GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture psaim 100:3

LARGE PRINT EDITION

August 10, 2025 — 9th Sunday after Pentecost
ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD.

God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect
to all, including those who may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection. We
rely on the healing, unconditional love of God to shape our community in the
name of the Good Shepherd.

There is more information about our ministry on the back of the bulletin.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

rise in body or spirit when indicated by *

GATHERING
PRAYER BELL — PRELUDE: Heather — Claude Debussy
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

We gather in the name of the triune God T our healer, our hope and our only
home. Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own
way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the
abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and
generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, you
forgive us. You do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the
path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God'’s children through faith.

In the cross of & Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN: The God of Abraham Praise vs. 1-3 831 Red Book
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1 The God of A-brham praise, who reigns en-throned a - bove;
2 The God of A-brham praise! At your su-preme com - mand
3 The God of A-brham praise! Your all - suf - fi - cient grace
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An - cient of ev - er - last-ing days, and God of love—

from earth I rse and seek the joys at  your right hand.
shall guide me all my pil - grim days in  all my ways.
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“1 Am the One 1 Am”— by earth and heav’'n con - fessed;

1 all on earth for - sake— its wis - dom, fame, and pow’'r—
You deign to call me friend; you call  your-self my God!
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I bow and bless the sa - cred name for - ev - er blest.
and you my on - ly por- tion make, my shield and tow’T.
And you will save me to the end through Je - sus’ blood.

SEESEES S

Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799, alt., based on the Yigdal, c. 14th cent.
Music: YIGDAL, Jewish melody; arr. Meyer Lyon, 1751-1797
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*GREETING: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*KYRIE
In peace, in peace let us pray to the Lord. (to Refrain)



? I sm— /—-__\___
”» oy -
~ - [ 7] ' [ 7]
@ =+ : ‘—.—‘ S—, | — & L ]r
. . g
Ky-ri-e e - le - 1 - son. Lord, have mer-
5 ! B
| A 1 PT el
B { o W—— - ¢ ©o
d ~— r —] —TI S—
-4 4 o
S ———
- cy up - on us.
e —
#{; — e — :
- &
'@ e i ‘g ~— {
e — ~— B
j\-/
Chri-ste e - le - i - son. Christ, have mer-
94
* v A\ \ -
@'—) e e J—
- Cy up - On us.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. (to Refrain)

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. (to Refrain)

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray
to the Lord. (to Refrain)

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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A - men. A - - . . men.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Almighty God,

you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our hearts
to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you
appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-6

! After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be
afraid, Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said,
“O Lord God, what will you give me, for | continue childless, and the heir of my
house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring,
so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But the word of the Lord came to him,
“This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your

heir.” > He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if
you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants

be.” ¢ And he believed the Lord, and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 33: 12-22 (read responsively)

12Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord!
Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage!
13The Lord looks down from heaven,
and sees all humankind.
14 God sits firmly enthroned and watches
all who dwell on the earth.
15 God fashions all their hearts
and observes all their deeds.
16 A king is not saved by the size of the army,
nor are warriors rescued by their great strength.
17 The horse gives vain | hope for victory;
despite its great strength it cannot save.
8 Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O Lord,
upon those who wait for your steadfast love,
19to deliver their lives from death,
and to keep them alive in time of famine.
20 Qur innermost being waits for you, O Lord,
our helper and our shield.
21 Surely, our heart rejoices in you,
for in your holy name we put our trust.
22 Let your loving kindness, O Lord, be upon us,
even as we place our hope in you.



SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we understand that the
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from
things that are not visible.

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he
was fo receive as an inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he was going.
?By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign
land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same
promise. '0For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect
and builder is God. '! By faith, with Sarah’s involvement, he received power of
procreation, even though he was too old, because he considered him faithful who
had promised. '2 Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead,
descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable
grains of sand by the seashore.”

13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and
foreigners on the earth, '“for people who speak in this way make it clear that they
are seeking a homeland. '°If they had been thinking of the land that they had left
behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 14 But as it is, they desire a
better homeland, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be
called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.

KIDS’ TIME

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia!



*GOSPEL READING: Luke 12:32-40
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to

give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief

comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also.

35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 3¢ be like those who are
waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open

the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom
the master finds alert when he comes; truly | tell you, he will fasten his belt and have

them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes during the
middle of the night or near dawn and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.

