GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture psaim 100:3

LARGE PRINT EDITION

STEPPING OUT IN FAITH

November 9, 2025 — Stewardship Sunday

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD.

God makes no exceptions.

In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect to all, including those who
may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection. We rely on the healing,

unconditional love of God to shape our community in the name of the Good
Shepherd.

There is more information about our ministry on the back of the bulletin.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

rise in body or spirit when indicated by *
PRAYER BELL
WELCOME
PRELUDE: Hineni (Hebrew word meaning ‘“‘Here | am”’) — Brooke Joyce
ANNOUNCEMENT: 2025 Stewardship Sunday
OPENING LITANY

We gather in the Triune name of our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer.
Amen.

On this Commitment Sunday, we remember the story of faith that grounds us, the
river of believers who are our family in baptism. We remember how God’s
people have always been called to step out in faith, and God has provided for
them every step of the way.

Abraham and Sarah were led on new journeys with a vision and a promise.
The Hebrews were led out of slavery and fed with manna from heaven.
Elijah was sustained by bread and meat brought by ravens.

Isaiah was given the words God’s people needed to hear.

The disciples followed Jesus’ call, sharing their gifts with one another.

5000 gathered hungry for healing. A boy offered up his lunch and Jesus fed
them all.

The apostles were sent out to proclaim the good news to all the world.

The Spirit filled them, empowered them, and directed their footsteps.

In keeping with this heritage, trusting that God provides us with everything we
need to do what we are called to do and be who we are called to be, together
we bring ourselves and our gifts to this new season of ministry.

We have come following God’s call. We are trusting in God’s Provision.
Together we are Stepping out in Faith.



*GATHERING HYMN: As Saints of Old

695 Red Hymnal
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1 As saints of old their first-fruits brought of or - chard, flock, and field
2 A world in need now sum-mons us to la - bor, love, and give;
3 In grat-i-tude and hum-ble trust we bring our best to - day
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to God, the giv - er of all good, the source of boun-teous yield,
to make our life an of - fer - ing to God, that all may live.
to serve your cause and  share your love with all a - long life’s way.
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so we to-day first - fruits would bring,the wealth of this good land,
The church of Christis call - ing us to make the dream come true:
O God, who gave your -self to us in Je - sus Christ your Son,
. o o N “
) o ud ;'F:’ ﬁ ; i _tﬁ gg £
7/ ' #—r—,l - CL -
I 1 [ I I s g,
! D1 I ! [ | ! £ . %
72 —— i —— —— — SRR
G S ]
A4 o BE £ ¢
T S | Tkl
of farm and mar - ket, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand. 2 : E
a  world re-deemed by  Christ-like love; all life in  Christ made new. e E
teach us to give our - selves each day un - ul life’s work 1is done. gg :
i g S
B S
&38°5 &

T TR

T

\
3

[é




*GREETING:

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Gracious and loving Creator,

You are the source of all good gifts. All that we are and all that we have is a
gift from your generous hand. You call us to follow you in generous living,
sharing the time, talent, and resources entrusted to us in service to you and our
neighbor. May our faithful stewardship be a witness to your love, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

KIDS’ TIME: Melanie Folkerts
KIDS’ OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSIC: The Seeker — Dolly Parton

FIRST READING: Isaiah 6:1-8

In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a
throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim,
each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they
covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one
another:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”

4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple
was filled with smoke.

> “Woe to me!” | cried. “I am ruined! For | am a man of unclean lips, and | live
among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord
Almighty.”

¢ Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had

taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this
has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.”

8 Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall | send? And who will go
for us?”

And | said, “Here am I. Send me!”
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



PSALM 145: 1-13
'l will exalt you, my | God and king,
and bless your name forev- | er and ever.
2Every day | will | bless you
and praise your name forev- | er and ever.
3Great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised!
There is no end | to your greatness.
4One generation shall praise your works | to another
and shall de- | clare your power.
5] will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty
and all your | marvelous works.
5They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts,
and | will re- | count your greatness.
’They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness.
8The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
°Lord, you are | good to all,
and your compassion is over | all your works.
10All your works shall praise | you, O Lord,
and your faithful | ones shall bless you.
"1They shall tell of the glory ! of your kingdom
and speak | of your power,
12that all people may know | of your power
and the glorious splendor | of your kingdom.
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom;
your dominion endures through- | out all ages.
You, Lord, are faithful in all your words,
and loving in | all your works.

SECOND READING: Peter 4:8-11

8 Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of
sins. ? Be hospitable to one another without complaining. 0 Like good stewards of
the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has
received. ' Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God;
whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so that God may
be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and the
power forever and ever. Amen.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
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to spread its light from age to age shall be our chief en - deav - or.
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GOSPEL: John 6:1-14 Feeding the Five Thousand
The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

6 After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea
of Tiberias. 2 A large crowd kept following him because they saw the signs that he
was doing for the sick. 3 Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his
disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. > When he looked
up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are
we to buy bread for these people to eat?” ¢ He said this to test him, for he himself
knew what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii
would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his
disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, ? “There is a boy here who
has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?”
10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in
the place, so theyltl sat down, about five thousand in all. '' Then Jesus took the
loaves, and when he had given thanks he distributed them to those who were
seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. '2 When they were satisfied, he
told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.”
13 So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves,
left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. ' When the people saw
the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to
come into the world.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON: Pastor Melissa Bills


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%206%3A1-14&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26257b

*HYMN OF THE DAY: Here | Am, Lord 574 Red Hymnal
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1 “I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my peo - ple cry.
2 “I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my peo - ple’s pain.
3 “I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
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All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I have wept for love of them. They turn a - way.
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.
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I, who made the stars of night, I will make their dark -ness bright.

give them hearts for love a - lone.

