GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture psaim 100:3

LARGE PRINT EDITION

“Come, follow 'me,” Jesus said, “and | will
send you out to fish for people.” At once
they left their nets and followed him.

January 25%, 2026 — Third Sunday after Epiphany
and RECONCILING IN CHRIST SUNDAY

Introduction: Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world and the one anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we come and
see Christ revealed among us in word and meal. We go forth to invite others to come and worship

the Holy One and to receive the gifts of grace and peace made known among us.

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD.

There is more information about our ministry on the back of the bulletin.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

rise in body or spirit when indicated by *
PRAYER BELL AND WELCOME
PRELUDE: How Brightly Shines the Morning Star — Johann Pachelbel

GATHERING LITANY:

Created out of nothing,

We come here to be reminded of who we are.

Created for goodness,

We come with open hearts to be filled with everlasting love.
Created as a beloved child of God,

We come in celebration of the diversity of the body of Christ.
Created with a heart for celebrating the rich diversity of creation,
we come trusting in the one who creates, redeems, and sustains us.
Amen.

Today, we join Reconciling in Christ member congregations across our nation in
affirming and celebrating our commitment to inclusive welcome for all and to the
ongoing work of healing divisions between God and God’s people and among all
people. Let us read together our welcome statement together:

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH.
God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and

respect to all, including those who may experience alienation, distrust, or
rejection. We rely on the healing, unconditional love of God to shape our
community in the name of the Good Shepherd.



GATHERING HYMN: All Are Welcome

641 Red Hymnal
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1 Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safe - ly
2 Let us build a house where proph-ets speak, and words are strong and
3 Let us build a house where love is found in wa - ter, wine and
4 Let us build a house where hands will reach be - yond the wood and
5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and vi - sions
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dream God’s reign a - new. Here the cross shall stand as
peace and jus - tice meet. Here the love of God, through
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vi - sions, rock of faith and wvault of grace; here the love  of
wit - ness and as sym - bol of God’s grace; here as one we
Je - sus, 18 re-vealed in time and space; as we share in
strang -er bear the im - age of God’s face; let us bring an
laugh-ter, prayers of faith and songs of  grace, let this house pro-
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claim the  faith of Je - sus:
Christ the feast that frees us: All are wel - come,
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all are wel-come, all are wel - come in  this place. ;E

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
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-ense from copyright administrator.
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*GREETING:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Lord God,

your loving kindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us
into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through
the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

KIDS’ TIME
FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:1-4

1 There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former

time [the Lord] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the seq, the land
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

2The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
3You have multiplied exultation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4For the yoke of their burden
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



PSALM 27: Music by Ivar Hillesland

Refrain
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God is our light and our sal - va-tion. God is the strong - hold
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of my life. of  whom  shall I be a - fraid?

When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh,

they, my foes and my enemies, wil stumble and fall.

Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear.

Though war rise up against me, my trust will not be shaken.

One thing | ask of the Lord; one thing | seek;

that | may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life;

to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek God in the temple. Refrain
For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter;

hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary,

and raise me high upon a rock.

Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.
Therefore | will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing;

| will sing and make music to the Lord.

Hear my voice, O Lord, when | call;

have mercy on me and answer me. Refrain

My heart speaks your message—"“Seek my face.”

Your face, O Lord, | will seek.

Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.
Cast me not away—you have been my helper;

forsake me not, O God of my salvation.

Though my father and my mother forsake me, the Lord will take me in. Refrain

Teach me your way, O Lord,

lead me on a level path, because of my oppressors.

Subject me not to the will of my foes,

for they rise up against me, false witnesses breathing violence.
This | believe—that | will see the goodness of the Lord

in the land of the living! Refrain



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
10Now | appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you but that

you be knit together in the same mind and the same purpose. ' For it has been
made clear to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my

brothers and sisters. 12 What | mean is that each of you says, “l belong to Paul,” or

“| belong to Apollos,” or “l belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13 Has Christ
been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of

Paul?2 | thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, '° so

that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. '¢| did baptize also the
household of Stephanas; beyond that, | do not know whether | baptized anyone

else. 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel—and not
with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its
power.

