GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture psaim 100:3

I came to bring fire
to the carth,

and how 1 wish
it were already kindled!
Luke 12.49

August 17, 2025 — 10th Sunday after Pentecost
ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD.

God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect
to all, including those who may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection. We
rely on the healing, unconditional love of God to shape our community in the
name of the Good Shepherd.

There is more information about our ministry on the back of the bulletin.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

rise in body or spirit when indicated by *

GATHERING

PRAYER BELL — PRELUDE: Andante et Scherzo — Louis Ganne (played by Mikaela
Hiner)

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

We gather in the name of the triune God T our healer, our hope and our only
home. Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own
way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the
abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and
generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, you
forgive us. You do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the
path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith.

In the cross of I Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN: Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 843 Red Book
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark-ness with a

2 Praise the One who blessed the chil -dren with a
3 Praise the one true love
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lib - er - at-ing light;
strong yet gen-tle word;
in - car - nate: Christ, who suf-fered in our place;
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praise the One who frees the pris-’ners, turn-ing blind-ness
praise the One who drove out

in - to sight.
de - mons with a pierc-ing, two-edged sword.

Je - sus died and rose for man - y that we may know God by grace.
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Praise the One who preached the gos - pel, heal-ing ev - ’ry dread dis -ease,
Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;
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Let us sing for joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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calm - ing storms and feed-ing thou-sands with the ver - y bread of peace. ?

from this well comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in  ev-’ry land. g

Praise the one re -deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one. E
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Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repositorv of Sacred Music, PartII, 1813

T

y

)

j

=y

Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*GREETING: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*KYRIE:
In peace, in peace let us pray to the Lord. (to Refrain)
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. (to Refrain)

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. (to Refrain)

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray
to the Lord. (to Refrain)

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

O God,

judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share
your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of
bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the
pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:23-29

23 Am | a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off2 24 Who can hide in
secret places so that | cannot see them? says the Lord. Do | not fill heaven and earth?
says the Lord. 25| have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my
name, saying, “l have dreamed! | have dreamed!” 2¢ How long? Will the hearts of
the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies and who prophesy the deceit

of their own heart? 27 They plan to make my people forget my name by their
dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for

Baal. 28 Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my
word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says

the Lord. 2% s not my word like fire, says the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks a
rock in pieces?

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 82 — Read responsively

1 God stands to charge the divine coun- | cil assembled,
giving judgment in the midst | of the gods:

2“How long will you | judge unjustly,
and show favor | to the wicked?

3 Save the weak | and the orphan;
defend the hum- | ble and needy;

4rescue the weak | and the poor;
deliver them from the power | of the wicked.
5They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander a- | bout in
darkness;
all the foundations of the | earth are shaken.

*Now | say to you, | ‘You are gods,
and all of you children of | the Most High;

7 nevertheless, you shall | die like mortals,

and fall like | any prince.’”

8 Arise, O God, and ! rule the earth,
for you shall take all nations | for your own.



KIDS’ TIME

SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:29-12:2

29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when
the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of
Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. 3! By faith Rahab the
prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received
the spies in peace.

32 And what more should | say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who through faith
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of
lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made
strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to
flight. 3> Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing
to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. 3¢ Others suffered
mocking and flogging and even chains and imprisonment. 3’ They were stoned to
death; they were sawn in two; they were killed by the sword; they went about in
skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented 38 of whom the world was
not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains and in caves and holes in the
ground.

39 Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what
was promised, 40since God had provided something better so that they would not,
apart from us, be made perfect.

121 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run

with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus, the pioneer
and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him

endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right
hand of the throne of God.

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL READING: Luke 12:49-56
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 47 “l have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how | wish it were
already ablaze! °°| have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what constraint |
am under until it is completed! ! Do you think that | have come to bring peace to the
earth? No, | tell you, but rather division! 32 From now on five in one household will be
divided, three against two and two against three; >3 they will be divided:
father against son
and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

>4 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,” and so it happens. °> And when you see the
south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,” and it happens. 3¢ You
hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do
you not know how to interpret the present time?2”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY: When Pain of the World Surrounds Us 704 Red Book

com.

alid license from copyright administrator.

