
 

 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
    A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture  
Psalm 100:3 

LARGE PRINT EDITION 

 

September 21st, 2025 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD. 
God makes no exceptions.  

In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect to all, including 
those who may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection. We rely on 
the healing, unconditional love of God to shape our community in the 

name of the Good Shepherd.  
There is more information about our ministry on the back of the bulletin. 



 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
rise in body or spirit when indicated by * 

PRAYER BELL – PRELUDE: Rhapsody – Sergei Rachmaninoff 
WELCOME  

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and our only home. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Merciful and loving God, 
we are your stiff-necked people. 
We trample on the needy. We grumble about your grace to others. 
We turn away from the poor and oppressed.  
Come find us once again, oh God.  
Lift us out of the muck of our sin and forgive us.  
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. 
Amen. 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
You who were lost have been found. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
Amen. 

  



 

 
 

*GATHERING HYMN: O God Beyond All Praising              880 Red Hymnal 

 
*GREETING:                      

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.        

C: And also with you. 



 

 
 

*KYRIE: Congregation sings refrain; cantor sings verses 2 and 4. 

 
Verses (sung by cantor) 
2 That we may live out your impassioned response 

to the hungry and the poor; 
 that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
 let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3 For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives 
 in the water and the word; 
 that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 
 let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

God among us,  
we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our feet 
from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace 
revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

KIDS’ TIME 
  



 

 
 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 8:18—9:1 
 18 My joy is gone; grief is upon me; 
  my heart is sick. 
 19 Listen! The cry of the daughter of my people 
  from far and wide in the land: 
 “Is the Lord not in Zion? 
  Is her King not in her?” 
 (“Why have they provoked me to anger with their images, 
  with their foreign idols?”) 
 20 “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, 
  and we are not saved.” 
 21 For the brokenness of the daughter of my people I am broken, 
  I mourn, and horror has seized me. 
 22 Is there no balm in Gilead? 
  Is there no physician there? 
 Why then has the health of the daughter of my people 
  not been restored? 
 9:1 O that my head were a spring of water 
  and my eyes a fountain of tears, 
 so that I might weep day and night 
  for the slain of the daughter of my people! 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
  



 

 
 

PSALM 79:1-9 
 1 O God, the nations have come into your inheritance; they have profaned 
your | holy temple; 
  they have made Jerusalem a | heap of rubble. 
 2 They have given the bodies of your servants as food for the birds | of the air, 
  and the flesh of your faithful ones to the beasts | of the field. 
 3 They have shed their blood like water on every side | of Jerusalem, 
  and there was no one to | bury them. 
 4 We have become a reproach | to our neighbors, 
  an object of scorn and derision to | those around us. 
 5 How long will you be an- | gry, O Lord? 
  Will your fury blaze like | fire forever? 
 6 Pour out your wrath upon the nations who | have not known you 
  and upon the kingdoms that have not called up- | on your name. 
 7 For they have de- | voured Jacob 
  and made his dwell- | ing a ruin. 
 8 Remember not our past sins; let your compassion be | swift to meet us; 
  for we have been brought | very low. 
 9 Help us, O God our Savior, for the glory | of your name; 
  deliver us and forgive us our sins, | for your name’s sake. 
  



 

 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, 
so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3 This 
is right and acceptable before God our Savior, 4 who desires everyone to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For 
 there is one God; 
  there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 
 Christ Jesus, himself human, 
  6 who gave himself a ransom for all 
—this was attested at the right time.7 For this I was appointed a herald and an 
apostle (I am telling the truth; I am not lying), a teacher of the gentiles in faith and 
truth. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
  



 

 
 

*GOSPEL READING: Luke 16:1-13 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and 
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2 So he 
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an 
accounting of your management because you cannot be my manager any 
longer.’ 3 Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is 
taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am 
ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as 
manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ 5 So, summoning his master’s 
debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 He 
answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down 
quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7 Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ 
He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and 
make it eighty.’ 8 And his master commended the dishonest manager because he 
had acted shrewdly, for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with 
their own generation than are the children of light. 9 And I tell you, make friends 
for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone they may 
welcome you into the eternal homes. 
  10 “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and whoever is 
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11 If, then, you have not been 
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if 
you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is 
your own? 13 No slave can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one 
and love the other or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and wealth.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON: Finding Home                           Sara Hopkins 
  



 

 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY: There Is a Balm in Gilead              614 Red Hymnal 

 



 

 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:  Response: God of grace, hear our prayer. 