I will break their hearts of stone,
till their hearts be sat - i1s - fied.

Fin-est bread 1 will pro-vide
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Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall 1 send?”
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall 1 send?”
I will give my life to them. Whom shall 1 send?”
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lead me. I will hold your peo-plein my  heart.

Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946

Music: HERE I AM, LORD, Daniel L. Schutte
Text and music © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




SPECIAL MUSIC: The Caballero — Burgstahler

We invite you to take these few minutes to fill out the time and talent survey,
remembering that we are called to be faithful stewards of our time, talents and
possessions.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Response: God in your mercy, hear our prayer.
OFFERING:

As we prepare now to bring our stewardship commitments forward, we remember:
Our God is a generous God,

providing manna in the wilderness.

Our God is a steadfast God,

with us even unto the end of the age.

Our God is a God of newness and calling,

inviting us to honor new visions and embrace new dreams.

Together we can Step out in Faith.

OFFERING PROCESSIONAL
*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray... Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

*LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’'s table.



COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God
i — I K — r_:—ll i [
@ il l. I\’ | I/ d/ J | / )
y . s E
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
_9_#|1Tl et
ot ——— —— =~ ——
~ . po br‘IL o o & o
mer -cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the
—— 1 1 = Xa
5 = > =
world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
fm~— # : 4 : ! — K< —
[ [anYRL FY LA ]
& ‘ SIiSES
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COMMUNION HYMNS: By Your Hand You Feed Your People
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1 By your hand you feed your peo - ple,
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food of an - gels, heav-en’s bread.

For these gifts

we did not

la - bor,

2 In this meal we taste your sweet-ness, bread for hun - ger, wine of peace.
3 Send us now with faith and cour-age to the hun - gry, lost, be - reaved.
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by your grace have we been fed:

Ho-1ly word and ho-1ly wis-dom sat-is - fy our deep-est needs.
In our liv - ing and our dy-ing, we be-come whatwe re - ceive:
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Christ’s own bod-y, blessed and bro - ken, cup o’er -flow-ing, life out - poured,

469 Red Hymnal
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Text and music © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.

Music: CAMROSE, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Praise and Thanksgiving

689 Red Hymnal
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1 Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of - fer for all things
2 God, bless the la - bor we bring to serve you,  that with our
3 Fa - ther, pro - vid - ing food for your chil - dren, by Wis-dom’s
4 Then will your bless-ing reach ev -’ry peo - ple, free -ly con-
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liv - ing, you have made good: har - vest of sown fields, fruits of  the
neigh-bor we may be fed. Sow -ing or till - ing, we would work
guid - ing teach us to  share one with an - oth - er, so that, re -
fess - ing your gra-cious hand. Where you are reign - ing, no one will
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or - chard, hay from the mown fields, blos-som and wood.
with you, har - vest-ing, mill - ing for dai - ly  bread.
joic - ing with us, all oth - ers may know your care.
hun - ger; your love sus-tain - ing show-ers the Iland.
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TABLE BLESSING
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray... Amen.

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS
*BLESSING



*SENDING SONG: Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ 674 Red Hymnal

Children are invited to come forward to play percussion instruments during the
Sending Song.
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1 Let us tal-entsand tongues em - ploy, reach-ing out with a  shout of joy:
2 Christis a - ble to make us one, at the ta - ble he sets the tone,
3 Je - suscalls us in, sends us out bear-ing fruit in a world of doubt,
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bread is bro-ken,the wine is poured, Christ is spo-ken and seen and heard.
teach-ing peo-ple to live to bless, love in word and in deed ex - press.
gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Im-man-u-el) ev-’ry-where!
n Refrain
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Je -sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain, pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!

*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way that helps to send you out! All are invited
fo a time of enjoying treats and Fellowship.

