
 

 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture Psalm 100:3 

LARGE PRINT EDITION 

 

November 2, 2025 – All Saints Sunday 
Introduction:  In holy baptism God makes saints out of sinners. In holy 

communion God forgives the sins of all the saints. In worship today we give 
thanks for all the saints “who from their labors rest.” Today we give thought and 

prayer to those who have lit the path of faith for us, and we pray that we may 
also be light-bearers for this generation. Sealed by the Spirit and sustained by 
the Savior’s body and blood, we live with joy as God gives us breath, to the 

praise of God’s glory. 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD. 
God makes no exceptions.  

In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect to all, including those who 
may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection. We rely on the healing, 

unconditional love of God to shape our community in the name of the Good 
Shepherd.  

There is more information about our ministry on the back of the bulletin. 



 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
rise in body or spirit when indicated by * 

PRAYER BELL 
WELCOME  

PRELUDE 

*GATHERING HYMN: Shall We Gather at the River   423 Red Hymnal 
 Cantor:  

Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod, 
with its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God? 

All sing Refrain:  
 Yes, we'll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river; 
 gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

Quartet:   
Ere we reach the shining river, lay we ev'ry burden down; 

 grace our spirits will deliver, and provide a robe and crown. 
 

All stand and sing Refrain:  
 Yes, we'll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river; 
 gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

All stand and Sing:  
Soon we'll reach the shining river, soon our pilgrimage will cease; 

 soon our happy hearts will quiver with the melody of peace.  Refrain 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
Let us give thanks to God our Creator 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

We give you thanks, source and sustainer of life, for the gift of water. 
This is the water your Spirit stirred at the dawn of creation, 
separating the soil from the sea,  
and calling forth a humanity fashioned to bear your image. 
Glory to you, for ever and ever. 
 

This is the water through which you delivered twelve tribes 
enslaved to the powers of empire and oppression. 
You made a covenant with them in the wilderness beyond the Red Sea, 
and led them through the Jordan into a land of promise, 
uniting them as one people, bound to you for all time.  
Glory to you, for ever and ever. 
 



 

 
 

This is the water sprinkled upon a people in exile, 
gifting them with a new heart and a new spirit, 
writing your law on their hearts.  
Gathering them together from north and south, east and west, 
Restoring those who weep in despair to the joy and dignity of hope. 
Glory to you, for ever and ever. 
 

This is the water in which Jesus, Redeemer of the world, 
was baptized and named as your beloved child. 
This is the water that flowed from his pierced side, that drowns our sin  
that cracks open the sealed tomb, bringing forth a new creation, 
and birthing from every tongue and nation a people consecrated to you. 
Glory to you, for ever and ever. 
 

This is the water of the river of life that flows by the throne of God  
where you dwell with a multitude beyond number, 
united in the One whom they worship forever. 
Glory to you, for ever and ever. 
 

Gathered around this font, and surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, 
we ask you to stir the waters once again by the movement of your Holy Spirit. 
From these waters, raise up a people hungry for justice and peace, 
one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world. 
Glory to you forever and ever! Amen. 

We await the day Christ comes in final victory, but until that day, we gather at 
this table to feast with the faithful of all ages, in communion with all the saints, on 
earth and heaven,  
in the name of the Lamb who was slain,  
who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
above all rule and authority, power and dominion, for ever and ever. 
Glory to you forever and ever! Amen. 

SING REFRAIN: 
Yes, we'll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river; 
gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

*GREETING:   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

  



 

 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
Almighty God, 
you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in 
lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have 
prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

TEMPLE TALK: Stepping Out in Faith, Remembering our Forbears 

KIDS’ TIME 

PSALM 145: 1-13 
Read responsively: 

1 I will extol you, my God and King, 
    and bless your name forever and ever. 
2 Every day I will bless you 
    and praise your name forever and ever. 
3 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; 
    his greatness is unsearchable. 
4 One generation shall extol your works to another 
    and shall declare your mighty acts. 
5 They will recount the glorious splendor of your majesty, 
    and on your wondrous works I will meditate. 
6 They will proclaim the might of your awesome deeds, 
    and I will declare your greatness. 
7 They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness 
    and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 
8 The Lord is gracious and merciful, 
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 The Lord is good to all, 
    and his compassion is over all that he has made. 
10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, 
    and all your faithful shall bless you. 
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom 
    and tell of your power, 
12 to make known to all people your mighty deeds 
    and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
    and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

