
 

 
 

         GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

   We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture Psalm 100:3 
 

LARGE PRINT EDITION 

 

October 26th, 2025 – Reformation Sunday 
Confirmation of Keegan Joyce 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD. 
God makes no exceptions.  

In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect to all, including those who 
may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection. We rely on the healing, 

unconditional love of God to shape our community in the name of the Good 
Shepherd.  

There is more information about our ministry on the back of the bulletin. 



 

 
 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in 
order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good 
news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-
transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
rise in body or spirit when indicated by * 

PRAYER BELL – PRELUDE: Now Thank We All Our God – arr. Wesley Hanson 
WELCOME  

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin,  
    whose mercy endures forever.  
Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sin and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.  Let us pray.  
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.   

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ.  
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 



 

 
 

Almighty God strengthens you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  
Amen. 

*GATHERING HYMN: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (adapt. Ruth Duck) 

 



 

 
 

*GREETING:   
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
Gracious Lord,  
we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out 
your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in your word, 
protect and comfort us in times of trial, defend us against all enemies of the 
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

KIDS’ TIME 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant 
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of 
the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 
the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall 
they teach one another or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, for I will forgive 
their iniquity and remember their sin no more. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

  



 

 
 

PSALM 46 

Refrain: 

 

 1 God is our refuge and strength, 
  a very present help in trouble. 
 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 3 though its waters rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
Refrain 
 6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away. 
 7 The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 8 Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
 9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
 who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 11 The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
Refrain 



 

 
 

CONFIRMATION VERSE: Joshua 1:9: “I hereby command you: Be strong and 
courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go.” 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

*GOSPEL READING: John 8:31-36 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you 
are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free.” 33 They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never 
been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a 
slave to sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the 
son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free 
indeed.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON:  “Knowing the Lord.”    Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
*HYMN OF THE DAY: God, Be the Love           1084 Purple Hymnal 

 

 
  



 

 
 

CONFIRMATION OF KEEGAN JOYCE 

INTRODUCTION OF CONFIRMAND 

PRAYER 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?  
I renounce them.  

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?  
I renounce them.  

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them.  

Do you believe in God the Father?  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,   
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,    
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,   
was crucified, died, and was buried;    
he descended to the dead.    
On the third day he rose again;    
he ascended into heaven,    
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,    
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,   
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,    
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,   
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

AFFIRMATION OF INTENTION TO CONTINUE IN BAPTISMAL COMMITMENTS 
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 
covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 
to live among God's faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper,  
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ  
    through word and deed,  



 

 
 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,        
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?  

 I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

PROMISE OF SUPPORT FROM THE CONGREGATION 
People of God, do you promise to support this brother in faith and pray for him in 
his life in Christ? 
Congregation: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

PRAYER AND BLESSING FOR CONFIRMAND 

AFFIRMATION OF THE ASSEMBLY 
Let us rejoice with Keegan, our brother in Christ.  
Congregation: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give 
thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world.  

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Response: God of grace, hear our prayer. 

*PEACE OF CHRIST: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
We share peace by waving to those worshipping online and then with those in the 
sanctuary by saying “Peace be with you.” 

OFFERING AND CHILDREN’S OFFERING 
Children are invited to come forward to get a pail to collect change and bills for our 
mission of the month, which is the Decorah Community Food Pantry. 

OFFERTORY MUSIC: Passamezzo Antico – Elias Ammerbach 
To give online, scan here. 

Thank you so much for your support of our shared ministry! 
 

*OFFERTORY SONG: Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray… Amen. 

 



 

 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING   
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

*LORD’S PRAYER: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’s table. 
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God 

 
  



 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS: 
The Church of Christ, in Every Age (verses 1, 2, 5)           729 Red Hymnal 

 

 



 

 
 

I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry                  732 Red Hymnal 

 

 
  
  



 

 
 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness                   733 Red Hymnal 

 



 

 
 

TABLE BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray… Amen. 

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BLESSING  
  



 

 
 

*SENDING SONG: Built on a Rock (verses 1, 3, 4)        652 Red Hymnal 
Children are invited to come forward to play percussion instruments during the Sending Song.  

 



 

 
 

*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE: A Mighty Fortress – arr. Wesley Hanson 
The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way that helps to send you out! All are invited 
to a time of enjoying treats and Fellowship.   

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 – 
Hymns: Copyright © OneLicense A-731311 New Revised Standard Version Updated 
Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY:  
PREACHING AND PRESIDING: Pastor Kristen Larsen-
Schmidt 
ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce  
CANTOR: Melanie Folkerts 
ASSISTING MINISTER: Martin Klammer 
LECTOR/READER: Bethany Volz 
USHERS: Karla & Lindsay Erdman 
GREETER: Kathy Reed 
AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Carter Thompson 
FELLOWSHIP: Bethany Volz, Jane Kemp, Karla Erdman, 
Hayley Jackson 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to 

Keegan Joyce 
As he affirms his baptismal faith! 

