
 

 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
… We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture … 

Psalm 100:3 

 
July 13th, 2025 – 5th Sunday after Pentecost 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH. 
God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect 

to all, including those who may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection.  

We rely on the healing, unconditional love of God to shape our community in the 
name of the Good Shepherd.  

The Good Shepherd buildings are Carbon Neutral/Net Zero Energy use. 

There is more information for you on the back of the bulletin. 



 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
*at asterisk, please stand in body or spirit.  

GATHERING 
PRAYER BELL – PRELUDE 
WELCOME 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
We gather in the name of the triune God ☩ our healer, our hope and our only 
home.  
Amen. 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, you forgive us. You do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life. 
Amen. 
You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. 
In the cross of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 
Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN: God is Here        526 Red Book
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

*GREETING: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

*KYRIE 

 



 

 
 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
O Lord God,  
we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy set us free 
from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is evil, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30: 9-14  

 
9 The Lord your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your undertakings, 
in the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For 
the Lord will again take delight in prospering you, just as he delighted in prospering 
your ancestors, 10 when you obey the Lord your God by observing his 
commandments and decrees that are written in this book of the law, because you 
turn to the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 
  11 Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too hard for 
you, nor is it too far away. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will go 
up to heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe 
it?” 13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, “Who will cross to the other 
side of the sea for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe 
it?” 14 No, the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you 
to observe. 
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 

Moses calls the people who are about to enter the promised land to renew the covenant God 
made with their ancestors. Through this covenant God gives life and asks for obedience. 

God’s commandment is neither burdensome nor too far off, but dwells in the people’s hearts. 



 

 
 

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10 

Refrain: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul, to you I lift my soul. 
sung once by the cantor, them by the congregation 
  
2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3 Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.  
 
REFRAIN 
 
 4 Show me your ways, O Lord, 
  and teach me your paths.  
 5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation;  

in you have I trusted all the day long.  
 

REFRAIN 
 
 6 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your 
goodness, O Lord.   
 
REFRAIN 
 
 8 You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 9 You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
 10 All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.  
 
REFRAIN 
 
Text: Psalm 25:4-5,8-9,12-14: Marty Haugen ©1982, GIA Publications, Inc.; refrain trans. ©1969, ICEL 
Music: Marty Haugen ©1982, GIA Publications, Inc. 

  



 

 
 

SECOND READING: Colossians 1:1-14  

 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 
  2 To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae: 
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 
 
  3 In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 4 for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have 
for all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard 
of this hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel 6 that has come to you. Just as 
it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit 
among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of 
God. 7 This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful 
minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 and he has made known to us your love in the 
Spirit. 
  9 For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you 
and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully 
pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the 
knowledge of God. 11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from 
his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, 
while joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness 
and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

  

For Paul, baptism is a powerful bond that unites people not only with God but with 
other believers. Those who call themselves children of God experience a 

transformation that removes prejudices of race, social class, or gender in favor of 
true unity in Christ. 



 

 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: p. 5 

 
GOSPEL READING: Luke 10:25-37 

  
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you 
read there?” 27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do 
this, and you will live.” 
  29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and 
fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving 
him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he 
saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling 
came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34 He went to him 
and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on 
his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took 
out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I 
come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do 
you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37 He 
said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON: Would You Be My Neighbor?               Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
 

Jesus is challenged to explain what is involved in obeying the greatest 
commandment. He tells a parable rich in surprises: those expected to show pity 

display hard hearts while the lowly give and receive unexpected and lavish mercy. 



 

 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY:  O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate   721 Red Book 

 

  



 

 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Response is: God of grace, hear our prayer. 

*PEACE OF CHRIST: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
We share peace by waving to those worshipping online or through the public access 
channel and then with those in the sanctuary. 

MEAL 
OFFERTORY MUSIC 

OFFERTORY SONG: Goodness is Stronger than Evil     721 Red Book 

 



 

 
 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray… Amen. 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
It is indeed right, … join their unending hymn: 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: 

 



 

 
 

 
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION – THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE:  

LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 
HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’s table. 
COMMUNION SONG: 

 
 



 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS:  Lord Whose Love in Humble Service   712 Red Book 

      
  



 

 
 

Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart       800 Red Book 

 



 

 
 

Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love        708 Red Book 

 
 

TABLE BLESSING  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:  
SENDING 

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

*BLESSING  

  



 

 
 

SENDING SONG: We All Are One In Mission    576 Red Book 

 



 

 
 

DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER BELL – POSTLUDE 
The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way that helps to send you out!  

