
 

 
 

                   GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
    A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

   We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture Psalm 100:3 
 

 
October 19th, 2025 – 19th Sunday after Pentecost 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD. 
God makes no exceptions.  

In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect to all, including those who 
may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection. We rely on the healing, 

unconditional love of God to shape our community in the name of the Good 
Shepherd.  

There is more information about our ministry on the back of the bulletin. 



 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
rise in body or spirit when indicated by * 

PRAYER BELL – PRELUDE: A Journey One Must Take – Mike James 
WELCOME  

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and our only home. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Merciful and loving God, 
we are your stiff-necked people. 
We trample on the needy. We grumble about your grace to others. 
We turn away from the poor and oppressed.  
Come find us once again, oh God.  
Lift us out of the muck of our sin and forgive us.  
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. 
Amen. 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
You who were lost have been found. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
Amen. 

  



 

 
 

*GATHERING HYMN: Listen, God is Calling              513 Red Hymnal 

 



 

 
 

*GREETING:                      
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.        
C: And also with you. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
Almighty and most merciful God,  
your bountiful goodness fills all creation. Keep us safe from all that may hurt 
us, that, whole and well in body and spirit, we may with grateful hearts 
accomplish all that you would have us do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

KIDS’ TIME AND CHILDREN’S OFFERING 

FIRST READING: Genesis 32:22-31 
Returning to the home he had fled many years before after stealing his brother’s 
birthright and his father’s blessing, Jacob wrestles all night long with a divine adversary 
who ultimately blesses him and changes his name to “Israel,” a name that means “he 
wrestles with God.”  

22 The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his 
eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them 
across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24 Jacob was left alone, 
and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he did not 
prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out 
of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is 
breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said 
to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, “You 
shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with 
humans and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your 
name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed 
him. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to 
face, yet my life is preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, 
limping because of his hip. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

  



 

 
 

PSALM 121 – Read Responsively 
 1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
  from where is my help to come? 
 2 My help comes from the Lord, 
  the maker of heaven and earth. 
 3 The Lord will not let your foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
 4 Behold, the keeper of Israel 
  will neither slumber nor sleep; 
 5 the Lord watches over you; 
  the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
 6 the sun will not strike you by day, 
  nor the moon by night. 
 7 The Lord will preserve you from all evil 
  and will keep your life. 
 8 The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in, 
  from this time forth forevermore. 

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 4:1-5 
  1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 
dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge 
you: 2 proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or 
unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage with the utmost patience in 
teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound teaching, 
but, having their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit 
their own desires 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away 
to myths. 5 As for you, be sober in everything, endure suffering, do the work of an 
evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

  



 

 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
*GOSPEL READING: Luke 18:1-8 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose 
heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor 
had respect for people. 3 In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him 
and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my accuser.’ 4 For a while he refused, but 
later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for 
anyone, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so 
that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 6 And the Lord said, “Listen 
to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones 
who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8 I tell you, he 
will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find 
faith on earth?” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON:  Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
  



 

 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY: What a Friend We Have in Jesus        742 Red Hymnal 

 



 

 
 

WELCOME OF NEW MEMBERS 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

P: In baptism, we are all welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the 
mission of God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the 
word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in 
Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. Friends in Christ, do you intend to 
continue in the covenant of your baptism among God’s people in this place? Will you 
share in fellowship with us and support Good Shepherd’s shared ministry with your 
prayer, service and resources as God has equipped you?  
New Members: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
P: People of God, do you promise to welcome, support and pray for these new 
members in their life in Christ? 

Congregation: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

P: Let us pray… Amen. Let us welcome our new members: 
Congregation: We welcome you as siblings in Christ into this mission that we 
share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and 
redeeming word to all the world. Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:  
Response: God of grace, hear our prayer. 

*PEACE OF CHRIST: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
We share peace by waving to those worshipping online and then with those in the 
sanctuary by saying “Peace be with you.” 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY MUSIC: Grace – Mark Hayes           Decorah Chorale 
To give online, scan here. 

Thank you so much for your support of our shared ministry! 
 

 



 

 
 

*OFFERTORY SONG: Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray… Amen. 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING   
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

*LORD’S PRAYER: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’s table. 
  



 

 
 

COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God 

 
  



 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS:  We Come to the Hungry Feast          479 Red Hymnal 

 

 
 
  
  



 

 
 

Day By Day                             790 Red Hymnal 

 



 

 
 

 
TABLE BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray… Amen. 

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BLESSING  
  



 

 
 

*SENDING SONG: Sent Forth By God’s Blessing        547 Red Hymnal 
Children are invited to come forward to play percussion instruments during the Sending Song.  

 



 

 
 

*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER BELL 

POSTLUDE: A Glad New Song – Gwyneth Walker         Decorah Chorale 
The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way that helps to send you out! All are invited 
to a time of enjoying treats and Fellowship.   

