
 

 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture Psalm 100:3 

LARGE PRINT EDITION 

 

March 15th, 2026 – Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Introduction: Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is 
the story of the man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the 

man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved 
children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with 

oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives. 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD. 
 There is more information about our ministry on the back of the bulletin. 



 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
rise in body or spirit when indicated by * 

PRAYER BELL AND WELCOME 

PRELUDE: Canzona – J. S. Bach 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

Let us return to the font and open our hearts to our merciful God.  
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

Beloved, God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ 
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
  



 

 
 

GATHERING HYMN: O God of Mercy, God of Light verses 1-3   714 Red Hymnal 

 

 
*GREETING:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 



 

 
 

*KYRIE: 

 



 

 
 

 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us.  
By your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our 
hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

KIDS’ TIME 

READING: Ephesians 5:8-10 
8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of 
light, 9 for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10 Try 
to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of 
darkness; rather, expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what such 
people do secretly, 13 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for 
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
 “Sleeper, awake! 
  Rise from the dead, 
 and Christ will shine on you.” 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

 



 

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 

 
GOSPEL: John 9:1-41 

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus 
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that 
God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent 
me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground 
and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to 
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him 
before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and 
beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone 
like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were 
your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it 
on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed 
and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not 
know.” 

  13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now 
it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the 
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, 
“He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees 
said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others 
said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were 
divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It 
was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 



 

 
 

  18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked 
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now 
see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born 
blind, 21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who 
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents 
said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed 
that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the 
synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

  24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they 
said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He 
answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though 
I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he 
open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would 
not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 
disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are 
disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, 
we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an 
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my 
eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 
worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard 
that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from 
God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, 
and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 

  35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, 
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, 
so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one 
speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped 
him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not 
see may see and those who do see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees 
who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are 
we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that 
you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                          Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
 

 



 

 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY: Amazing Grace                779 Red Hymnal 

 

 



 

 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Response: God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

PEACE OF CHRIST 
 The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

We share peace by waving to those worshipping online or through the public access 
channel and then with those in the sanctuary. 

OFFERING AND CHILDREN’S OFFERING 
Children are invited to come forward to get a pail to collect change and bills for our 
mission of the month, which is Neighbors Helping Neighbors. 

To give online, scan here. 
Thank you so much for your support of our shared ministry! 

OFFERTORY MUSIC: Ah, Holy Jesus – Johannes Brahms 
OFFERTORY SONG:   

 
*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray… Amen. 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

*LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’s table. 



 

 
 

COMMUNION SONG: 

 
  



 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS:  Come, Bring Your Burdens to God     1009 Purple Hymnal 

 

 
  



 

 
 

When We Must Bear Persistent Pain            1014 Purple Hymnal 

 

 
  



 

 
 

Feed Us with Hunger for Justice                968 Purple Hymnal 

 

 
TABLE BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray… Amen. 

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BLESSING  
  



 

 
 

*SENDING SONG: Be Thou My Vision                793 Red Hymnal 
Children are invited to come forward to play percussion instruments during the Sending Song.  

 

 

*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Believe the good news. Thanks be to God. 
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 – Hymns: Copyright © OneLicense A-731311 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

  



 

 
 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY:  
PRESIDING AND PREACHING: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce 
ASSISTING MINISTER: Brian Caton 
READER: Linnea Nicol 
USHERS: Alex Engelken, Kirk Johnson 
GREETERS: Jason Engelken, Maryn Engelken 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Veda Shimek, Pranav Caton 
ALTAR GUILD: Jeri Laursen, Marie Freerking 
AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Alex Bodnar 
FELLOWSHIP: Alex and Jason Engelken, Kerry and Kirk Johnson, Brian Caton, 
Marion Pruitt-Jefferson 

  



 

 
 

This Week at Good Shepherd 
Today, Sunday, March 15th: Fourth Sunday in Lent 

10:45 AM: Fellowship Time; Fellowship Hall 

Monday, March 16th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
9:30 AM: Church Staff Meeting 
1:30 PM: Recital Rehearsal 
3:30 PM-8 PM: Violin Lessons 
6:30 PM: AL/ANON; Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, March 17th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
9:30 AM: Bible Study with Pastor Kristen; Library — all are welcome 
6:15 PM: Sons of Norway Meeting; Fellowship Hall 
6:30 PM: Council Meeting 
7:00 PM: Constitutional Observer Training; Upstairs at T-Bocks 

Wednesday, March 18th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
12:15 PM: Lenten Recital Series – Brooke Joyce and Craig Hultgren 
1:00 PM: Acts Lenten Bible Study with Pastor Kristen; Library 
3:30 PM: Men’s Coffee Ministry; Lefse Lodge Kafe 
5:30 PM: Soup Supper for all; Fellowship Hall; Yellow Flock 
6:15 PM: Lenten Wednesday Worship 
7:15 PM: Choir Practice  
8:00 PM: Band Practice 