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

Refrain
9 # [ : i

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.  Shine through the
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GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12-23
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to
Galilee. '3 He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the seaq, in the
territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 4 so that what had been spoken through the
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
on the road by the seq, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles—
16 the people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death
light has dawned.”
17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.”

18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were
fishers. '° And he said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of
people.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 2! As he went from
there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in
the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called

them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every
sickness among the people.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt



*HYMN OF THE DAY: You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore 817 Red Hymnal
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1 Tu has ve - ni-do.a lao -ri - lla, no_has bus -
1 You have come down to the lake - shore seek - ing
2 You know full well what I have, Lord: nei - ther
3 You need my hands, my ex - haus - tion, work - ing
4 You who have fished oth-er wa - ters; you, the
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trea - sure nor wea-pons for con - quest, just these my
love for the rest of the wea - ry— a love that’s
long - ing of souls that are yearn - ing: O lov - ing
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quie - res que Yo te si - ga.
ask - ing for me to fol - low.
fish nets and will for work - ing.
will - ing to go on lov - ing.
Friend, you have come to call me.
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Se - Tor, me_has mi - ra - do_a los o - jos; son-ri - en - do,

Sweet Lord, you have looked in -

to my eyes;

kind-ly smil-ing,
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has di - cho mi nom-bre. En la_a-re - na he de-ja - do mi
you’ve called out my name. . . .  On the sand I have a-ban-doned my
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bar - ca; jun-to_a ti bus-ca - ré o-tro mar.
small boat; now with you, I will seek oth-er seas.

Text: Cesdreo Gabardin, 1936-1991; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946

Music: PESCADOR DE HOMBRES, Cesédreo Gabariin

Spanish and English text and music © 1979 Ceséreo Gabardin, OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God,
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of Peace.
Amen.

Jesus first words was a call to repent, for the kingdom of Heaven had come near.
Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to the fullness of a loving community

with those nearby and those across our nation and globe.
Jesus, we struggle to see as you would have us see,

and to respond as you would have us respond.

Too often we have served our own interests and comfort
at the expense of our neighbors’ safety and wellbeing.
Too often we have remained silent

where honesty of speech was needed.

Sometimes we say the right words, but our hearts are far from you.
Turn us now to seek your face in the face of our neighbors.
Call us again to be your disciples, knit us together

and give us the mind of Christ,

that we may do justice, love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

The former things have passed away,

and new things God now declares:

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,

and forgives your sin in *F Jesus’ name.

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,

and bless you with the gift of peace.

Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Response: Gracious God, hear our prayer.
PEACE OF CHRIST

We share peace by waving to those worshipping online or through the public access
channel and then with those in the sanctuary.

OFFERING AND CHILDREN’S OFFERING
Children are invited to come forward to get a pail to collect change and bills for our

mission of the month, which is Northeast lowa Behavioral Health.

To give online, scan here.
Thank you so much for your support of our shared ministry!




OFFERTORY MUSIC
OFFERTORY SONG:
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Praise, my soul, the God of heav - en; joy - ful - ly your trib-ute bring.
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Ran-somed, healed, re - stored, for- giv-en, ev - er - more God’s prais-es sing.
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Al-le - lu-1a! Al-le - lu-1ia! Prais-es ev-er - last-ing ring!
*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray... Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION
*LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father... for ever and ever. Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’'s table.



COMMUNION SONG:
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.




COMMUNION HYMNS: Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult

696 Red Hymnal
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1 Je - sus calls us; o’er the tu - mult of our
2 As of old Saint An - drew  heard it by the
3 Je - sus calls us from the wor - ship of  the
4 In our joys and in  our SOr - TOWS, days of
5 Je - sus calls us! By your mer - cy, Sav - ior,
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kin - dred, leav - ing all for Je - sug’ sake.
keep us, say - ing, “Chris - tian, love me more.”
plea - sures, “Chris- tian, love me more than these.”
be - dience, serve and love you best of all.
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Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: GALILEE, William H. Jude, 1851-1922
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I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

815 Red Hymnal
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1 I want to walk as a child of the light. I  want to
2 I want to see . . the bright-ness of  God. I want to
3 I'm look-ing  for . . the com-ing of  Christ. I want to
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light to the world. The star of my life is e - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa - tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934

Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




L

In him there is no  dark-ness at all. The night and the
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TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray... Amen.

