the bread is all non-
gluten. Wine is dark, grape juice light.

GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF:

Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
(563) 202-0780
pastorkristen(@goodshepherddecorah.org

Gabby Bizal; Community Engagement Coordinator
gabby@goodshepherddecorah.org

Brooke Joyce; Music Director
music@goodshepherddecorah.org

Tristan Occhipinti; Office and Building Manager
tristan(@goodshepherddecorah.org

Mike Sammons; Custodian