 



 

 
 

ACCLAMATION OF THE WORD: 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 
 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:11-23 
11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according 
to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and 
will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the 
praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of 
the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward 
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 
 

  15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the 
saints, and for this reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember 
you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18 so 
that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope 
to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among 
the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 
believe, according to the working of his great power. 20 God put this power to 
work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand 
in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 
age to come. 22 And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the 
head over all things for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
all in all.  
The Word of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON: Living Out of Our Inheritance Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
  



 

 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY: For All the Saints, v. 1, 2, 3, 5       422 Red Hymnal 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:   Response: God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

*PEACE OF CHRIST: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
We share peace by waving to those worshipping online and then with those in the 
sanctuary by saying “Peace be with you.” 

OFFERING AND CHILDREN’S OFFERING 
Children are invited to come forward to get a pail to collect change and bills for our 
mission of the month, which is the Decorah Community Food Pantry. 

OFFERTORY MUSIC  
To give online, scan here. 

Thank you so much for your support of our shared ministry! 
 

*OFFERTORY SONG: Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray… Amen. 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING   
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

*LORD’S PRAYER: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’s table. 
 



 

 
 

COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God 

 
  



 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty   413 Red Hymnal 

 



 

 
 

 Great Is Thy Faithfulness                  733 Red Hymnal 

 



 

 
 

 
  



 

 
 

Faith of Our Fathers (ALTERNATIVE WORDS)              813 Red Hymnal 

 



 

 
 

TABLE BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray… Amen. 

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BLESSING  

*SENDING SONG: Oh When The Saints Go Marching In  950 Purple Hymnal 

Children are invited to come forward to play percussion instruments during the 
Sending Song.  

 



 

 
 

*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way that helps to send you out! All are invited 
to a time of enjoying treats and Fellowship.   

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 – Hymns: Copyright © OneLicense A-731311 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY:  
PREACHING AND PRESIDING: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce  
CANTOR: Leah Stammeyer 
ASSISTING MINISTER: Kris Peterson 
COMMUNION SERVERS: Karl Wicks, Jenny Kunka, Kris Peterson 
LECTOR/READER: Jenny Kunka 
USHERS: Larry Danielson, Dave Peterson 
GREETER: Betty Danielson 
AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Carter Thompson 
FELLOWSHIP: Alex Anderson, Catherine Hildebrandt, Marv Slind, Mike Kunka, 
Wanda Rueber 
 
 
DECORAH COMMUNITY MEAL: Join Good Shepherd as we host November’s 
Community Meal! All of our volunteer slots have been filled (a big THANK YOU to 
all) but feel free to show up for some good food and fellowship with our neighbors! 
This Thursday, November 6th, at 5pm, at Decorah Lutheran Church.  
 
  



 

 
 

This Week at Good Shepherd 
Today, Sunday, November 2nd: All Saints Sunday 

10:45: Fellowship Time in Fellowship Hall; treats: Red Flock 

Monday, November 3rd: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
1 PM: Monday Club 
3:30 PM-8 PM: Violin Lessons 
6:30 PM: AL/ANON; Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, November 4th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM – Election Day 
6 AM – 9:30 PM: Poll Workers at GS 
9:30 AM: Bible Study with Pastor Kristen; Library — all are welcome 
3 PM: Bingo at Aase Haugen 

Wednesday, November 5th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
3:30 PM: Men’s Coffee at Impact 
5:30 PM: Supper for all; Fellowship Hall – Sandwiches 
6:00 PM: Wednesday Evening Education 

-Pre-k through 5th Grade: Wednesday School 
-6th-8th Grade: Confirmation; Library 
-Adult Learning: Fellowship Hall: Art as Therapy 

7:00: Closing Prayer and song together, All and Choir 
7:05 Choir Practice 
7:45: Band Practice 

Thursday, November 6th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
3:30 PM-8 PM: Violin Lessons 
5 PM: Decorah Community Meal; Decorah Lutheran Church 
5:30 PM: Racial Justice Team meeting 
6 PM: Purple Flock Meeting at The Landing 

