GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture
Psalm 100:3

On the Costly Road of Discipleship With Jesus

September 7, 2025 — 13t Sunday after Pentecost

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD.

God makes no exceptions.

In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect to all, including those who
may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection. We rely on the healing,

unconditional love of God to shape our community in the name of the Good
Shepherd.

There is more information about our ministry on the back of the bulletin.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

rise in body or spirit when indicated by *
PRAYER BELL — PRELUDE: Canticum Graduum (Psalm 121) — Brooke Joyce
WELCOME
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

We gather in the name of the triune God T
our healer, our hope and our only home.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.

You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity,
but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, you forgive us. You do not give up on us.
Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life.
Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith.

In the cross of & Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN: Earth and All Stars! (vs. 1, 2, and 4)

#731 Red Book

0 | :
A i i { |
» . '
J ‘
1 Earth and all stars! Loud rush - ing plan - ets!
2 Trum - pet and pipes! Loud clash - ing cym - bals!
4 Class-rooms and labs! Loud boil - ing test tubes!
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Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
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Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blow - ing snow - storm!
Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud hum - ming cel - los!
Ath - lete and  band! Loud cheer - ing peo - ple!
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Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
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I too  sing prais - es with a  new song!




*GREETING:

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

*KYRIE: Congregation sings refrain; cantor sings verses 1,2, and 4.
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Ky-ri-e e -lel1 - son, on our world and on  our way.
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Ky-ri - e e -lei - son, ev-ry day.

Verses (sung by cantor)

1 For peace in the world, for the health of the church,
for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

2 That we may live out your impassioned response
to the hungry and the poor;
that we may live out truth and justice and grace,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

3 For your spirit to guide; that you center our lives
in the water and the word;
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:
O Lord God,
Direct us in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works,
begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and
finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.



FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20

15“See, | have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 1¢If
you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that | am commanding you
today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his
commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become
numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering
to possess. '/ But if your heart turns away and you do not hear but are led astray
to bow down to other gods and serve them, '8 declare to you today that you
shall certainly perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the
Jordan to enter and possess. 1?1 call heaven and earth to witness against you
today that | have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life
so that you and your descendants may live, 2° loving the Lord your God, obeying
him, and holding fast to him, for that means life to you and length of days, so that
you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 1 (read responsively)

"Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornfull
2Their delight is in the law of the Lord,
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season,
with leaves that do not wither;
everything they do shall prosper.
41t is not so with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
> Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
S For the Lord knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.

KIDS’ TIME An introduction to the kids offering



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL READING: Luke 14:25-33

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

25 Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said to

them, 26 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my

disciple. 22 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my
disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and
estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it2 27 Otherwise, when
he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to
ridicule him, 39 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.” 3! Or
what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes
against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then while the other is still far
away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33 So therefore,
none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Count the Cost: Are You All In? Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt



*HYMN OF THE DAY: Faith Begins By Letting Go 1004 Purple Book
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1 Faith be - gins by let-ting go, giv-ing up what had seemed sure,

2 Faith en-dures by hold-ing on, keep-ing mem-’ry’s roots a - live
3 Faith ma-tures by reach-ing out, stretch-ing minds, en - larg - ing hearts,
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tak - ing risks and press-ing on, though the way feels less se - cure:

so that hope may bear its fruit; prom -ise - fed, our souls will thrive,
shar-ing strug-gles, liv - ing prayer, bind - ing up the bro-ken parts;
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pil - grim - age bothright and odd, trust-ing all our life to God.
till  we find the com-mon-place ripe with wit - ness to God’s grace.
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*PEACE OF CHRIST: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
We share peace by waving to those worshipping online and then with those in the sanctuary by

not through mer -it we pos-sess but by God’s great faith - ful - ness.
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Responseis : God of grace, hear our prayer.
saying “Peace be with you.”

Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Music: RATISBON, J. G. Werner, Choralbuch, 1815

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

eporting usage under valid license

in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or re

Duplication



OFFERING AND KIDS’ OFFERING: Kids are invited to
collect offering for the Mission of the Month, which is
the Little Free Pantry at Luther College

OFFERTORY MUSIC: Christ Be With Me — Brooke
Joyce/St. Patrick

OFFERTORY SONG: Take, Oh, Take Me As | Am

To give online, scan here!
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Take, oh, take me as | am; sum-mon out what I shall be;
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set your seal up-on my heart and live in me.
*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray... Amen.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right... join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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*WORDS OF INSTITUTION
*LORD’S PRAYER:

na, ho - san - na in the

est.

high -

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: Our Father,
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.’

HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ's table.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.



COMMUNION HYMNS: Will You Come and Follow Me 798 Red Book
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1 “Will you come and fol - low me if I but  call
2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if I but  call
3 “Will you et the blind - ed see if I but  call
4 “Will you love the  you you hide if I but  call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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your name? Will  you go where  you don’t
your name? Will you  care for  cruel and
your name”? Will  you set the pris - ’ners
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kind  and nev - er be the same?
free and nev - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you  let my love  be shown, will you let my
Will you risk the hos - tile  stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as
Will you use the faith you’ve found to re - shape the .
In your com - pa - ny rn go where your love and 2
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Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Be Thou My Vision

793 Red Book
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
| ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may [ reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pOw’T.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray... Amen.
SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BLESSING

*SENDING SONG: Lead Me, Guide Me
We are unable to print this hymn in the bulletin.
*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God.
PRAYER BELL — POSTLUDE: All Glory Be to God On High — Johann Walther

768 Red Book

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional



The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way that helps to send you out! All are invited
to a time of enjoying treats and Fellowship.

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 — Hymns: Copyright © Onelicense A-731311
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY:
PREACHING AND PRESIDING: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce

CANTOR: Melissa Bills

ASSISTING MINISTER: Rolf Svanoe

LECTOR/READER: Kate Narveson

USHERS: Mike Huinker, Laura Barlament

GREETER: The Cote Family

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Alex Bodnar

FELLOWSHIP: Kate Narveson, Dave and Jan Siefken, Lyle and Sue Luzum, Connie
and Tom Buresh, Kim and Mike Huinker

N—

Children’s Offering

Beginning on Sunday, September 7", we
will be introducing the Children’s Offering
during worship. This will give little ones an

opportunity to move during the service

and we will be designating the offering
received to a mission partner each month.
In September, our offering will be given to

Welcome Luther Students!
We are delighted to have you join us
today! You are always welcome to join
in our worship and gatherings and we
would love for you to get involved.

Pastor Kristen and Gabby will be on the Luther College Little Free Pantry.
campus Tuesday morning.

Come say hi!

The Little Free Pantry is a ministry out of
the College Ministries office, and provides

NAME TAGS: Good Shepherd is students with 24-hour access to a pantry
creating permanent filled with shelf-stable food, hygiene
name tags for all products, and other supplies. During
congregation September, we will have a bin available if
members and friends you would like to donate physical items (a

i to wear each Sunday, list will be provided of items that are most

including children and young adults. in demand). Thank you for your support!

Forms are available on E

our website under the SIGN-UPS

tab and on the table in the Gathering Space. Complete a form for each person in
the family and submit it online, put it in the basket or return it to the office. Thanks!



This Week at Good Shepherd

Today, Sunday, September 7': 13t Sunday after Pentecost
10:45: Fellowship Time in Fellowship Hall; treats: Purple Flock

Monday, September 8t: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM
6:30 PM; AL/ANON: Fellowship Hall
Tuesday, September 9t: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM
@:30 AM: Bible Study, all are welcome: 9:30 AM; Library
9:45-10:45 AM: Luther College Ministry Fair: Dahl Centennial Union
12:20: Facility, Buildings and Grounds Meeting
5:30: Education Meeting
Wednesday, September 10t: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM
10 AM Communion service at Eastern Star
2:30 PM Communion service at Aase Haugen
5:30-7: 3d Grade (and older) Bible Orientation Event
7:00 Choir Practice
7:45: Band Practice
Thursday, September 11t: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM
1-4 PM Travel Club Meeting; Fellowship Hall
5 pm: Red Flock Gathering at Rebecca Hanna’s home
Friday, September 5': Church Office Hours: 9 AM-12 PM
Sunday, September 14": 14t Sunday after Pentecost BIBLE SUNDAY!
9:30 AM: Worship at Sanctuary; with Holy Communion
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
10:45 AM Fellowship Time: Fellowship Hall; treats: Purple Flock
5 pm Welcome Friends & Neighbors Picnic: Courtyard

