
 

 
 

               GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
    A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture  
Psalm 100:3 

 

LARGE PRINT EDITION 

 
Fast Moving People Ignore a Homeless Man on the Streets of Bath  

 Used with permission of Creator Daz Smith.  
 

September 28th, 2025 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD. 
God makes no exceptions.  

In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect to all, including those who 
may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection. We rely on the healing, 

unconditional love of God to shape our community in the name of the Good 
Shepherd.  

There is more information about our ministry on the back of the bulletin. 



 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
rise in body or spirit when indicated by * 

PRAYER BELL – PRELUDE: Cast Your Fate to the Wind – Vince Guaraldi 
WELCOME  

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and our only home. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Merciful and loving God, 
we are your stiff-necked people. 
We trample on the needy. We grumble about your grace to others. 
We turn away from the poor and oppressed.  
Come find us once again, oh God.  
Lift us out of the muck of our sin and forgive us.  
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. 
Amen. 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
You who were lost have been found. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
Amen. 

  



 

 
 

*GATHERING HYMN: Gather Us In                532 Red Hymnal 

 



 

 
 

*GREETING:   
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
   and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C: And also with you. 

*KYRIE: Congregation sings refrain; cantor sings verses 2 and 4. 

 
Verses (sung by cantor) 
2 That we may live out your impassioned response  
   to the hungry and the poor; 
 that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
 let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4 For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives 
 in the water and the word; 
 that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 
 let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

O God,  
rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us with 
your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

KIDS’ TIME 
  



 

 
 

FIRST READING: Amos 6:1a, 4-7 
 1a Woe to those who are at ease in Zion 
  and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria. 
 4 Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory 
  and lounge on their couches 
 and eat lambs from the flock and calves from the stall, 
 5 who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp 
  and like David improvise on instruments of music, 
 6 who drink wine from bowls 
  and anoint themselves with the finest oils 
  but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 
 7 Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, 
  and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

Question to ponder: We find many ways to comfort ourselves in this life. Where is 
God calling you to get uncomfortable? 

 

 

 
  



 

 
 

Psalm 146 – read responsively 
 1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
 2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 3 Put not your trust in rulers, 
  in mortals in whom there is no help. 
 4 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 
  and in that day their thoughts perish. 
 5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
  whose hope is in the Lord their God; 
 6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
  who keeps promises forever; 
 7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed,  

   and food to those who hunger. 
  The Lord sets the captive free. 
 8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; 

   the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
  the Lord loves the righteous. 
 9 The Lord cares for the stranger; 
  the Lord sustains the orphan and widow,  

   but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 10 The Lord shall reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 

Question to ponder: Who or what do you put your trust in? 

 

 
  



 

 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 6:6-19 
6 Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment, 7 for we 
brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it, 8 but if we 
have food and clothing, we will be content with these. 9 But those who want to be 
rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires 
that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of 
all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away 
from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. 
  11 But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of 
the eternal life to which you were called and for which you made the good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 In the presence of God, who gives 
life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate 
made the good confession, I charge you 14 to keep the commandment without spot 
or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will bring 
about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of 
kings and Lord of lords. 16 It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in 
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and 
eternal dominion. Amen. 
  17 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be 
haughty or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather on God, who 
richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 They are to do good, to be 
rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 19 thus storing up for themselves 
the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the 
life that really is life. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

Question to ponder: What kind of riches are you striving for? 

 

 
  



 

 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
  



 

 
 

*GOSPEL READING: Luke 16:19-31 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 19 “There was a rich man who was dressed 
in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously 
every day. 20 And at his gate lay a poor man named 
Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who longed to satisfy 
his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; 
even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22 The 
poor man died and was carried away by the angels 
to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where 
he was being tormented, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far away with 
Lazarus by his side. 24 He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in 
agony in these flames.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your 
lifetime you received your good things and Lazarus in like manner evil things, but 
now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 Besides all this, between you 
and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from 
here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27 He said, ‘Then I 
beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house 28 for I have five brothers—that 
he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of 
torment.’ 29 Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should 
listen to them.’ 30 He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead 
goes to them, they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses 
and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the 
dead.’ ” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON:  Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
Question to ponder: Who is the “Lazarus” at your gate that God is asking you to see 
and care for as a brother or sister? 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY: God of Grace and God of Glory             705 Red Hymnal 

 



 

 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Response: God of grace, hear our prayer. 