THANKING AND COMMISSIONING OF SHEPHERDS

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BLESSING

*SENDING SONG: Lead Me, Guide Me 768 Red Hymnal
DUE TO COPYRIGHT WE ARE UNABLE TO PRINT THIS HYMN.

Children are invited to come forward to play percussion instruments during the Sending Song.




*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Thanks be to God.

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 — Hymns: Copyright © Onelicense A-731311
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY:
PREACHING AND PRESIDING: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt

ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce
CANTOR: Mike Kunka

ASSISTING MINISTER: Jonathon Struve
LECTOR/READER: Dennis Barnaal
USHERS: David Judisch, Mic Martin
GREETER: Gail Judisch

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Carter Thompson

FELLOWSHIP: Sharon Drew, Linda and Mic Martin, Jonathon Struve, Marilyn Rue

- Thank you
/i Shepherds!

As we bless and say thank you to our
Shepherds who have served so faithfully
these past three years and as we prepare to
welcome our new Shepherds into this role,
we want to acknowledge how key your
leadership and ministry is to the whole of
our church body. Our church is infinitely
stronger because of the service of these
fine people. Please join us in thanking each
of them for their service to the church!

Outgoing: Incoming
Lise Kildegaard & Steve & Krista
Luther Show Holland
Reg Laursen & Sue Dave & Kris

Blom Peterson
Christy Tomlinson, Sharon Drew
Jonathon Struve, David & Gail Judisch
Linda Martin Kirk & Kerry
Jane Jakoubek & Johnson
Linda Donoghue Edith Searles
Ann & Bob Naslund Tim & Melanie

Connie & Tom Folkerts
Buresh Karin Martin Hiner
Germano Streese & Linda Martin

Hayley Jackson Jim & Kathy Buzza

CALLING ALL BAKERS!

Holden Village, the beloved
Lutheran retreat center in

W ashington State, had devastating
floods and mudslides in December.
The village is closed, and staff have
been displaced.

Luther College students who had
planned to spend J-term at Holden
are hosting a Soup & Bread
Fundraiser on Wednesday, January
28, 4-7 PM at The Landing here in
Decorah. Here's where you come
in: The students need bakers to
donate loaves of Holden bread for
the event. If you're willing to bake a
loaf or two, please email
brumra02@luther.edu or scan the
code. She'll provide the recipe!




This Week at Good Shepherd

Today, Sunday, January 25': Third Sunday after Epiphany
10:45 AM: Fellowship Time; Fellowship Hall; treats: Yellow Flock
11:00 AM: Budget Meeting

Monday, January 26™": Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM
3:30 PM-8 PM: Violin Lessons

5:30 PM: Hope Book Group led by Pastor Kristen; Pulpit Rock Brewery
6:30 PM: AL/ANON; Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, January 27%: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM
9:30 AM: Bible Study with Pastor Kristen; Library — all are welcome
7:00 PM: WELCA Gather Bible Study; Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, January 28™": Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM
3:00 PM: Men’s Coffee Ministry; Lefse Lodge Kafe
5:30 PM: Supper for all; Fellowship Hall
— Pasta bake with chicken and salad
6:00 PM: LIFT Programming
-Pre-k through 5" Grade: Wednesday School
-6"-8" Grade: Confirmation; Library
-Adult Learning: Fellowship Hall:
Quitters Day: A Wellness Conversation with Jen Kunka
7:00: Closing Prayer and song together, All and Choir
7:15 PM: Choir Practice
8:00 PM: Band Practice

Thursday, January 29': Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM
3:30 PM-8 PM: Violin Lessons

