GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture psaim 100:3

LARGE PRINT EDITION

Sunday, July 20, 2025 — 8t Sunday after Pentecost
ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD.

God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect
to all, including those who may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection. We
rely on the healing, unconditional love of God to shape our community in the
name of the Good Shepherd.

There is more information about our ministry on the back of the bulletin.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

rise in body or spirit when indicated by *

GATHERING
PRAYER BELL — PRELUDE: Morning Has Broken — arr. Tedd Smith
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

We gather in the name of the triune God T our healer, our hope and our only
home. Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own
way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the
abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and
generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, you
forgive us. You do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the
path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith.

In the cross of & Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN: Morning Has Broken 556 Red Book
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1 Mom-ing has bro - ken like the first morn - 1ing;  black-bird has
2 Sweet the rain’s new fall, sun - lit from heav - en, like the first
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spo - ken like the first bird. Praise for the sing - ing! Praise for the
dew -fall on the first grass. Praise for the sweet-ness of the wet
one light E -den saw play! Praise with e - la - tion, praise ev-'ry
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*GREETING:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



*HYMN OF PRAISE

Refrain

Assisting minister
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1 Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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free to be peo-ple of God.
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Pow - er and rich - es and wis - dom and
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strength, and  hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.
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Final refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain
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has be - gun his  reign. Al - le - lu-ia. Al-le - lu - ia.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach
us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to
treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

2Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

12], the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13| applied my mind to seek
and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business

that God has given to humans to be busy with. 141 saw all the deeds that are done
under the sun, and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind.

218] hated all my toil in which | had toiled under the sun, seeing that | must leave it

to my successor, '° and who knows whether he will be wise or foolish? Yet he will be
master of all for which | toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is

vanity. 20 So | turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my

labors under the sun, 2! because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and
knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it.

This also is vanity and a great evil. 22 What do mortals get from all the toil and
strain with which they toil under the sun? 23 For all their days are full of pain, and
their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 49:1-12
" Hear this, | all you peoples;
give ear, all you who dwell | in the world,
2you of high de- | gree and low,
rich and | poor together.
3 My mouth shall | speak of wisdom,
and my heart shall meditate on | understanding.
4] will incline my ear | to a proverb
and set forth my riddle up- | on the harp.
5Why should | be afraid in | evil days,
when the wickedness of those at my | heels surrounds me,
¢the wickedness of those who put their trust in | their own prowess,
and boast of | their great riches?
7 One can never re- | deem another,
or give to God the ransom for an- | other’s life;
8 for the ransom of a life | is so great
that there would never be e- | nough to pay it,
%in order to live forev- | er and ever
and never | see the grave.
10For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stu- | pid they perish
and leave their wealth to those who come | after them.
11 Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from generation
to | generation,
though they had named lands af- | ter themselves.
12Even though honored, they cannot ! live forever;
they are like the | beasts that perish.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - lu - 1a.

*GOSPEL READING: Luke 12:13-21
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

13 Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
family inheritance with me.” 4 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge

or arbitrator over you?” 1> And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard
against all kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of

possessions.” 1 Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced
abundantly. 7 And he thought to himself, ‘What should | do, for | have no place to
store my crops?’ '8 Then he said, ‘| will do this: | will pull down my barns and build

larger ones, and there | will store all my grain and my goods. '? And | will say to my
soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be

merry.’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded
of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 2! So it is with those
who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON: Be On Your Guard Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt



*HYMN OF THE DAY: My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less

596 Red Book
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1 My  hope is built on noth-ing less than Je-sus’ blood and righ-teous-ness;
2 When dark-ness veils his love-ly face, I rest on his un - chang-ing grace;
3 His oath, his cov - e - nant, his blood sus-tain me in rag - ing flood;
4 When he shall come with trum-pet sound, oh, may I then him be found,
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no mer-it of my own I claim,but whol - ly lean on Je - sus’ name.
in ev-'ry high and storm -y gale my an - chorholds with-in the veil.
when all sup-ports are washed a-way, he then is all my hope and stay.
clothed in his righ-teous-ness a-lone, re - deemed to stand be - fore the throne!
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Music: THE SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Response is: God of grace, hear our prayer.
*PEACE OF CHRIST: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

We share peace by waving to those worshipping online or through
channel and then with those in the sanctuary.

MEAL
OFFERTORY MUSIC: Bread for the Journey — Rolf Svanoe
OFFERTORY SONG: Take My Life, That | May Be (verses 1, 2, 4)

the public access

685 Red Book
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1 Take my life, that I may be con - se - crat - ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy Ilove;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I with-hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in

take my feet and let them be

take my in - tel - lect, and use

ev - Ty pow’r as

swift and beau - 1 - ful

cease -less praise.
for thee.

thou shalt choose.
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*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray... Amen.