39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was

coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. “° You also must be ready,
for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY: Keep Your Lamps Trimmed

949 Purple Book
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1 Keep your lamps trimmed and burn - ing, keep your
2 Dark-er mid - night lies be - fore us, dark - er
3 Lo, the morn - ing  soon is break - ing, lo, the
4 Keep your lamps trimmed and burn - ing, keep your
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lamps trimmed and  burn - ing, keep your lamps
mid - night lies be - fore us, dark -er mid - night
morn - ing  soon is break - ing, lo, the morn - ing
lamps trimmed and bum - ing, keep your lamps
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trimmed and  bum - ing, for this work’s  al- most done.
lies be - fore us, for this work’s  al- most done.
soon is break - ing, for this work’s  al - most done.
trimmed and burn - ing, for this work’s al- most done.
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chil-dren, don’t  grow wea - 1y, for this  work’s al-most done.
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Music: KEEP YOUR LAMPS, African American spiritual

Text: African American spiritual




*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Response is: God of grace, hear our prayer.
*PEACE OF CHRIST: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

We share peace by waving to those worshipping online or through the public access
channel and then with those in the sanctuary.

MEAL
OFFERTORY MUSIC: Touch the Earth Lightly — Shirley Erena Murray/Swee Hong Lim

OFFERTORY SONG:

Cast me not a-way
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Re-turn to me the joy of  your sal - va - tion.
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*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray... Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right... join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY sing once in unison, then in canon
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Bless'd is he who comes in the name of the Lord

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’s table.



COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God
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COMMUNION HYMNS: Have No Fear Little Flock 764 Red Book
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1 Have no fear, Iit-tle flock; have no fear, Iit - tle
2 Have good cheer, Iit-tle flock; have good cheer, Iit - tle
3 Praise the Lord high a - bove;  praise the Lord high a -
4 Thank -ful hearts raise to God; thank - ful hearts  raise to
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flock, for the Fa - ther has cho - sen to
flock, for the Fa - ther will keep you in
bove, for he stoops down to  heal you, up -
God, for he stays close be - side you, in
0| .
J\/ ! ! ! - I
() ud P I P I
Y | - - P » »- P
give you the king - dom; have no fear, lit - tle  flock!
his love for - ev - er; have good cheer, Iit - tle flock!
lift and re - store you; praise the Lord high a - bove!
all things  works with you; thank - ful  hearts raise to  God!

Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jillson, b. 1931, sts. 24
Music: LITTLE FLOCK, Heinz Werner Zimmermann, b. 1930
Text and music © 1973 Concordia Publishing House.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




The King of Love My Shepherd Is 502 Red Book
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1 The King of love my shep - herd is, whose good - ness

2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, my  ran - somed

3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, but yet in

4 In death’s dark vale | fear no 1l, with thee, dear
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5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!
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6 And so, through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877
Music: ST. COLUMBA, Irish tune



TABLE BLESSING
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray... Amen.
SENDING

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS
*BLESSING

*SENDING SONG: O God, Our Help in Ages Past (vs. 1-3, 6) 632 Red Book
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1 O God, our help in a - ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un - der the shad-ow  of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;

3 Be - fore the hills 1n or - der stood or earth re-ceived i1ts frame,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense 1is sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end-less years the  same.
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6 O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last
and our eternal home!

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt.
Music: ST. ANNE, William Croft, 1678-1727

*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God.
PRAYER BELL — POSTLUDE: Country Club — Scott Joplin

The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way that helps to send you out!



Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 — Hymns: Copyright © Onelicense A-731311
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY:
PREACHING: James Barth

PRESIDING: Pastor Marion Pruitt-Jefferson

ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce

CANTOR: Reg Laursen

ASSISTING MINISTER: Bob Naslund

LECTOR /READER: Jane Borelli

USHERS: Carson Eggland, Jim Biedermann

GREETER: Donna Bahr

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Keegan Joyce
FELLOWSHIP: Charilyn Hover, Ann & Bob Naslund, Bob Larson, Bev Sheridan, Jon
Lund, Laurie Biedermann, Cheryl Donlon, Clara Knudson



HAPPY SUMMER! During Fellowship Hour, there will be a basket of outdoor
activities, including bubbles, frisbees, and more, placed on the back patio for kids of
all ages to enjoy during these summer months! Please let Gabby know if anything is
broken or needs to be replaced!

PASTOR KRISTEN WILL BE ON VACATION through Tuesday, August 12th,
Information about pastoral coverage will be forthcoming.

AUGUST VBS: Our last VBS event of the summer is coming up in a couple
weeks! Join us on August 20th at 6pm for a meal, crafts, games, and
music! Our theme for this month will be Earth, how it grounds us, and how
to care for it! Sign up using the QR code or on our website under SIGN-
UPS.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS: Mark your calendars for Sunday, August 24th,
and plan to bring in your backpack, work bag, lunchbox, or anything else, to receive
a special blessing as we begin the new school year! All bags will also receive a
special bag tag.

SUMMER MUSIC AT GOOD SHEPHERD: Music Director Brooke Joyce invites
everyone to sing or play with a Pick-Up Choir, Band, or Handbells this summer! All
are welcome! Watch for dates for these summer pick-up ensembles.