Friday, January 30th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-12 PM

Saturday, January 315
8:00 AM: WELCA Annual Brunch
1:00 PM: Canoe Valley School Community Meeting; Fellowship Hall
4:00 PM: Fellowship Hall Setup

Sunday, February 1% Fourth Sunday after Epiphany; ANNUAL MEETING
@:30 AM: Worship, Sanctuary; with Holy Communion
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
10:45 AM: Fellowship Time: Fellowship Hall
11:00 AM: Good Shepherd Annual Meeting; Fellowship Hall




Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy

Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. People on the prayer list are

welcome to remain there for as long as is needed.

Those with health concerns:

Alex Anderson
Jaeden Noel Ji-Hwan Felde
Melanie Folkerts
Marilyn Anderson
BJ Overlie
Mic Martin
Dick Schmidt, Brian Larsen-
Schmidt's dad
Wanda Rueber
Ruth Bruce
Evah Raney, aunt of Dan Raney
Barbara Nasby,
best friend of Stephanie Hoff
Ann Fredrickson,
friend of Gabby Bizal
Bob Wilson
Linda and Jim Morgan

Those in mourning:

Joan Searles
Glenda Wuest
Naomi Craft
Barbara, mother of Christy Vrtis
Anthony McCabe
Lise Kildegaard
Mickey Slind

Jon Wendling
Elizabeth Hermeier
James Barth

Ginny Olson
LaVerne Ramsey
Phillip Swanson
Harland Nelson
Carrie Solberg
Jutta Anderson

The Larsen-Schmidt family, upon the death of Linda Schmidt, Brian’s mom.

To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email
Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org or call (563) 382-3963.



Children’s Offering for January

Northeast Iowa Behavioral Health

Beginning in December, a new work requirement will be enacted for Iowans who rely on Medicaid
benefits (as well as SNAP benefits), cutting off access to essential mental health services for
thousands across our state, and hundreds in our area. Your support directly helps individuals

continue their mental health and substance abuse treatment during this critical transition.

Good Shepherd Annual Meeting

The Good Shepherd Annual Meeting will be taking place on
Sunday, February 1%, following worship, in the Fellowship
Hall. All members and friends are encouraged to attend as
we hear about key priorities for the upcoming year, bless
our outgoing leaders, affirm our incoming leaders, and
celebrate a wonderful year of ministry together!

Annual Reports are available to grab in the Gathering Space. There is also
an online version on the Good Shepherd website under “Annual Reports”
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35 Join us after worship today for a meeting about the

! 2026 proposed budget. Hear from President Chris
Johnson about key priorities, ask questions, and engage
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in discussion leading up to the Annual Meeting. o

The meeting will take place here in the Sanctuary. You are
'%, welcome to grab some snacks and coffee in the Fellowship
Hall before the meeting. ;
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
701 lowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101
(563) 382-3963 office@goodshepherddecorah.org

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! It is a joy to worship with you. You are welcome to

enjoy really great coffee, juice, treats, and conversation down the hall after worship
— just follow the crowd. Sit anywherel

e All are welcome at Good Shepherd. God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of
Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect to all, including those who may experience
alienation, distrust, or rejection. We rely on the healing, unconditional love of
God to shape our community in the name of the Good Shepherd.

¢ In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner
congregation, affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender
identities, and gender expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so
that all may participate fully in the life of our congregation. We are an
AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant Minors with
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. Good Shepherd
buildings are Carbon Neutral /Net Zero Energy use.

e Our RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT was approved by the congregation on
February 6th, 2022. Find the full statement at
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the
code.

e ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION, the bread is all non-
gluten. Wine is dark, grape juice light.

GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF:

Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
(563) 202-0780
pastorkristen@goodshepherddecorah.org

Gabby Bizal; Community Engagement Coordinator
gabby@goodshepherddecorah.org

Brooke Joyce; Music Director
music@goodshepherddecorah.org

Tristan Occhipinti; Office and Building Manager
tristan@goodshepherddecorah.org

Mike Sammons; Custodian