c. www.strathdeemusic.
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I When pain of the world sur - rounds us  with dark-ness and de -
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grace, your sav. - 1ing word that gud - ed a
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false hopes ev-'ry - where, when lives are starved for mean - ing and
waste-ful - ness and greed. May we with stead-fast car - ing the
pur - pose to ful - fill. May we with hum - ble cour - age be
strug - gling hu-man race. O God, with all cre - a - tion, your
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fu - ture we em - brace. We are called to fol-low Je - sus and
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let God’s heal - ing flow through us.
let God’s jus - tice flow through us.
let God’s Spir - it flow through us.
let God’s chang - es flow through us.
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Music: CALLED TO FOLLOW, Jim Strathdee
Text and music © 1978 Desert Flower Musi

Text: Jim Strathdee, b. 1941

Duplication in

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Response is: Gracious God, hear our prayer.
*PEACE OF CHRIST: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

We share peace by waving to those worshipping online or through the public access
channel and then with those in the sanctuary.



MEAL
OFFERTORY MUSIC: Passamezzo Antico — Elias Ammerbach

OFFERTORY SONG:
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and put a new and right spir - it with-in me.
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Cast me not a-way from your pres - ence,
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And do not take your ho - ly spir - it from me.
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Re-turn to me the joy of your sal - va tion.
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Cre-ate in me a clean heart O God,
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and put a new and right spir - it with-in me.

*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray... Amen.




*GREAT THANKSGIVING

Heav'n and earth are full

& your glo - ry, Ho-san
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It is right to give our thanks and  praise.
It is indeed right... join their unending hymn:
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who comes

in the name of the Lord

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION — THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught

us: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’'s table.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God
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~—— grant  us peace, grant us peace.

SPECIAL MUSIC: | Will Lift Mine Eyes — Peter Cornelius (sung by Colin and Gwen
Thompson)



COMMUNION HYMN: O Jesus, | Have Promised

810 Red Book
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1 O Je - sus, 1 have prom-ised to serve you to the end;
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ev - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak-ing in  ac - cents clear and still
4 O Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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re - main for - ev - er near me, my mas -ter and my friend.
I see the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds I  hear.
a - bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be too.
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I shall not fear the bat - tle if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er near me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, 1 have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide. §§
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin. I8
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul. =3
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TABLE BLESSING
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray... Amen.
SENDING

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS
*BLESSING



*SENDING SONG: How Firm A Foundation

796 Red Book
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When through fi - 'ry tri - als your path - way shall lie,
4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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is laid for your faith in Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for I am your God and will still give you  aid;
my grace, all -suf - fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - 'reign, e - ter - nal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What  more can he  say than to  you he has  said
riu strength - en you, help you, and cause you to  stand,
The flames shall not hurt you; I on - ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a - dorn,
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*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God.
PRAYER BELL — POSTLUDE: Euphonic Sounds — Scott Joplin

The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way that helps to send you out!

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 — Hymns: Copyright © Onelicense A-731311
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY:

PREACHING AND PRESIDING: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt

ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce

CANTOR: Melanie Folkerts

ASSISTING MINISTER: Bob Naslund

LECTOR/READER: Brian Caton

USHERS: Lyle Otte, Ann Naslund

GREETER: Charilyn Hover

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Aidan Nalean-Carlson

FELLOWSHIP: Lyle Otte, Bob Larson, Ann and Bob Naslund, Jon Lund, Clara Knudson
1B

AUGUST VBS: Our last VBS event of the summer is this week! Join us this
Wednesday, August 20th at 6pm for a meal, crafts, games, and music! e
Our theme for this month will be Earth, how it grounds us, and how to care &%

for it! Please sign up today using the QR code or on our website under
SIGN-UPS.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS: Mark your calendars for next Sunday, August
24th, and plan to bring in your backpack, work bag, lunchbox, or anything else, to
receive a special blessing as we begin the new school year! All bags will also
receive a special bag tag.

A CONVERSATION ABOUT NAME TAGS: We are preparing to have permanent
name tags for our congregation to wear during worship. The use of name tags helps
build community for newcomers and seasoned worshippers alike. In the process of
preparing for name tags, the question of whether we are including pronouns has
arisen. Some people wonder, “why are pronouns necessary or desired? do | have to
do that?” While the use of pronouns on your name tag will be optional, we believe it
will be helpful to have conversation about why this has come into use and why
people have started listing pronouns under their name. This is an important topic for
our inclusion of the LGBTQIA2+ community.