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 — Hymns: Copyright © Onelicense A-731311
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY:

PRESIDING: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt

PREACHING: Pastor Melissa Bills

ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce

CANTOR: Reg Laursen

ASSISTING MINISTER: Tim Folkerts

LECTOR/READER: Karl Wicks

USHERS: Tim Folkerts, Sarah Wicks

GREETER: Ellis and Philip Wicks

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Alex Bodnar

FELLOWSHIP: Sonya, Dave, Violet, and Jack Geenen, Edith Searles, Hazel Shimek, Jeff
Krambeer, Jenny Kunka, Marilyn & Al Anderson

Special thanks to all of the guest musicians who enhanced worship today: Isabelle
Clements, Maya Hilten and Connor Sandman (Hineni); Erik Berg and Oliver Brummel (The
Seeker); Karl Wicks (The Caballero)

Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
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ream. IL. 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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This Week at Good Shepherd

Today, Sunday, November 9': Stewardship Sunday
10:45 AM: Fellowship Time and Reception for Deacon Sue Rothmeyer in
Fellowship Hall

Monday, November 10th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM
3:30 PM-8 PM: Violin Lessons
6:30 PM: AL/ANON; Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, November 11th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM
@:30 AM: Bible Study with Pastor Kristen; Library — all are welcome
12:20 PM: Facilities & Grounds Committee Meeting
2:00 PM: Communications Team Meeting

Wednesday, November 12th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM
10:00 AM: Communion Service at Eastern Star
2:30 PM: Communion Service at Aase Haugen
5:30 PM: Supper for all; Fellowship Hall — Pasta
6:00 PM: Wednesday Evening Education
-Pre-k through 5" Grade: Wednesday School
-6"-8" Grade: Confirmation; Library
-Adult Learning: Fellowship Hall: The History of Labyrinths
7:00: Closing Prayer and song together, All and Choir
7:05 Choir Practice
7:45: Band Practice

Thursday, November 13: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM
3:30 PM-8 PM: Violin Lessons
5 PM: Kinderhaus Fall Conferences

Friday, November 14": Church Office Hours: 9 AM-12 PM
1 PM: Kinderhaus Fall Conferences
3 PM —=7:30 PM: |IA Migrant Movement for Justice Legal Clinic; Fellowship Hall

Sunday, November 16": 234 Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM: Worship, Sanctuary; with Holy Communion
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
10:45 AM Fellowship Time: Fellowship Hall; treats: Red Flock
11:15 AM: Nominating Committee Meeting



Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy

Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. People on the prayer list are

welcome to remain there for as long as is needed.

Those with health concerns:

Barbara Nasby, e Anthony McCabe
best friend of Stephanie Hoff e Lise Kildegaard

Ann Fredrickson, friend of Gabby Bizal e Mickey Slind

Bob Wilson e Scott Barnes

Georgie Steele e Jon Wendling

Linda and Jim Morgan, Jane Borelli’s e Elizabeth Hermeier

sister and brother-in-law e James Barth

Talynn Lowe e Ginny Olson

Linda Schmidt, o Haisleigh — children’s hospital, lowa City
Brian Larsen-Schmidt’'s mom e LaVerne Ramsey

Dick Schmidt, Brian Larsen-Schmidt’s dad e Scott Ulring

Joan Searles « Phillip Swanson

Glenda Wuest e Harland Nelson

Naomi Craft e Carrie Solberg

Ed Epperly e Jutta Anderson

Barbara, mother of Christy Vrtis

To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email Tristan at

office@goodshepherddecorah.org or call (563) 382-3963.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
i 701 lowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101
(563) 382-3963 office@goodshepherddecorah.org

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! It is a joy to worship with you. You are welcome to enjoy really

great coffee, juice, treats, and conversation down the hall after worship — just follow the crowd.
Sit anywherel!

In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner congregation,
affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender
expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so that all may participate fully in the
life of our congregation. We are an AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying
Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. Good Shepherd
buildings are Carbon Neutral /Net Zero Energy use.

Our RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT was approved by the congregation on February 6th,

2022. Find the full statement at goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement  E:Z%:
or by scanning the code. E*' x
ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION, the bread is all non-gluten.

Wine is dark, grape juice light.
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Pie &

November 25", 6pm
Good Shepherd Gathering Space

vening Prayer

Join Gabby for an evening of pie,

prayer, and fellowship! We will gather
at 6pm for a simple prayer service, and

have time for fellowship over pie! If

you would like to bring your favorite
pie, feel free, but you are also welcome

to simply show up! Good Shepherd

will provide the whipped cream.
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Join us this
Wednesday for L.I.F.T!

Our dinner menu includes
pasta, bread, salad, and dessert!

The Adult Learning topic is
Labyrinth Spirituality, taught by

Sara Hopkins.

Just a note that we will see a shift in
our Wednesday schedule after
Thanksgiving. November 19" will be
the last night of K-8™ grade and Adult
Education until after Advent. Check
your newsletter for the schedule of
Advent worship services.

JOIN US TODAY November 9th for a
Reception honoring Deacon Sue
Rothmeyer, as she retires from her
position as Secretary of the ELCA. Sue
is a friend to many here at Good

% Shepherd and attends worship with us
t occasionally. Sue, we thank you for

your many years of service to God
and our church!

FOOD DRIVE

FOR THE DECORAH
FOOD PANTRY

As many individuals and families enter this month
without SNAP benefits, please consider giving
towards our local food pantry as they work to fill
the gaps left by the government shutdown. We
will be collecting cash donations during our

November Children’s Offering each Sunday, and
there are bins in the Gathering Space to drop off
any non-perishable food. See the list below for
some of their most needed items. Thank you for
helping us support our neighbors!

Peanut butter, bags of rice, cans of soup,
canned fruits and vegetables, beans,
butter, 1-pound packages of meat,
cereal, cash
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