“LEARN ABOUT THE BIBLE” EVENT FOR THIRD GRADERS
(AND UP) AND THEIR CAREGIVERS: All 3 graders and up
who have not yet received a Bible and their caregivers are
invited to join Pastor Kristen and Gabby on Wednesday,
September 10t at 5:30 PM in the library, as they dive into the
Bible and what it means! Students will receive their Bibles during
Blessing of the Bibles in worship on Sunday, September 14.
Dinner will be provided at 5:30 p.m.
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' Shepherd friends and neighbors.
GS Community--Your help with
the picnic is needed. Please sign
up to bring food and to work at
& the Picnic on the sheets in the
Gatherlng space or on our website under SIGN-UPS! Thank you!
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WEDNESDAY EVENINGS AT GOOD SHEPHERD
BEGINS with our KICK-OFF SEPTEMBER 17!

e MEAL: Every Wednesday at 5:30 we will have a simple meal for all. There will
be a free will offering but it is open to anyone for FREE. We are seeking groups
and committees willing to “adopt a meal’—prepare and serve the meal from
ingredients that will be purchased for you. Please let Gabby know if you or your
group can help.

e EDUCATION and CONNECTION for KIDS: This fall, we will be
introducing a new model of education time on Wednesday evenings
rather than Sunday morning. There will be group learning for ages PreK-
8th grade. Please register your kids and youth (for confirmation) using
the QR code here or at the link on our website under "Sign-Ups". We are
looking forward to A great fall together!

e ADULT EDUCATION AND CONNECTION is also on the docket for Wednesday
nights. There will be a brainstorming session on Sep. 17 about what you would
like to see during this time. Adults, please be thinking about what topics or classes
or arts and skills you might want to present on, facilitate discussion about, and
share with others. Please talk with Pastor Kristen if you have a specific idea.




e HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS Gabby invites you to gather with her on the 2nd and
4th Sundays of the month for an evening of food, fellowship, and learning. And
bring your friends! But you can also help on Wednesday nights with kids or
supper or connect and learn with the adults.

Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy

Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. People on the prayer list are
welcome to remain there for as long as is needed.

Those with health concerns:

o Joan Searles o Elizabeth Hermeier

o Glenda Wuest o James Barth

« Alex Anderson « Ginny Olson

« Naomi Craft « Haisleigh — children’s hospital, lowa
« Linda Schmidt City

o Ed Epperly « LaVerne Ramsey

« Barbara, mother of Christy Vrtis o Scott Ulring

o Anthony McCabe « Phillip Swanson

« Lise Kildegaard « Harland Nelson

« Bob Wilson « Dennis Martin, Marv & Mickey
o Mickey Slind Slind’s brother-in-law

o Scott Barnes o Carrie Solberg

« Jon Wendling « Jutta Anderson

Those who grieve:
« Marilyn Anderson and family, upon the death of her sister Diane Borness on
September 2
« The family of Paul Butler, who passed away on August 17t at Aase Haugen

Those serving the needs of others:
« Martha Monson Lowe
« Maryn Olson, Director of Lutheran Disaster Response
« Pastor Kathryn Thompson as she serves higher education students

To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email
Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org or call (563) 382-3963.



Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
701 lowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101
(563) 382-3963 office@goodshepherddecorah.org

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! It is a joy to worship with you. You are welcome to

enjoy really great coffee, juice, treats, and conversation down the hall after worship
— just follow the crowd. Sit anywherel

Are you interested in becoming a
New Member | member at Good Shepherd? Please
join us for the new member orientation on
Sunday October 12 at 5:30. There is a
sign up for this on the table in the
gathering area, so we can plan for food,

Interest Supper

Sunday, October 12, 5:30-7pm

or you can just let Pastor Kristen or Gabby

know if you are interested. New members will be received on Sunday October 19 in
worship.

In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner
congregation, affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender
identities, and gender expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so

that all may participate fully in the life of our congregation. We are an
AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant Minors with
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. Good Shepherd
buildings are Carbon Neutral /Net Zero Energy use.

ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION, The bread is all non-
gluten. Wine is dark, grape juice light.

Our RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT was approved by the congregation on OFEw0
February 6th, 2022. Find the full statement at ffgpz
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the  ErZs:
code.

GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF:

Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt

(563) 202-0780 pastorkristen(@goodshepherddecorah.org

Brooke Joyce; Music Director music@goodshepherddecorah.org

Tristan Occhipinti; Office and Building Manager

tristan@goodshepherddecorah.org

Gabby Bizal; Ministry and Communications Coordinator and Youth Director

gabby@goodshepherddecorah.org

Mike Sammons; Custodian



