
 

 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture Psalm 100:3 

 

LARGE PRINT EDITION 

 
Luke 14 Banquet – Acrylic on canvas by Hyatt Moore (hyattmoore.com) 

Used by permission of the artist. 

August 31st, 2025 – 12th Sunday after Pentecost 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD. 

God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect 
to all, including those who may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection. We 
rely on the healing, unconditional love of God to shape our community in the 

name of the Good Shepherd.  

There is more information about our ministry on the back of the bulletin. 



 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
rise in body or spirit when indicated by * 

GATHERING 
PRAYER BELL – PRELUDE: Good Morning Blues – Count Basie 
WELCOME  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
We gather in the name of the triune God ☩ our healer, our hope and our only 
home. Amen. 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.  
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own 
way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the 
abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and 
generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, you 
forgive us. You do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the 
path of life.  
Amen. 
You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. 
In the cross of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 
Amen. 
  



 

 
 

*GATHERING HYMN: Gather Us In                 532 Red Book 

 
*GREETING: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 



 

 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE: 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
O God,  
you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us 
the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

FIRST READING: Proverbs 25:6-7a 
 6 Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence 
  or stand in the place of the great, 
 7a for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 
  than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 



 

 
 

PSALM: Psalm 112 
 1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the Lord 
  and have great delight in | God’s commandments! 
 2 Their descendants will be mighty | in the land; 
  the generation of the upright | will be blessed. 
 3 Wealth and riches will be | in their house, 
  and their righteousness will | last forever. 
 4 Light shines in the darkness | for the upright; 
  the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion. 
 5 It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending 
  and to manage their af- | fairs with justice. 
 6 For they will nev- | er be shaken; 
  the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance. 
 7 They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors; 
  their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the Lord. 
 8 Their heart is established and | will not shrink, 
  until they see their desire up- | on their enemies. 
 9 They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands | fast forever; 
   they will hold up their | head with honor. 
 10 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and | pine 
away; 
  the desires of the wick- | ed will perish. 
  



 

 
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
1 Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3 Remember those 
who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them, those who are being 
tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. 4 Let marriage be held in 
honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God will judge the 
sexually immoral and adulterers. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money, and 
be content with what you have, for he himself has said, “I will never leave you or 
forsake you.” 6 So we can say with confidence, 
 “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. 
 What can anyone do to me?” 
  7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the 
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever. 15 Through him, then, let us continually offer a 
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16 Do not 
neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 
God. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

KIDS’ TIME 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
  



 

 
 

*GOSPEL READING: Luke 14:1, 7-14 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to 
eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
  7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a 
parable. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit 
down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been 
invited by your host, 9 and the host who invited both of you may come and say to 
you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the 
lowest place. 10 But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so 
that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you 
will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11 For all who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted.” 
  12 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a 
dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich 
neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13 But 
when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the 
blind. 14 And you will be blessed because they cannot repay you, for you will be 
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON: Unreserved              Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
  



 

 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY: Let Us Go Now to the Banquet              523 Red Book 

 
 
 



 

 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Response is: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

*PEACE OF CHRIST: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
We share peace by waving to those worshipping online or through the public access 
channel and then with those in the sanctuary. 

MEAL 
OFFERTORY MUSIC: Come, Labor On – Jane Borthwick/T. Tertius Noble 
  



 

 
 

OFFERTORY SONG: Goodness Is Stronger than Evil                721 Red Book 

 
 



 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray… Amen. 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING   

 
It is indeed right… join their unending hymn: 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION – THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

*LORD’S PRAYER: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.` 



 

 
 

HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’s table. 
COMMUNION HYMNS: God Extends an Invitation (sung twice)            486 Red Book 

 

 
  



 

 
 

Now We Join in Celebration                   462 Red Book 

 



 

 
 

Build A Longer Table               1062 Purple Book 

 

 
TABLE BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray… Amen. 

SENDING 

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BLESSING  
  



 

 
 

*SENDING SONG: Sent Forth By God’s Blessing        547 Red Book 

 



 

 
 

*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER BELL – POSTLUDE: Stoptime Rag – Scott Joplin 
The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way that helps to send you out!  