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 – Hymns: Copyright © OneLicense A-731311 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Special thanks to the Decorah Chorale and their director, Jason Rausch, for the 
wonderful music this morning! 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY:  
PREACHING AND PRESIDING: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce  
CANTOR: Reg Laursen 
ASSISTING MINISTER: Jane Kemp 
LECTOR/READER: Hayley Jackson 
AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Carter Thompson 
FELLOWSHIP: Hayley Jackson, Dianne Burke, Bethany Volz 
 
 

  

Welcome to our new Members! 
Alex Anderson 

Jason, Alex, Maryn, and Louis Engelken 
Dan and Carolyn England 

Mike and Jenny Kunka 
Pastor Kristen, Brian, and Micah Larsen-Schmidt 

BJ and Warren Overlie 
Leah, Josiah, Charlotte, and Eli Stammeyer 

 
 

 



 

 
 

This Week at Good Shepherd 
 
Today, Sunday, October 19th: 19th Sunday after Pentecost  

10:45: Fellowship Time in Fellowship Hall; treats: Pink Flock 
3:30 PM: Open Hub Singing Club 

Monday, October 20th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
3:30 PM-8 PM: Violin Lessons 
4:00 PM: Worship & Music Committee Meeting 
6:30 PM: AL/ANON; Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, October 21st: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
9:30 AM: Bible Study with Pastor Kristen; Library — all are welcome 
6 PM: Sons of Norway Meeting; Fellowship Hall 
6:30 PM: Church Council Meeting 

Wednesday, October 22nd: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
5:30 PM: Supper for all; Fellowship Hall 
6:00 PM: Wednesday Evening Education 

-Pre-k through 5th Grade: Wednesday School 
-6th-8th Grade: Confirmation Library 
-Adult Learning: Fellowship Hall 

7:00: Closing Prayer and song together, All and Choir 
7:05 Choir Practice 
7:45: Band Practice 

Thursday, October 23rd: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-2 PM 
3:30 PM-8 PM: Violin Lessons 

Friday, October 24th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-12 PM 

Sunday, October 26th: 20th Sunday after Pentecost – Reformation Sunday 
9:30 AM: Worship, Sanctuary; with Holy Communion; Confirmation 
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
10:45 AM Fellowship Time: Fellowship Hall; treats: Pink Flock 

  



 

 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS AT GOOD SHEPHERD: 
All are welcome to join us at our 
Wednesday evening programming! 
We begin at 5:30pm with a free 
shared meal and move into an 
education time for all ages at 6pm. At 
7pm, we will gather in the sanctuary for a 
time of song and prayer, and send 
everyone on their way by 7:10 at the 
latest! If you are interested in having your 
children or youth participate, please use the 
QR code to the right to register them! We 
look forward to seeing you on 
Wednesday!  

THE FIVE Cs OF WHITENESS: 
The Good Shepherd Racial Justice Team is 
offering a free five-week interactive Zoom 
series on Wednesdays from October 1st to 
October 29th at 12:00 PM in the 
Gathering Space. Sponsored by the ELCA 
Association of White Lutherans for Racial 
Justice, the series explores how whiteness 
shapes us. All are welcome. 

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR LWR BABY 
CARE KITS: 

Donations needed for Lutheran World 
Relief Baby Care Kits include infant 
sleepers, hand towels, 4-ounce bars of 
soap, and baby blankets. A bin for 
donations is in the Gathering 
Space. Please bring your donations by 
Sunday, October 26. Thank you! Kits will 
be assembled on Tuesday, October 28 at 6:00 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. All 
are invited to help! Contact Gail Judisch for more information.  

 
  



 

 
 

Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy 

Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. People on the prayer list are 
welcome to remain there for as long as is needed. 

Those with health concerns: 
• Bob Wilson 
• Georgie Steele 
• Linda and Jim Morgan, Jane 

Borelli’s sister and brother-in-law 
• Talynn Lowe 
• Brandon Felde 
• Linda Schmidt 
• Dick Schmidt 
• Joan Searles 
• Glenda Wuest 
• Naomi Craft 
• Ed Epperly 
• Barbara, mother of Christy Vrtis 
• Anthony McCabe 
• Lise Kildegaard 

• Mickey Slind 
• Scott Barnes 
• Jon Wendling 
• Elizabeth Hermeier 
• James Barth 
• Ginny Olson 
• Haisleigh – children’s hospital, Iowa 

City 
• LaVerne Ramsey 
• Scott Ulring 
• Phillip Swanson 
• Harland Nelson 
• Carrie Solberg 
• Jutta Anderson 

To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email 
Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org or call (563) 382-3963. 

  



 

 
 

  



 

 
 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
701 Iowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101 

(563) 382-3963 office@goodshepherddecorah.org 

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! It is a joy to worship with you. You are welcome to 
enjoy really great coffee, juice, treats, and conversation down the hall after worship 
– just follow the crowd. Sit anywhere!   
• In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner 

congregation, affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender 
identities, and gender expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so 
that all may participate fully in the life of our congregation. We are an 
AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant Minors with 
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. Good Shepherd 
buildings are Carbon Neutral/Net Zero Energy use.  

• Our RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT was approved by the congregation on 
February 6th, 2022. Find the full statement at goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-
Justice-Statement or by scanning the code. 

• ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION, the bread is all non-
gluten. Wine is dark, grape juice light. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF: 
Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
 (563) 202-0780 pastorkristen@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Brooke Joyce; Music Director music@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Tristan Occhipinti; Office and Building Manager 
 tristan@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Gabby Bizal; Community Engagement Coordinator 
 gabby@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Mike Sammons; Custodian 


