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A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture Psalm 100:3 
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STEPPING OUT IN FAITH 

November 9th, 2025 – Stewardship Sunday 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD. 
God makes no exceptions.  

In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect to all, including those who 
may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection. We rely on the healing, 

unconditional love of God to shape our community in the name of the Good 
Shepherd.  

There is more information about our ministry on the back of the bulletin. 



 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
rise in body or spirit when indicated by * 

PRAYER BELL 
WELCOME  

PRELUDE: Hineni (Hebrew word meaning “Here I am”) – Brooke Joyce 

ANNOUNCEMENT: 2025 Stewardship Sunday 

OPENING LITANY 

We gather in the Triune name of our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer.  
Amen.  
 

On this Commitment Sunday, we remember the story of faith that grounds us, the 
river of believers who are our family in baptism. We remember how God’s 
people have always been called to step out in faith, and God has provided for 
them every step of the way.  
 
Abraham and Sarah were led on new journeys with a vision and a promise. 
The Hebrews were led out of slavery and fed with manna from heaven. 
Elijah was sustained by bread and meat brought by ravens. 
Isaiah was given the words God’s people needed to hear. 
The disciples followed Jesus’ call, sharing their gifts with one another.  
5000 gathered hungry for healing. A boy offered up his lunch and Jesus fed 
them all. 
The apostles were sent out to proclaim the good news to all the world.  
The Spirit filled them, empowered them, and directed their footsteps.  

In keeping with this heritage, trusting that God provides us with everything we 
need to do what we are called to do and be who we are called to be, together 
we bring ourselves and our gifts to this new season of ministry.   

We have come following God’s call. We are trusting in God’s Provision.  
Together we are Stepping out in Faith.  

  



 

 
 

*GATHERING HYMN: As Saints of Old             695 Red Hymnal 

 



 

 
 

*GREETING:  

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,       
   and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.        
C: And also with you. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
Gracious and loving Creator,  
You are the source of all good gifts. All that we are and all that we have is a 
gift from your generous hand. You call us to follow you in generous living, 
sharing the time, talent, and resources entrusted to us in service to you and our 
neighbor. May our faithful stewardship be a witness to your love, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

KIDS’ TIME: Melanie Folkerts 

KIDS’ OFFERING 

SPECIAL MUSIC: The Seeker – Dolly Parton 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 6:1-8 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a 
throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, 
each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they 
covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one 
another: 
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple 
was filled with smoke. 
5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 
among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord 
Almighty.” 
6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had 
taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this 
has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 
8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go 
for us?” 
And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

  



 

 
 

PSALM 145: 1-13 
1I will exalt you, my | God and king, 

and bless your name forev- | er and ever. 
2Every day | will I bless you 

and praise your name forev- | er and ever. 
3Great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised! 

There is no end | to your greatness. 
4One generation shall praise your works | to another 

and shall de- | clare your power. 
5I will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty 

and all your | marvelous works. 
6They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts, 

and I will re- | count your greatness. 
7They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness; 

they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness. 
8The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion, 

slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 
9Lord, you are | good to all, 

and your compassion is over | all your works. 
10All your works shall praise | you, O Lord, 

and your faithful | ones shall bless you. 
11They shall tell of the glory | of your kingdom 

and speak | of your power, 
12that all people may know | of your power 

and the glorious splendor | of your kingdom. 
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom;  

your dominion endures through- | out all ages. 
You, Lord, are faithful in all your words,  
and loving in | all your works. 

SECOND READING: Peter 4:8-11 
8 Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of 
sins. 9 Be hospitable to one another without complaining. 10 Like good stewards of 
the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has 
received. 11 Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God; 
whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so that God may 
be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and the 
power forever and ever. Amen. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 



 

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

GOSPEL: John 6:1-14 Feeding the Five Thousand 
The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

6 After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea 
of Tiberias. 2 A large crowd kept following him because they saw the signs that he 
was doing for the sick. 3 Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his 
disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When he looked 
up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are 
we to buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He said this to test him, for he himself 
knew what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii 
would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his 
disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy here who 
has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” 
10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in 
the place, so they[b] sat down, about five thousand in all. 11 Then Jesus took the 
loaves, and when he had given thanks he distributed them to those who were 
seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 When they were satisfied, he 
told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 
13 So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, 
left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14 When the people saw 
the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to 
come into the world.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON: Pastor Melissa Bills 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%206%3A1-14&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26257b


 

 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY: Here I Am, Lord             574 Red Hymnal 

 
 

 



 

 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC: The Caballero – Burgstahler 

We invite you to take these few minutes to fill out the time and talent survey, 
remembering that we are called to be faithful stewards of our time, talents and 
possessions.  

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Response: God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

OFFERING: 
As we prepare now to bring our stewardship commitments forward, we remember:  
Our God is a generous God, 
providing manna in the wilderness. 
Our God is a steadfast God, 
with us even unto the end of the age. 
Our God is a God of newness and calling, 
inviting us to honor new visions and embrace new dreams. 
Together we can Step out in Faith.  

OFFERING PROCESSIONAL 

*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray… Amen. 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING   
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

*LORD’S PRAYER: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’s table. 
  