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 – Hymns: Copyright © OneLicense  
A-731311 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY: PREACHING AND 
PRESIDING: Pastor Liz Bell, Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt; ORGANIST & PIANIST: 
Jonathon Struve CANTOR: Reg Laursen; ASSISTING MINISTER: Anne Clausen; 
LECTOR/READER: Anne Clausen; USHERS: John Moeller, Blair Shaffer; GREETER: 
Norma Refsal; AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Aidan Nalean-Carlson; FELLOWSHIP: 
Jane Jakoubek, Lindy Moeller, Gloria Hove, Ruth Hasvold, Kathi Wild, Erica Yaneff 
HAPPY SUMMER! During Fellowship Hour, there will be a basket of outdoor 
activities, including bubbles, chalk, frisbees, and more, placed on the back patio for 
kids of all ages to enjoy during these summer months! Please let Gabby know if 
anything is broken or needs to be replaced! 

VOLUNTEER FOR THE KRUMKAKE PROJECT!  Good Shepherd has 
been a part of Nordic Fest since it began in 1966. Join the tradition this 
year and volunteer to help make or package krumkake at the church, 
demonstrate making krumkake at the fest, or selling krumkake at the 

booth! This is something that people of all ages can participate in! Sign-up sheets 
are in the Gathering Space or use the QR code to the left to use the Sign-Up 
Genius! 

GOOD SHEPHERD VBS! Good Shepherd is kicking off a summer of VBS! 
This summer, we will be gathering on the last Wednesday of every 
month for an evening of fellowship and faith formation! We will begin 
with a simple meal, move into a time of games, crafts, and activities, and 
end with a fire and music (and maybe even some s’mores!) Please plan 
to join us for our next evening on July 30th at 6:00pm. Sign Up using the QR 
code to the right, or on our website under ‘sign-ups’.   

SUMMER MUSIC AT GOOD SHEPHERD: Music Director Brooke Joyce invites 
everyone to sing or play with a Pick-Up Choir, Band, or Handbells this summer! All 
are welcome! There are also opportunities for solos or small ensembles. If you are 
interested, contact Brooke at wbjoyce3@gmail.com, and watch for dates for the 
summer pick-up ensembles.  



 

 
 

DONATE TO LUTHERAN DISTASTER RESPONSE IN TEXAS:   
“Lutheran Disaster Response holds those impacted by the flooding in 
and around Hill Country in our prayers. We are working with the  
Southwestern Texas Synod to accompany them through this tragic 
situation, and will be supporting their efforts to respond and help the 
community recover.” (from Lutheran Disaster Response Facebook). Use 
the QR code to the right to donate directly through the LDR give 
platform or indicate on your offering to designate to LDR.  
 

Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy 
Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. There are no 
time constraints to our care for others as we offer their needs up to God. People on the prayer list 

are welcome to remain there for as long as is needed. 

Those with health concerns: 
• Ed Epperly 
• Barbara, mother of Christy Vrtis 
• Anthony McCabe 
• Lise Kildegaard 
• Bob Wilson 
• Mickey Slind 
• Scott Barnes 
• Jon Wendling 
• Elizabeth Hermeier 
• James Barth 
• Ginny Olson 

• Haisleigh – children’s hospital, Iowa 
City 

• Wanda Rueber 
• LaVerne Ramsey 
• Scott Ulring 
• Phillip Swanson 
• Harland Nelson 
• Dennis Martin, Marv & Mickey 