Thursday, March 19th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
9:45 AM: College Student Bible Study; Magpie Cafe 
12:30 PM: EPIC Scholarship Committee Meeting 
3:30 PM-8 PM: Violin Lessons 
5:00 PM: Oneota Co-Op Potluck 

Friday, March 20th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-12 PM 

Saturday, March 21st: 
8:00 AM: Winneshiek County Democrats Meeting; Fellowship Hall 
4:00 PM: Pleasant Valley Schooling Meeting; Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, March 22nd: Fifth Sunday in Lent 
9:30 AM: Worship, Sanctuary; with Holy Communion 
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
10:45 AM: Fellowship Time; Fellowship Hall 
1:00 PM: Farmers Land Investment Cooperative; Fellowship Hall 



 

 
 

  



 

 
 

 

  



 

 
 

Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy 

Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. People on the prayer list are 
welcome to remain there for as long as is needed. 

Those with health concerns: 
•! Annalise Todd, daughter of Kerry 

and Kirk Johnson 
•! Philip Swanson 
•! Marilyn Anderson 
•! Mic Martin 
•! Dick Schmidt,          

 Brian Larsen-Schmidt’s dad 
•! Wanda Rueber 
•! Ruth Bruce 
•! Barbara Nasby, best friend of 

Stephanie Hoff 
•! Ann Fredrickson,        

 friend of Gabby Bizal 
•! Bob Wilson 
•! Linda and Jim Morgan, Jane 

Borelli’s sister and brother-in-law 

•! Joan Searles 
•! Glenda Wuest 
•! Naomi Craft 
•! Barbara, mother of Christy Vrtis 
•! Anthony McCabe 
•! Mickey Slind 
•! Jon Wendling 
•! Elizabeth Hermeier 
•! James Barth 
•! Ginny Olson 
•! LaVerne Ramsey 
•! Phillip Swanson 
•! Harland Nelson 
•! Carrie Solberg 
•! Jutta Anderson 

Those who grieve: 
•! Warren Overlie and family, upon the death of his wife BJ Overlie 
•! Steve Hopkins and family, upon the death of his aunt Verona Zelle 
•! Dan Raney and family, upon the death of his aunt Evah Raney 
To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email 
Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org or call (563) 382-3963. 

!  
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!  

"Rematriation and Indigenous Futurism" with Shelley Buffalo - Monday, 
March 16th, 4:30pm, CFL Recital Hall at Luther –  
 
"Shelley Buffalo, Decolonial Pathfinder, is a food sovereignty, rematriation 
and restorative justice advocate. Through collaborative partnerships and her 
consultancy, Water Panther, Shelley mindfully directs her labor to penetrate 
and transcend the colonial mindset.  
 
Through creative and compassionate solutions, Shelley seeks a path forward 
to a livable, equitable and biodiverse future on Earth. The story of 
Grandmother Spider who weaves the pattern of life on Earth teaches us the 
creative potential of making the pattern more beautiful than before as we 
hone our skills and vision informed by humility, value and respect for life on 
Earth.  
 
Shelley calls on her ancestors to help her weave with Grandmother’s hands; 
with wisdom, love and care for all of creation. Shelley believes that the 
undoing of colonial structures is necessary for reweaving of something more 
beautiful as is Grandmother Spider’s lesson for human life on earth. Each 
time we reweave the fabric of society, we have the opportunity to make it 
more beautiful" (Luther College).  
 
This event is co-sponsored by Decorah UU and is a part of Luther's Women's 
History Month Keynote Lecture series.  
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
701 Iowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101 

(563) 382-3963 office@goodshepherddecorah.org 

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! It is a joy to worship with you. You are welcome to 
enjoy really great coffee, juice, treats, and conversation down the hall after worship 
– just follow the crowd. Sit anywhere!   
¥ All are welcome at Good Shepherd. God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of 

Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect to all, including those who may experience 
alienation, distrust, or rejection. We rely on the healing, unconditional love of 
God to shape our community in the name of the Good Shepherd. 

¥ In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner 
congregation, affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender 
identities, and gender expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so 
that all may participate fully in the life of our congregation. We are an 
AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant Minors with 
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. Good Shepherd 
buildings are Carbon Neutral/Net Zero Energy use.  

¥ Our RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT was approved by the congregation on 
February 6th, 2022. Find the full statement at 
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the 
code. 

¥ ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION, the bread is all non-
gluten. Wine is dark, grape juice light. 

 
 
 
 
GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF: 
Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
 (563) 202-0780  

pastorkristen@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Gabby Bizal; Community Engagement Coordinator 
 gabby@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Brooke Joyce; Music Director  

music@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Tristan Occhipinti; Office and Building Manager  

tristan@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Mike Sammons; Custodian 