*PEACE OF CHRIST: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
We share peace by waving to those worshipping online and then with those in the 
sanctuary by saying “Peace be with you.” 

OFFERTORY MUSIC: Christ is the Same – Wills/Joyce 

To give online, scan here. 
Thank you so much for your support of our shared ministry! 

OFFERTORY SONG: Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray… Amen. 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING   
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

*LORD’S PRAYER: 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: Our Father, 
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.` 

HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’s table. 
  



 

 
 

COMMUNION SONG:  Lamb of God 

 
  



 

 
 

 Now the Silence                        460 Red Hymnal 

 

 
  



 

 
 

 Abide with Me                        629 Red Hymnal 

 



 

 
 

TABLE BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray… Amen. 

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BLESSING  

Children are invited to come forward to play percussion instruments during the Sending 
Song.  

*SENDING SONG: Take My Life, That I May Be (vs. 1, 2, 4)         583 Red Hymnal 

 



 

 
 

 
*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER BELL – POSTLUDE: Danza Criolla – Alberto Ginastera 
The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way that helps to send you out! All are invited 
to a time of enjoying treats and Fellowship.   

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 – Hymns: Copyright © OneLicense A-731311 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

  



 

 
 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY:  
PREACHING: Sara Hopkins 
PRESIDING: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce  
CANTOR: Tom Buresh 
ASSISTING MINISTER: Tom Buresh 
LECTOR/READER: Rolf Svanoe 
USHERS: Mike Huinker, Laura Barlament 
GREETER: James Barth 
AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Alex Bodnar 
FELLOWSHIP: Kate Narveson, Kim and Mike Huinker, Lyle and Sue Luzum, Dave and 
Jan Siefken, Connie and Tom Buresh, Jennifer Self 
 
 

 

 

  



 

 
 

This Week at Good Shepherd 
Today, Sunday, September 21st: 15th Sunday after Pentecost  

10:45: Fellowship Time in Fellowship Hall; treats: Purple Flock 
11 AM: Orange Flock Meeting 
3:30 PM: Open Hub Singers 
4:30 PM: Eat, Play, Love Potluck; Fellowship Hall 

Monday, September 22nd: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM 
6:30 PM: AL/ANON; Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, September 23rd: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM 
9 AM – 6 PM: WELCA School Care Kit Assembly; Fellowship Hall 
9:30 AM: Bible Study with Pastor Kristen; Library — all are welcome 
7 PM: WELCA Meeting; Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, September 24th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM 
8:30 AM: Bobbers Coffee; Fellowship Hall 
5:30 PM: Supper for all; Fellowship Hall 
6:00 PM: Wednesday Evening Education 

-Pre-k through 5th Grade: Wednesday School 
-6th-8th Grade: Confirmation; Library 
-Adult Learning: Fellowship Hall 

7:00: Closing Prayer and song together, All and Choir 
7:05 Choir Practice 
7:45: Band Practice 

Thursday, September 25th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM 
Newsletter deadline 

Friday, September 26th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-12 PM 

Saturday, September 27th: 
3 PM: Secondary Education Community Discussion; Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, September 28th: 16th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 AM: Worship, Sanctuary; with Holy Communion 
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
10:45 AM Fellowship Time: Fellowship Hall; treats: Purple Flock 
3:30-5: Open Hub Singers 



 

 
 

NAMETAGS: Good Shepherd is creating 
permanent name tags for all congregation 
members and friends to wear each Sunday, 
including children and young adults. Forms are 
available on our website under the SIGN-UPS, on the 
table in the Gathering Space, or by scanning the QR code 
here. Complete a form for each person in the family and 

submit it online, put it in the basket or return it to the office. Thanks!  