Slind’s brother-in-law 
• Carrie Solberg 
• Jutta Anderson 

Those serving the needs of others: 
• Martha Monson Lowe 
• Maryn Olson, Director of Lutheran Disaster Response 
• Pastor Kathryn Thompson as she serves higher education students through LuMin 

in La Crosse 
To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email 
Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org or call (563) 382-3963. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ELCALDR?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVrP5-3HofDt-eVAkO2sgUmxo_winylMP9pprHBYHkGEl5XWYCLs7dD5srbXgd9NbW9QUuKRC-fuTmcUp6rCKqFc7W4YVEy1CEXYJQVVyTnAPhtq2a5hWhgLMcsHs3bJvsUO_Fjl0QEFAWDIBRN_isFFdiVCNKYFRTKYsFJpi6FyO63krYGyza1DRFzmLUob5uDjScbSDGVGPJCd0p4s92ceOiPjUEcLgEsmLa0KWjbrg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/swtsynod?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVrP5-3HofDt-eVAkO2sgUmxo_winylMP9pprHBYHkGEl5XWYCLs7dD5srbXgd9NbW9QUuKRC-fuTmcUp6rCKqFc7W4YVEy1CEXYJQVVyTnAPhtq2a5hWhgLMcsHs3bJvsUO_Fjl0QEFAWDIBRN_isFFdiVCNKYFRTKYsFJpi6FyO63krYGyza1DRFzmLUob5uDjScbSDGVGPJCd0p4s92ceOiPjUEcLgEsmLa0KWjbrg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/swtsynod?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVrP5-3HofDt-eVAkO2sgUmxo_winylMP9pprHBYHkGEl5XWYCLs7dD5srbXgd9NbW9QUuKRC-fuTmcUp6rCKqFc7W4YVEy1CEXYJQVVyTnAPhtq2a5hWhgLMcsHs3bJvsUO_Fjl0QEFAWDIBRN_isFFdiVCNKYFRTKYsFJpi6FyO63krYGyza1DRFzmLUob5uDjScbSDGVGPJCd0p4s92ceOiPjUEcLgEsmLa0KWjbrg&__tn__=-%5dK-R


 

 
 

Good Shepherd Worship Schedule 
Today, Sunday, July 13th: 5th Sunday after Pentecost  
 Worship at 9:30 AM; Sanctuary; with Holy Communion 
 Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
 Fellowship Time: 10:45 AM; Fellowship Hall; treats: Green Flock 

Monday, July 14th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM 
AL/ANON: 6:30 PM; Fellowship Hall 
Krumkake Baking: 9am & 1pm; Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, July 15th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM 
Lectionary Bible Study: 9:30 AM; Library 
Krumkake Baking: 9am & 1pm; Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, July 16th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM 
Krumkake Baking: 9am & 1pm; Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, July 17th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-4 PM 
Krumkake Baking: 9am & 1pm; Fellowship Hall 

 Mission Endowment Fund Committee Meeting: 12:45pm 

Friday, July 18th: Church Office Hours: 9 AM-12 PM 
Krumkake Baking: 9am & 1pm; Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, July 20th: 6th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Worship at 9:30 AM; Sanctuary; with Holy Communion 
 Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
 Fellowship Time: 10:45 AM; Fellowship Hall; treats: Green Flock 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
701 Iowa Ave. Decorah, IA 52101 

(563) 382-3963 office@goodshepherddecorah.org 

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS: It is a joy to worship with you. You 
are welcome to enjoy really great coffee, juice, treats, and 
conversation down the hall after worship – follow the crowd. Sit 
anywhere! 
In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ 
partner congregation, affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual 
orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions, and our 

commitment to anti-racism work so that all may participate fully in the life of our 
congregation. We are an AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying 
Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION. It is Christ’s table and 
Christ is the host. Instructions are included in the communion section of the Order of 
Worship. 
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME HERE! We welcome and encourage kids to move and 
play. A nursery with toys and activity bags is available. Mothers are welcome to 
nurse anywhere that works.  
RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT: This Statement was approved at the 
annual meeting of the congregation on February 6th, 2022. It was 
developed through the work of the Racial Justice Team which held 
listening sessions with the congregation. Find the full statement at 
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the 
code. 

The Good Shepherd buildings are Carbon Neutral/Net Zero Energy use. 

GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF: 
Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
 (563) 202-0780 pastorkristen@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Brooke Joyce; Music Director 
 music@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Tristan Occhipinti; Office and Building Manager 
 tristan@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Gabby Bizal; Ministry and Communications Coordinator and Youth Director 
 gabby@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Mike Sammons; Custodian 