*PEACE OF CHRIST:                   The peace of Christ be 
with you always. And also with you. 

We share peace by waving to those worshipping online and then with those in the 
sanctuary by saying “Peace be with you.” 

OFFERTORY MUSIC 
To give online, scan here. 

Thank you so much for your support of our shared ministry! 
 

*OFFERTORY SONG: Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am 

 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray… Amen. 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING   
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

*LORD’S PRAYER: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.` 

HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’s table. 
 

 



 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS: Let Not the Needy Be Forgotten          1058 Purple Hymnal 

 

 
  
  



 

 
 

Come Now, You Blessed                            1059 Purple Hymnal 

 

 
  
  



 

 
 

Build A Longer Table                           1062 Purple Hymnal 

 

 
TABLE BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray… Amen. 

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BLESSING  
  



 

 
 

*SENDING SONG: Canticle of the Turning (vs. 1, 3, 4)             723 Red Hymnal 
Children are invited to come forward to play percussion instruments during the Sending Song.  

 



 

 
 

*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER BELL – POSTLUDE: Prelude and Fugue in B♭ – J.S. Bach 
The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way that helps to send you out! All are invited 
to a time of enjoying treats and Fellowship.   

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 – Hymns: Copyright © OneLicense A-731311 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY:  
PREACHING AND PRESIDING: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce  
CANTOR: Karin Martin-Hiner 
ASSISTING MINISTER: Kate Narveson 
LECTOR/READER: James Barth 
USHERS: Erik Berg, Megan and Ben Buckingham, Brian Hiester 
GREETER: The Cote Family 
AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN:  
FELLOWSHIP: Connie and Tom Buresh, Lyle and Sue Luzum, Jennifer Self, Jerry and 
JoAnn Aulwes, Diane Kruse 
 

NAMETAGS: Good Shepherd is 
creating permanent name tags 
for all congregation members and 
friends to wear each Sunday, including 
children and young adults. Forms are 
available on our website under the SIGN-
UPS, on the table in the Gathering Space, 
or by scanning the QR code here. 
Complete a form for each person in the 
family and submit it online, put it in the 

basket or return it to the office. Thanks!  
 

DECORAH COMMUNITY MEAL: THURSDAY, OCT. 2nd, 5-6:15 PM:  
Please join your friends and neighbors for this free meal in Decorah Lutheran’s 
Fellowship Hall, 309 Winnebago Street. All are welcome! Gluten free options and 
carry outs are always available.  
  



 

 
 

This Week at Good Shepherd 
Today, Sunday, September 28th: 15th Sunday after Pentecost  

10:45: Fellowship Time in Fellowship Hall; treats: Purple Flock 
3:30-5: Open Hub Singing Club 
6 PM: High School Ministry 

Monday, September 29th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM 
Tristan out of the office 
6:30 PM: AL/ANON; Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, September 30th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM 
9:30 AM: Bible Study with Linda Groe; Library — all are welcome 
4:30 PM: Stewardship Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, October 1st: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM 
12:00 PM: The Five Cs of Whiteness: Racial Justice; Gathering Space 
3:30 PM: Men’s Group meet at Impact Coffee 
5:30 PM: Supper for all; Fellowship Hall 
6:00 PM: Wednesday Evening Education 

-Pre-k through 5th Grade: Wednesday School 
-6th-8th Grade: Confirmation Library 
-Adult Learning: Fellowship Hall: Intro to the ELCA Bishop Elect 

7:00: Closing Prayer and song together, All and Choir 
7:05 Choir Practice 
7:45: Band Practice 

Thursday, October 2nd: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM 
5 PM: Decorah Community Meal; Decorah Lutheran Church 

Friday, October 3rd: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-12 PM 

Saturday, October 4th: 
10 AM: Daughters of the American Revolution Meeting 

Sunday, October 5th: 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
(Pastor Kristen will be preaching at Luther for homecoming) 
9:30 AM: Jazz Worship, Sanctuary; with Holy Communion 
Presiding: Pastor Marion Pruitt-Jefferson  
Preaching: Jane Jakoubek 
10:45 AM Fellowship Time: Fellowship Hall; treats: Pink Flock 
3:30-5: Open Hub Singing Club 