 
 
 



 

 
 

This Week at Good Shepherd 
Today, Sunday, October 26th: Reformation Sunday – Confirmation of Keegan Joyce 

10:45: Fellowship Time in Fellowship Hall; treats: Pink Flock 
3:30 PM: Open Hub Singing Club 

Monday, October 27th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
3:30 PM-8 PM: Violin Lessons 
4 PM: Fellowship and Outreach Committee 
6:30 PM: AL/ANON; Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, October 28th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
9:30 AM: Bible Study with Pastor Kristen; Library — all are welcome 
4:30 PM: Stewardship Committee Meeting 
5 PM – 9 PM: Assembling Baby Care Kits; Fellowship Hall 
7 PM: WELCA Meeting 

Wednesday, October 29th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
3:30 PM: Men’s Coffee at Impact 
5:30 PM: Pizza supper for all; Fellowship Hall 
6:00 PM: Wednesday Evening Education 

-Pre-k through 8th Grade: Pumpkin Carvin Party! 
-Adult Learning: Fellowship Hall: LWR Baby Kits and AMMPARO 

7:00: Closing Prayer and song together, All and Choir 
7:05 Choir Practice 
7:45: Band Practice 

Thursday, October 30th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
3 PM: Winneshiek County Energy District Geothermal Event 
3:30 PM-8 PM: Violin Lessons 
6 PM: Purple Flock Meeting at The Landing 

Friday, October 31st: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-12 PM 

Saturday, November 1st: 
5:30 PM: Luminary Walk 

Sunday, November 2nd: All Saints Sunday 
9:30 AM: Worship, Sanctuary; with Holy Communion 
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
10:45 AM Fellowship Time: Fellowship Hall; treats: Red Flock  



 

 
 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS AT GOOD 
SHEPHERD: 
All are welcome to join us 
at our Wednesday 
evening programming! 
We begin at 5:30pm with a free 
shared meal and move into an 
education time for all ages at 
6pm. At 7pm, we will gather in the 
sanctuary for a time of song and 
prayer, and send everyone on 
their way by 7:10 at the latest! If 
you are interested in having your 
children or youth participate, 
please use the QR code to the 
right to register them! We look 
forward to seeing you on 
Wednesday!  

THE FIVE Cs OF WHITENESS: 
The Good Shepherd Racial Justice Team is 
offering a free five-week interactive Zoom 
series on Wednesdays from October 1st to 
October 29th at 12:00 PM in the Gathering 
Space. Sponsored by the ELCA Association of 
White Lutherans for Racial Justice, the series 
explores how whiteness shapes us. All are 
welcome. 

 
  



 

 
 

Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy 

Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. People on the prayer list are 
welcome to remain there for as long as is needed. 

Those with health concerns: 
• Ann Fredrickson,      

 friend of Gabby Bizal 
• Bob Wilson 
• Georgie Steele 
• Linda and Jim Morgan,    

 Jane Borelli’s sister, brother-in-law 
• Talynn Lowe 
• Brandon Felde 
• Linda Schmidt,                 

 Brian Larsen-Schmidt’s mom 
• Dick Schmidt,                  

 Brian Larsen-Schmidt’s dad 
• Joan Searles 
• Glenda Wuest 
• Naomi Craft 
• Ed Epperly 
• Barbara,                      

 mother of Christy Vrtis 

• Anthony McCabe 
• Lise Kildegaard 
• Mickey Slind 
• Scott Barnes 
• Jon Wendling 
• Elizabeth Hermeier 
• James Barth 
• Ginny Olson 
• Haisleigh –        

 children’s hospital, Iowa City 
• LaVerne Ramsey 
• Scott Ulring 
• Phillip Swanson 
• Harland Nelson 
• Carrie Solberg 
• Jutta Anderson 

To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email 
Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org or call (563) 382-3963.  



 

 
 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
701 Iowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101 

(563) 382-3963 office@goodshepherddecorah.org 

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! It is a joy to worship with you. You are welcome to 
enjoy really great coffee, juice, treats, and conversation down the hall after worship 
– just follow the crowd. Sit anywhere!   
• In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner 

congregation, affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender 
identities, and gender expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so 
that all may participate fully in the life of our congregation. We are an 
AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant Minors with 
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. Good Shepherd 
buildings are Carbon Neutral/Net Zero Energy use.  

• Our RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT was approved by the congregation on 
February 6th, 2022. Find the full statement at 
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the 
code. 

• ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION, the bread is all non-
gluten. Wine is dark, grape juice light. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF: 
Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
 (563) 202-0780 pastorkristen@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Brooke Joyce; Music Director music@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Tristan Occhipinti; Office and Building Manager 
 tristan@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Gabby Bizal; Community Engagement Coordinator 
 gabby@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Mike Sammons; Custodian 