Please join us for a conversation on this topic next Sunday, August 24th, during
fellowship time after worship.
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HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY: All high school students and parents of high school
students are invited to attend a meeting regarding high school ministry for this school
year! The meeting will take place following worship on August 31st. We will
gather in the Gathering Space directly outside of the Sanctuary. This meeting will
cover the schedule, we will gather input regarding what students want to talk about
or cover this year, and an opportunity for a High School retreat at the end of
October. Please plan to join us!

WEDNESDAY EVENING EDUCATION: The school year is fast
approaching, which brings with it a new program year! This fall, we will
be introducing a new model of education time on Wednesday evenings,
with an all-ages meal at 5:30pm and time for education for everyone
PreK-8th grade, as well as adults, from é6pm-7pm. High School students will be
gathering on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month, for an evening of food,
fellowship, and learning. Please register your kids and youth using the QR code
here or at the link on our website under "Sign-Ups". We are looking forward to
being with all of you during this time!







Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy

Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. There are no time constraints

to our care for others as we offer their needs up to God. People on the prayer list are welcome to remain there for

as long as is needed.

Those with health concerns:
« Glenda Wuest
« Diane Borness
« Alex Anderson
« Naomi Craft
« Linda Schmidt
o Ed Epperly
« Barbara, mother of Christy Vrtis
o Anthony McCabe
 Lise Kildegaard
« Bob Wilson
« Mickey Slind
« Scott Barnes
« Jon Wendling

Those serving the needs of others:
e« Martha Monson Lowe

Elizabeth Hermeier

James Barth

Ginny Olson

Haisleigh — children’s hospital, lowa
City

LaVerne Ramsey

Scott Ulring

Phillip Swanson

Harland Nelson

Dennis Martin, Marv & Mickey
Slind’s brother-in-law

Carrie Solberg

Jutta Anderson

« Maryn Olson, Director of Lutheran Disaster Response
o Pastor Kathryn Thompson as she serves higher education students through LuMin

in La Crosse

To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email
Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org or call (563) 382-3963.



This Week at Good Shepherd

Today, Sunday, August 17h: 10t Sunday after Pentecost
Worship at 9:30 AM; Sanctuary; with Holy Communion
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
Fellowship Time: 10:45 AM; Fellowship Hall; treats: Blue Flock
Eat, Play, Love Potluck: 4:30-6:30 PM; Phelps Park
Beer & Hymns: 6 PM; Pulpit Rock Brewing Company

Monday, August 18t%: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM
Fellowship Committee Meeting: 5 PM; Library
AL/ANON: 6:30 PM; Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, August 19t: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM
Bible Study with Pastor Kristen: 9:30 AM; Library
Congregation Council Meeting: 7 PM; Library

Wednesday, August 20": Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM
Vacation Bible School: 6 PM; Courtyard

Thursday, August 21+t: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM
EPIC Scholarship Committee Meeting: 12:45 PM; Library

Friday, August 22"d: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-12 PM

Sunday, August 24": 11t Sunday after Pentecost — Blessing of the Backpacks
Worship at 9:30 AM; Sanctuary; with Holy Communion
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
Fellowship Time: 10:45 AM; Fellowship Hall; treats: Blue Flock
A community conversation about name tags and pronouns: during Fellowship

Looking ahead:
Registration is open for Sunday School and confirmation! See the
announcements for details.



Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
701 lowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101
(563) 382-3963  office@goodshepherddecorah.org

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! It is a joy to worship with you. You are

welcome to enjoy really great coffee, juice, treats, and conversation
down the hall after worship — follow the crowd. Sit anywhere!

In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ
partner congregation, affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual
orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions, and our commitment to anti-
racism work so that all may participate fully in the life of our congregation. We are
an AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant Minors with
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities.

ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION. It is Christ’s table and
Christ is the host. Instructions are included in the communion section of the Order of
Worship.

RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT: This Statement was approved at the annual
meeting of the congregation on February 6th, 2022. It was developed
through the work of the Racial Justice Team which held listening sessions with
the congregation. Find the full statement at
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the code.

The Good Shepherd buildings are Carbon Neutral /Net Zero Energy use.

GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF:
Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
(563) 202-0780 pastorkristen(@goodshepherddecorah.org
Brooke Joyce; Music Director
music@goodshepherddecorah.org
Tristan Occhipinti; Office and Building Manager
tristan(@goodshepherddecorah.org

Gabby Bizal; Ministry and Communications Coordinator and Youth Director
gabby@goodshepherddecorah.org

Mike Sammons; Custodian