.
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Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: PATMOS, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870



*GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right... join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

0 4 \
7 & 5
[fan) O e o
rl ’ i
Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho -1y Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.



*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

*LORD’S PRAYER: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’'s table.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.



COMMUNION HYMNS: Shepherd Me O God

780 Red Book
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1 God is my shep-herd, so noth-ing shall 1 want, I
2 Gent - ly you raise me and heal my wea -1y soul, you
3 Though I should wan - der the val - ley of death, I
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lead me by path-ways of righ - teous-ness and truth, my
fear no e - vil, for you are at my side, your
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spir - it shall sing the mu - sic of your name.
rod and your staff, my com -fort and my hope.
n . Leader
A — o — N I
bor—=< " E— — ¢ o
J —
4 You have set me a ban-quet of love in the face of
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ha-tred, crown-ing me with love be-yond my pow'r to hold.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, based on Psalm 23

Music: SHEPHERD ME, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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5 Sure-ly your kind-ness and mer-cy fol-low me all the days of my life;
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I will dwell in the house of my God for-ev - er - more.

Final refrain
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Just As | Am, without One Plea

592 Red Book
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1 Just as I am, with - out one plea, but that thy blood was
2 Just as I am, though tossed a-bout with man - ya con -flict,
3 Just as I am, thou wilt re -ceive, wilt wel - come, par - don,
4 Just as I am; thy love un-known has bro - ken ev - 'ry
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TABLE BLESSING
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray... Amen.

Music: WOODWORTH, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871



SENDING
SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BLESSING
*SENDING SONG: In Christ there Is No East or West 650 Red Book
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1 In Chrst there 1s no east or west, in him no south or  north,
2 In  Christ shall true hearts ev-’ry-where their high com - mu - nion find;
3 Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, what-e’er your race may be.
4 In  Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north;
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but one com-mu - ni - ty of love through-out the whole wide earth.
his ser-vice 1is the gold-en cord close bind - ing hu - man-kind.
All  chil-dren of the liv-ing God are sure - ly kin to me.

all  Christ-ly souls are one in him through-out the whole wide earth.
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*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God.
PRAYER BELL — POSTLUDE: Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love — arr. Mark Sedio

The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way that helps to send you out!

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 — Hymns: Copyright © Onelicense A-731311
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Music: MCKEE, African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866-1949

Text: John Oxenham, 1852-1941, alt.



TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY:

PREACHING AND PRESIDING: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
ORGANIST & PIANIST: Kimberly Utke Svanoe

TRUMPET & FLUGELHORN: Rolf Svanoe

CANTOR: Tom Buresh

ASSISTING MINISTER: Bob Larson

LECTOR /READER: Bob Naslund

USHERS: Jim Biedermann, Lyle Otte

GREETER: Donna Bahr

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Matt Bills

FELLOWSHIP: Lyle Otte, Bev Sheridan, Donna Bahr, Ann & Bob Naslund, Jon Lund,
Carol Hasvold, Cheryl Donlon, Laurie Biedermann, Elizabeth Kaschins

HAPPY SUMMER! During Fellowship Hour, there will be a basket of outdoor
activities, including bubbles, frisbees, and more, placed on the back patio for kids of
all ages to enjoy during these summer months! Please let Gabby know if anything is
broken or needs to be replaced!

CELEBRATE ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF HARLAND NELSON: All are warmly invited
to help commemorate a century of Harland Nelson! Join in the celebration at Barthell
Eastern Star Home at 911 Ridgewood Drive in Decorah on Saturday, August 9th at
2 PM. Please, no presents!

PASTOR KRISTEN WILL BE ON VACATION from Wednesday, August 6 through
Tuesday, August 12t Information about pastoral coverage will be forthcoming.

AUGUST VBS: Our last VBS event of the summer is coming up in a couple EI E
weeks! Join us on August 20th at 6pm for a meal, crafts, games, and e
music! Our theme for this month will be Earth, how it grounds us, and how

to care for it! Sign up using the QR code or on our website under SIGN-
UPS.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS: Mark your calendars for Sunday, August 24th,
and plan to bring in your backpack, work bag, lunchbox, or anything else, to receive
a special blessing as we begin the new school year! All bags will also receive a
special bag tag.