A CONVERSATION ABOUT NAME TAGS: We are preparing to have permanent
name tags for our congregation to wear during worship. The use of name tags helps
build community for newcomers and seasoned worshippers alike. In the process of
preparing for name tags, the question of whether we are including pronouns has
arisen. Some people wonder, “why are pronouns necessary or desired? do | have to
do that?” While the use of pronouns on your name tag will be optional, we believe it
will be helpful to have conversation about why this has come into use and why
people have started listing pronouns under their name. This is an important topic for
our inclusion of the LGBTQIA2+ community.

Please join us for a conversation on this topic on August 24th, during fellowship
time after worship.

WEDNESDAY EVENING EDUCATION: The school year is fast
approaching, which brings with it a new program year! This fall, we will
be introducing a new model of education time on Wednesday evenings,
with an all-ages meal at 5:30pm and time for education for everyone
PreK-8th grade, as well as adults, from é6pm-7pm. High School students
will be gathering on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month, for an evening of food,
fellowship, and learning. Please register your kids and youth using the QR code
here or at the link on our website under "Sign-Ups". We are looking forward to
being with all of you during this time!







Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy

Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. There are no time constraints

to our care for others as we offer their needs up to God. People on the prayer list are welcome to remain there for

as long as is needed.

Those with health concerns:

Diane Borness, sister of Marilyn
Anderson

Alex Anderson

Naomi Craft

Linda Schmidt

Ed Epperly

Barbara, mother of Christy Vrtis
Anthony McCabe

Lise Kildegaard

Bob Wilson

Mickey Slind

Scott Barnes

Jon Wendling

Those serving the needs of others:

Martha Monson Lowe

Elizabeth Hermeier

James Barth

Ginny Olson

Haisleigh — children’s hospital, lowa
City

LaVerne Ramsey

Scott Ulring

Phillip Swanson

Harland Nelson

Dennis Martin, Marv & Mickey
Slind’s brother-in-law

Carrie Solberg

Jutta Anderson

Maryn Olson, Director of Lutheran Disaster Response
Pastor Kathryn Thompson as she serves higher education students through LuMin

in La Crosse

To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email
Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org or call (563) 382-3963.



This Week at Good Shepherd

Today, Sunday, August 10': 9t Sunday after Pentecost
Worship at 9:30 AM; Sanctuary; with Holy Communion
Preaching: James Barth
Presiding: Pastor Marion Pruitt-Jefferson
Fellowship Time: 10:45 AM; Fellowship Hall; treats provided by the Blue Flock

Monday, August 11t: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM
AL/ANON: 6:30 PM; Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, August 12t: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM
Bible Study: 9:30 AM; Library.

Wednesday, August 13%: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM
Communion Services at Eastern Star, Wellington and Aase Haugen Senior
Living
Thursday, August 14: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM
Friday, August 15%: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-12 PM

Sunday, August 17th: 10% Sunday after Pentecost
Worship at 9:30 AM; Sanctuary; with Holy Communion
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
Fellowship Time: 10:45 AM; Fellowship Hall; treats provided by the Blue Flock
Eat, Play, Love Potluck: 4:30-6:30 PM; Phelps Park
Beer & Hymns: 6 PM; Pulpit Rock Brewing Company

Looking ahead:
Wednesday August 20t: Good Shepherd VBS
Sunday, August 24™: Blessing of the Backpacks
Community conversation about nametags



Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
701 lowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101
(563) 382-3963  office@goodshepherddecorah.org

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! It is a joy to worship with you. You are

welcome to enjoy really great coffee, juice, treats, and conversation
down the hall after worship — follow the crowd. Sit anywhere!

In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ
partner congregation, affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual
orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions, and our commitment to anti-
racism work so that all may participate fully in the life of our congregation. We are
an AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant Minors with
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities.

ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION. It is Christ’s table and
Christ is the host. Instructions are included in the communion section of the Order of
Worship.

RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT: This Statement was approved at the

[m] 3 [w]
annual meeting of the congregation on February 6th, 2022. It was g‘ﬂi&?
developed through the work of the Racial Justice Team which held [E?r%:

listening sessions with the congregation. Find the full statement at
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the code.

The Good Shepherd buildings are Carbon Neutral /Net Zero Energy use.

GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF:
Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
(563) 202-0780 pastorkristen@goodshepherddecorah.org
Brooke Joyce; Music Director
music@goodshepherddecorah.org
Tristan Occhipinti; Office and Building Manager
tristan(@goodshepherddecorah.org

Gabby Bizal; Ministry and Communications Coordinator and Youth Director
gabby@goodshepherddecorah.org

Mike Sammons; Custodian