_________________________________________________________ 



 

 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS AT 
GOOD SHEPHERD: 
All are welcome to join us at 
our Wednesday evening 
programming! We begin at 
5:30pm with a free shared 
meal and move into an 
education time for all ages at 
6pm. At 7pm, we will gather in 
the sanctuary for a time of song 
and prayer, and send everyone 
on their way by 7:10 at the 
latest! If you are interested in 
having your children or youth 
participate, please use the QR 
code to the right to 
register them! We 
look forward to 
seeing you on 
Wednesday!  

  
  



 

 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD DAY OF PRAYER: The Good Shepherd Sanctuary will be open 
for a Day of Prayer on Thursday, October 2nd, an opportunity to pray 
for Luther College President Brad Chamberlain, new ELCA Presiding Bishop Yehiel 
Curry and ELCA Secretary CeCee Mills, and for our new Good Shepherd 
leadership under Pastor Kristen, and Gabby Bizal. Drop in any time! If you wish, 
please write a prayer on a strip of paper and add it to the prayer chain on the 
altar. 

THE FIVE Cs OF WHITENESS: The Good Shepherd Racial Justice Team is offering 
a free five-week interactive Zoom series on Wednesdays from October 1st to 
October 29th at 12:00 PM in the Gathering Space. Sponsored by the ELCA 
Association of White Lutherans for Racial Justice, the series explores how whiteness 
shapes us. All are welcome. 

Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy 

Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. People on the prayer list are 
welcome to remain there for as long as is needed. 

Those with health concerns: 
• Linda Schmidt 
• Dick Schmidt 
• Joan Searles 
• Glenda Wuest 
• Naomi Craft 
• Ed Epperly 
• Barbara, mother of Christy Vrtis 
• Anthony McCabe 
• Lise Kildegaard 
• Bob Wilson 
• Mickey Slind 
• Scott Barnes 

• Jon Wendling 
• Elizabeth Hermeier 
• James Barth 
• Ginny Olson 
• Haisleigh – children’s hospital, Iowa 

City 
• LaVerne Ramsey 
• Scott Ulring 
• Phillip Swanson 
• Harland Nelson 
• Carrie Solberg 
• Jutta Anderson 

Those who grieve: 
• Marv and Mickey Slind and family, upon the death of their brother-in-law 

Dennis Martin on September 11th in Buffalo, New York 
• The family of William De Graaf, Jr, member of Good Shepherd, who died on 

September 8th in Wyoming, Michigan 
• Marilyn Anderson and family, upon the death of her sister Diane Borness on 

September 2nd 
To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email 
Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org or call (563) 382-3963.  



 

 
 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
701 Iowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101 

(563) 382-3963 office@goodshepherddecorah.org 

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! It is a joy to worship with you. You are welcome to 
enjoy really great coffee, juice, treats, and conversation down the hall after worship 
– just follow the crowd. Sit anywhere!   

 Are you interested in becoming a 
member at Good Shepherd?  Please join 
us for the new member orientation on 
Sunday October 12 at 5:30. Sign up for this on the 
table in the gathering area or scan this code, so we 

can plan for food, or just let Pastor Kristen or Gabby know if you are interested. 
New members will be received on Sunday October 19 in worship. 
• In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner 

congregation, affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender 
identities, and gender expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so 
that all may participate fully in the life of our congregation. We are an 
AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant Minors with 
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. Good Shepherd 
buildings are Carbon Neutral/Net Zero Energy use.  

• Our RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT was approved by the congregation 
on February 6th, 2022. Find the full statement at 
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the 
code. 

• ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION, The bread is all non-
gluten. Wine is dark, grape juice light. 

 
 
GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF: 
Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
 (563) 202-0780 pastorkristen@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Brooke Joyce; Music Director music@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Tristan Occhipinti; Office and Building Manager 
 tristan@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Gabby Bizal; Community Engagement Coordinator 
 gabby@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Mike Sammons; Custodian 