 

 
 

COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God 

 
  



 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS: By Your Hand You Feed Your People     469 Red Hymnal 

 



 

 
 

 Praise and Thanksgiving                   689 Red Hymnal 

 

 
TABLE BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray… Amen. 

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BLESSING  



 

 
 

*SENDING SONG: Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ       674 Red Hymnal 
Children are invited to come forward to play percussion instruments during the 

Sending Song.  

 
*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way that helps to send you out! All are invited 
to a time of enjoying treats and Fellowship.   

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 – Hymns: Copyright © OneLicense A-731311 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY:  
PRESIDING: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
PREACHING: Pastor Melissa Bills 
ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce  
CANTOR: Reg Laursen 
ASSISTING MINISTER: Tim Folkerts 
LECTOR/READER: Karl Wicks 
USHERS: Tim Folkerts, Sarah Wicks 
GREETER: Ellis and Philip Wicks 
AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Alex Bodnar 
FELLOWSHIP: Sonya, Dave, Violet, and Jack Geenen, Edith Searles, Hazel Shimek, Jeff 
Krambeer, Jenny Kunka, Marilyn & Al Anderson 

Special thanks to all of the guest musicians who enhanced worship today: Isabelle 
Clements, Maya Hilten and Connor Sandman (Hineni); Erik Berg and Oliver Brummel (The 
Seeker); Karl Wicks (The Caballero) 



 

 
 

This Week at Good Shepherd 
Today, Sunday, November 9th: Stewardship Sunday 

10:45 AM: Fellowship Time and Reception for Deacon Sue Rothmeyer in 
Fellowship Hall 

Monday, November 10th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
3:30 PM-8 PM: Violin Lessons 
6:30 PM: AL/ANON; Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, November 11th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
9:30 AM: Bible Study with Pastor Kristen; Library — all are welcome 
12:20 PM: Facilities & Grounds Committee Meeting 
2:00 PM: Communications Team Meeting 

Wednesday, November 12th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
10:00 AM: Communion Service at Eastern Star 
2:30 PM: Communion Service at Aase Haugen 
5:30 PM: Supper for all; Fellowship Hall – Pasta 
6:00 PM: Wednesday Evening Education 

-Pre-k through 5th Grade: Wednesday School 
-6th-8th Grade: Confirmation; Library 
-Adult Learning: Fellowship Hall: The History of Labyrinths 

7:00: Closing Prayer and song together, All and Choir 
7:05 Choir Practice 
7:45: Band Practice 

Thursday, November 13th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
3:30 PM-8 PM: Violin Lessons 
5 PM: Kinderhaus Fall Conferences 

Friday, November 14th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-12 PM 
1 PM: Kinderhaus Fall Conferences 
3 PM – 7:30 PM: IA Migrant Movement for Justice Legal Clinic; Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, November 16th: 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 AM: Worship, Sanctuary; with Holy Communion 
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
10:45 AM Fellowship Time: Fellowship Hall; treats: Red Flock 
11:15 AM: Nominating Committee Meeting 

  



 

 
 

Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy 
Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. People on the prayer list are 

welcome to remain there for as long as is needed. 

Those with health concerns: 
• Barbara Nasby,         

 best friend of Stephanie Hoff 
• Ann Fredrickson, friend of Gabby Bizal 
• Bob Wilson 
• Georgie Steele 
• Linda and Jim Morgan, Jane Borelli’s 

sister and brother-in-law 
• Talynn Lowe 
• Linda Schmidt,         

 Brian Larsen-Schmidt’s mom 
• Dick Schmidt, Brian Larsen-Schmidt’s dad 
• Joan Searles 
• Glenda Wuest 
• Naomi Craft 
• Ed Epperly 
• Barbara, mother of Christy Vrtis 

• Anthony McCabe 
• Lise Kildegaard 
• Mickey Slind 
• Scott Barnes 
• Jon Wendling 
• Elizabeth Hermeier 
• James Barth 
• Ginny Olson 
• Haisleigh – children’s hospital, Iowa City 
• LaVerne Ramsey 
• Scott Ulring 
• Phillip Swanson 
• Harland Nelson 
• Carrie Solberg 
• Jutta Anderson 

To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email Tristan at 
office@goodshepherddecorah.org or call (563) 382-3963. 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
701 Iowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101 

(563) 382-3963 office@goodshepherddecorah.org 

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! It is a joy to worship with you. You are welcome to enjoy really 
great coffee, juice, treats, and conversation down the hall after worship – just follow the crowd. 
Sit anywhere!   
• In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner congregation, 

affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender 
expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so that all may participate fully in the 
life of our congregation. We are an AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying 
Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. Good Shepherd 
buildings are Carbon Neutral/Net Zero Energy use.  

• Our RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT was approved by the congregation on February 6th, 
2022. Find the full statement at goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement 
or by scanning the code. 

• ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION, the bread is all non-gluten. 
Wine is dark, grape juice light. 

 
 
 



 

 
 

JOIN US TODAY November 9th for a 
Reception honoring Deacon Sue 
Rothmeyer, as she retires from her 
position as Secretary of the ELCA. Sue 
is a friend to many here at Good 
Shepherd and attends worship with us 
occasionally. Sue, we thank you for 
your many years of service to God 
and our church! 

 