WE HAVE A NEW BISHOP! The Rev. Yehiel Curry was elected as the new Presiding
Bishop of the ELCA! The election took place on July 30th, during the ELCA Gathering
Convention in Phoenix. Hailing from Chicago, Bishop Curry brings over a decade of
experience as a pastor and mission developer of Shekinah Chapel, as well as Bishop
of the Metro Chicago Synod. His work as Presiding Bishop will begin in October,
upon the retirement of Bishop Eaton.




A CONVERSATION ABOUT NAME TAGS: We are preparing to have permanent
name tags for our congregation to wear during worship. The use of name tags helps
build community for newcomers and seasoned worshippers alike. In the process of
preparing for name tags, the question of whether we are including pronouns has
arisen. Some people wonder, “why are pronouns necessary or desired? do | have to
do that?” While the use of pronouns on your name tag will be optional, we believe it
will be helpful to have conversation about why this has come into use and why
people have started listing pronouns under their name. This is an important topic for
our inclusion of the LGBTQIA2+ community.

Please join us for a conversation on this topic on August 24th, during fellowship
time after worship.

SUMMER MUSIC AT GOOD SHEPHERD: Music Director Brooke Joyce invites
everyone to sing or play with a Pick-Up Choir, Band, or Handbells this summer! All
are welcome! Watch for dates for these summer pick-up ensembles.



Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy

Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. There are no time constraints
to our care for others as we offer their needs up to God. People on the prayer list are welcome to remain there for
as long as is needed.

Those with health concerns:

o Linda Schmidt « Ginny Olson

« Ed Epperly « Haisleigh — children’s hospital, lowa
« Barbara, mother of Christy Vrtis City

o Anthony McCabe e LaVerne Ramsey

« Lise Kildegaard o Scott Ulring

« Bob Wilson « Phillip Swanson

« Mickey Slind « Harland Nelson

« Scott Barnes « Dennis Martin, Marv & Mickey
« Jon Wendling Slind’s brother-in-law

o Elizabeth Hermeier o Carrie Solberg

o James Barth o Jutta Anderson

Those serving the needs of others:
« Martha Monson Lowe
« Maryn Olson, Director of Lutheran Disaster Response
o Pastor Kathryn Thompson as she serves higher education students through LuMin
in La Crosse

To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email
Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org or call (563) 382-3963.



This Week at Good Shepherd

Today, Sunday, August 3'd: 8" Sunday after Pentecost
Worship at 9:30 AM; Sanctuary; with Holy Communion
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
Fellowship Time: 10:45 AM; Fellowship Hall; treats provided by the Blue Flock

Monday, August 4th:  Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM
AL/ANON: 6:30 PM; Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, August 5*:  Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM
Lectionary Bible Study: 9:30 AM; Library
Stewardship Committee Meeting: 4:30 PM; Library
Education Committee Meeting: 5:30 PM; Library

Wednesday, August 6*: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM

Thursday, August 7th:  Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM
Racial Justice Team Meeting: 5:30 PM

Friday, August 8': CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
lowa Migrant Movement for Justice Legal Clinic: 3 PM-7:30 PM; Fellowship Hall

Sunday, August 10': 9* Sunday after Pentecost
Worship at 9:30 AM; Sanctuary; with Holy Communion
Fellowship Time: 10:45 AM; Fellowship Hall; treats provided by the Blue Flock

Looking ahead:

Wednesday, August 20t
Good Shepherd VBS; 6 PM; Good Shepherd Courtyard
Sunday, August 24th:
Blessing of the Backpacks, during Worship
A Conversation about Nametags and Pronouns, during Fellowship



Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
701 lowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101
(563) 382-3963  office@goodshepherddecorah.org

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! It is a joy to worship with you. You are

welcome to enjoy really great coffee, juice, treats, and conversation
down the hall after worship — follow the crowd. Sit anywhere!

In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ
partner congregation, affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual
orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions, and our commitment to anti-
racism work so that all may participate fully in the life of our congregation. We are
an AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant Minors with
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities.

ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION. It is Christ’s table and
Christ is the host. Instructions are included in the communion section of the Order of
Worship.

RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT: This Statement was approved at the
annual meeting of the congregation on February 6th, 2022. It was
developed through the work of the Racial Justice Team which held
listening sessions with the congregation. Find the full statement at
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the code.

The Good Shepherd buildings are Carbon Neutral /Net Zero Energy use.

GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF:
Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt

(563) 202-0780 pastorkristen(@goodshepherddecorah.org
Brooke Joyce; Music Director

music@goodshepherddecorah.org

Tristan Occhipinti; Office and Building Manager
tristan(@goodshepherddecorah.org

Gabby Bizal; Community Engagement Coordinator
gabby@goodshepherddecorah.org

Mike Sammons; Custodian