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 – Hymns: Copyright © OneLicense A-731311 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY:  
PREACHING AND PRESIDING: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce  
CANTOR: Melanie Folkerts 
ASSISTING MINISTER: Bob Larson 
LECTOR/READER: Jane Borelli 
USHERS: Lyle Otte, Bob Naslund 
GREETER: Harriet Hayes 
AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Keegan Joyce  
FELLOWSHIP: Lyle Otte, Donna Bahr, Harriet Hayes, Brian Caton, Clara Knudson, 
Jane Borelli, Carol Hasvold 
HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY MEETING TODAY: All high school students and parents of 
high school students are invited to attend a meeting regarding high school ministry 
for this school year! The meeting will take place today following worship. We will 
gather in the Gathering Space directly outside of the Sanctuary. This meeting will 
cover the schedule, we will gather input regarding what students want to talk about 
or cover this year, and an opportunity for a High School retreat at the end of 
October. Please plan to join us! 
AMMPARO POSTCARDS: Please join Pastor Marion and Marty Steele during 
fellowship today to sign provided postcards to send to our legislators. The 
postcards affirm our commitment to the safety and dignity of all, the importance of 
keeping families together, and the need for legal pathways to immigration. This is a 
national AMMPARO effort; cards will be gathered on the 31st and hand-delivered 
to legislators by an AMMPARO staffer.  
WEDNESDAY EVENING EDUCATION: The school year is fast 
approaching, which brings with it a new program year! This fall, we will 
be introducing a new model of education time on Wednesday evenings, 
with an all-ages meal at 5:30pm and time for education for everyone 
PreK-8th grade, as well as adults, from 6pm-7pm. High School students will be 
gathering on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month, for an evening of food, 
fellowship, and learning. Please register your kids and youth using the QR code 
here or at the link on our website under "Sign-Ups". We are looking forward to 
being with all of you during this time! 
 



 

 
 

Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy 
Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. There are no time constraints 
to our care for others as we offer their needs up to God. People on the prayer list are welcome to remain there for 

as long as is needed. 

Those with health concerns: 
• Joan Searles 
• Glenda Wuest 
• Diane Borness 
• Alex Anderson 
• Naomi Craft 
• Linda Schmidt 
• Ed Epperly 
• Barbara, mother of Christy Vrtis 
• Anthony McCabe 
• Lise Kildegaard 
• Bob Wilson 
• Mickey Slind 
• Scott Barnes 
• Jon Wendling 

• Elizabeth Hermeier 
• James Barth 
• Ginny Olson 
• Haisleigh – children’s hospital, Iowa 

City 
• LaVerne Ramsey 
• Scott Ulring 
• Phillip Swanson 
• Harland Nelson 
• Dennis Martin, Marv & Mickey 

Slind’s brother-in-law 
• Carrie Solberg 
• Jutta Anderson 

Those who grieve: 
• The family of Paul Butler, who passed away on August 17th at Aase Haugen 

Those serving the needs of others: 
• Martha Monson Lowe 
• Maryn Olson, Director of Lutheran Disaster Response 
• Pastor Kathryn Thompson as she serves higher education students through LuMin 

in La Crosse 
To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email 
Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org or call (563) 382-3963. 

  



 

 
 

This Week at Good Shepherd 
Today, Sunday, August 31st: 12th Sunday after Pentecost  
 Worship at 9:30 AM; Sanctuary; with Holy Communion 
 Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
 Fellowship Time: 10:45 AM; Fellowship Hall; treats: Blue Flock 
 High School Ministry Meeting: 10:45; Gathering Space 

Monday, September 1st: Office closed for Labor Day 
AL/ANON: 6:30 PM; Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, September 2nd: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM 
Bible Study with Pastor Kristen: 9:30 AM; Library 
WELCA Meeting: 7-8:30 PM; Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, September 3rd: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM 

Thursday, September 4th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM 
 Racial Justice Team Meeting: 5:30 PM; Library 

Friday, September 5th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-12 PM 

Sunday, September 7th: 13th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Worship at 9:30 AM; Sanctuary; with Holy Communion 
 Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
 Fellowship Time: 10:45 AM; Fellowship Hall; treats: Purple Flock 
  



 

 
 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
701 Iowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101 

(563) 382-3963 office@goodshepherddecorah.org 

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! It is a joy to worship with you. You are 
welcome to enjoy really great coffee, juice, treats, and conversation 
down the hall after worship – follow the crowd. Sit anywhere! 
In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ 
partner congregation, affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual 

orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions, and our commitment to anti-
racism work so that all may participate fully in the life of our congregation. We are 
an AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant Minors with 
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. 
ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION. It is Christ’s table and 
Christ is the host. Instructions are included in the communion section of the Order of 
Worship.  
RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT: This Statement was approved at the annual 
meeting of the congregation on February 6th, 2022. It was developed 
through the work of the Racial Justice Team which held listening sessions with 
the congregation. Find the full statement at 
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the code. 
 

The Good Shepherd buildings are Carbon Neutral/Net Zero Energy use. 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF: 
Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
 (563) 202-0780 pastorkristen@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Brooke Joyce; Music Director 
 music@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Tristan Occhipinti; Office and Building Manager 
 tristan@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Gabby Bizal; Ministry and Communications Coordinator and Youth Director 
 gabby@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Mike Sammons; Custodian 