Friday, November 7th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-12 PM 
8 AM-12 PM: Kinderhaus in Fellowship Hall for Professional Development 

Sunday, November 9th: Stewardship Sunday 
9:30 AM: Worship, Sanctuary; with Holy Communion 
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
10:45 AM Fellowship Time: Fellowship Hall; treats: Red Flock 

  



 

 
 

FOOD PANTRY:  Due to the government shutdown, SNAP benefits for the month of 
November have lapsed, leaving many in our country unable to buy food. Please join 
us in supporting the Decorah Food Pantry as they work to fill the gaps left by this 
funding freeze. Some of the most sought after items at the food pantry include: 
peanut butter, 1-pound packages of ground meat, canned soups, beans, fruits, and 
veggies, butter, and rice. We will also be collecting cash during the Children's 
Offering. There are bins in the Gathering Space to drop off food, or you can drop 
them off at the Food Pantry.  
AGAPE CONCERT: Attention all confirmation families! Our 6th-8th grade students 
will be attending the Agape concert at Decorah Lutheran this Wednesday! We will 
gather at Good Shepherd at 5:30 for dinner, and leave around 6:15 to make our 
way over. If you are able, please send your student with $5 to help cover the cost.  
STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY: Sunday, November 9 is Stewardship Sunday when we ask 
you to return your Statement of Intent for your next year's giving. Thank you all for 
your generous hearts and supporting our missions as a church body.  
JOIN US on Sunday, November 9th for a Reception for Deacon Sue Rothmeyer, 
past Secretary of the ELCA. Sue is a friend to many here at Good Shepherd and 
attends worship with us occasionally. On November 9, we will host a cake reception 
during our post-worship coffee hour to thank Sue for her many years of service. 
  

 
On this All Saints Sunday, we remember 

those who have passed this year… 
Dick Wuest 

William DeGraaf 

 

And we celebrate those who have been 
baptized… 

Benjamin Buckingham 
Arthur Thompson 

Louis Dean Engelken 



 

 
 

Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy 

Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. People on the prayer list are 
welcome to remain there for as long as is needed. 

Those with health concerns: 
• Ann Fredrickson,      

 friend of Gabby Bizal 
• Bob Wilson 
• Georgie Steele 
• Linda and Jim Morgan,    

 Jane Borelli’s sister and brother-in-
law 

• Talynn Lowe 
• Linda Schmidt,                 

 Brian Larsen-Schmidt’s mom 
• Dick Schmidt,                  

 Brian Larsen-Schmidt’s dad 
• Joan Searles 
• Glenda Wuest 
• Naomi Craft 
• Ed Epperly 
• Barbara,                     

 mother of Christy Vrtis 

• Anthony McCabe 
• Lise Kildegaard 
• Mickey Slind 
• Scott Barnes 
• Jon Wendling 
• Elizabeth Hermeier 
• James Barth 
• Ginny Olson 
• Haisleigh – children’s hospital, Iowa 

City 
• LaVerne Ramsey 
• Scott Ulring 
• Phillip Swanson 
• Harland Nelson 
• Carrie Solberg 
• Jutta Anderson 

To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email 
Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org or call (563) 382-3963.  



 

 
 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
701 Iowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101 

(563) 382-3963 office@goodshepherddecorah.org 

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! It is a joy to worship with you. You are welcome to 
enjoy really great coffee, juice, treats, and conversation down the hall after worship 
– just follow the crowd. Sit anywhere!   
• In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner 

congregation, affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender 
identities, and gender expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so 
that all may participate fully in the life of our congregation. We are an 
AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant Minors with 
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. Good Shepherd 
buildings are Carbon Neutral/Net Zero Energy use.  

• Our RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT was approved by the congregation 
on February 6th, 2022. Find the full statement at 
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the 
code. 

• ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION, the bread is all non-
gluten. Wine is dark, grape juice light. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF: 
Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
 (563) 202-0780 pastorkristen@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Brooke Joyce; Music Director music@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Tristan Occhipinti; Office and Building Manager 
 tristan@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Gabby Bizal; Community Engagement Coordinator 
 gabby@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Mike Sammons; Custodian 