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS AT GOOD SHEPHERD: 
All are welcome to join us at our Wednesday evening programming! 
We begin at 5:30pm with a free shared meal and move into an 
education time for all ages at 6pm. At 7pm, we will gather in the 
sanctuary for a time of song and prayer, and send everyone on their way by 
7:10 at the latest! If you are interested in having your children or youth 
participate, please use the QR code to the right to register them! We look 
forward to seeing you on Wednesday!  

 
 
DECORAH COMMUNITY MEAL: THURSDAY, OCT. 2nd, 5-6:15 PM:  

Please join your friends and neighbors for this free meal in Decorah Lutheran’s 
Fellowship Hall, 309 Winnebago Street. All are welcome! This month, members of 
Decorah Lutheran Church are providing volunteers, salads, and desserts. The main 
course is provided by Bon Appetit of Luther College. Gluten free options and 
carry outs are always available.  

 
 
Two musical events next weekend at Luther will feature Good Shepherd 
musicians: 

1) Friday at 7:30 pm in the NRH, “That 1975 Concert,” with Laura Barlament, 
Krista Holland, Nicholas Shaneyfelt, Kathryn Reed, Melissa Bills and Jonathon 
Struve 
2) Saturday at 10:30 am and 1 pm in Jewel Theatre, “Owl at Home,” a children’s 
opera by Brooke Joyce and Bobby Vrtis 

  



 

 
 

Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy 

Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. People on the prayer list are 
welcome to remain there for as long as is needed. 

Those with health concerns: 
• Angie Sadler 
• Joan Searles 
• Glenda Wuest 
• Naomi Craft 
• Linda Schmidt 
• Ed Epperly 
• Barbara, mother of Christy Vrtis 
• Anthony McCabe 
• Lise Kildegaard 
• Bob Wilson 
• Mickey Slind 
• Scott Barnes 

• Jon Wendling 
• Elizabeth Hermeier 
• James Barth 
• Ginny Olson 
• Haisleigh – children’s hospital, Iowa 

City 
• LaVerne Ramsey 
• Scott Ulring 
• Phillip Swanson 
• Harland Nelson 
• Carrie Solberg 
• Jutta Anderson 

Those who grieve: 
• Marv and Mickey Slind and family, upon the death of their brother-in-law 

Dennis Martin on September 11th in Buffalo, New York 
• The family of William De Graaf, Jr, member of Good Shepherd, who died on 

September 8th in Wyoming, Michigan 
• Marilyn Anderson and family, upon the death of her sister Diane Borness on 

September 2nd 
Those serving the needs of others: 
• Martha Monson Lowe 
• Maryn Olson, Director of Lutheran Disaster Response 
• Pastor Kathryn Thompson as she serves higher education students  
 
To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email 
Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org or call (563) 382-3963.  



 

 
 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
701 Iowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101 

(563) 382-3963 office@goodshepherddecorah.org 

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! It is a joy to worship with you. You are welcome to 
enjoy really great coffee, juice, treats, and conversation down the hall after worship 
– just follow the crowd. Sit anywhere!   

 Are you interested in becoming a 
member at Good Shepherd?  Please 
join us for the new member orientation on 
Sunday October 12 at 5:30. Sign up for this on the 
table in the gathering area or scan this code, so we 

can plan for food, or just let Pastor Kristen or Gabby know if you are interested. 
New members will be received on Sunday October 19 in worship. 
• In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner 

congregation, affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender 
identities, and gender expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so 
that all may participate fully in the life of our congregation. We are an 
AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant Minors with 
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. Good Shepherd 
buildings are Carbon Neutral/Net Zero Energy use.  

• Our RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT was approved by the congregation 
on February 6th, 2022. Find the full statement at 
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the 
code. 

• ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION, The bread is all non-
gluten. Wine is dark, grape juice light. 

 
 
GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF: 
Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
 (563) 202-0780 pastorkristen@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Brooke Joyce; Music Director music@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Tristan Occhipinti; Office and Building Manager 
 tristan@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Gabby Bizal; Ministry and Communications Coordinator and Youth Director 
 gabby@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Mike Sammons; Custodian 


