
 

 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
… We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture … 

Psalm 100:3 

LARGE PRINT EDITION 
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Sunday, July 6, 2025 – 4th Sunday after Pentecost 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH. 
God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect 
to all, including those who may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection. We 
rely on the healing, unconditional love of God to shape our community in the 

name of the Good Shepherd.  
In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner congregation, 

affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender 
expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so that all may participate fully in the life 
of our congregation. We are an AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant 

Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. 

The Good Shepherd buildings are Carbon Neutral/Net Zero Energy use. 

Welcome guests! There is more information for you on the back of the bulletin. 



 

 
 

  



 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship – ELW (red book)  

All Creation Sings – ACS (purple book) 
Page numbers (P.) in front of the red hymnal, (#) in back of ELW/ACS 

congregational responses in bold; rise in body or spirit when indicated by * 

GATHERING 
PRAYER BELL – PRELUDE: Prelude – George Gershwin 
WELCOME AND GREETING  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
We gather in the name of the triune God ☩ our healer, our hope and our only 
home.  
Amen. 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, you forgive us. You do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life. 
Amen. 
You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. 
In the cross of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 
Amen. 
 
  



 

 
 

GATHERING HYMN: ELW 887 This is My Song 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
*GREETING: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

*KYRIE 

 
Leader: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
(refrain) 

Leader: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and 
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. (refrain) 

Leader: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 
pray to the Lord. (refrain) 

Leader: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
O God,  
the Father of our Lord Jesus, you are the city that shelters us, the mother who 
comforts us. With your Spirit accompany us on our life’s journey, that we may 
spread your peace in all the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 66: 10-14 

 
 10 Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, 
  all you who love her; 
 rejoice with her in joy, 
  all you who mourn over her— 
 11 that you may nurse and be satisfied 
  from her consoling breast; 
 that you may drink deeply with delight 
  from her glorious bosom. 
 
 12 For thus says the Lord: 
 I will extend prosperity to her like a river, 
  and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream; 
 and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm, 
  and dandled on her knees. 
 13 As a mother comforts her child, 
  so I will comfort you; 
  you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 
 
 14 You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; 
  your bodies shall flourish like the grass; 
 and it shall be known that the hand of the Lord is with his servants, 
  and his indignation is against his enemies.  
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
  

Those who returned from the exile found that the hopes for the glorious restoration of Judah 
were not completely fulfilled. For these disappointed people, the prophet envisions salvation 

in the image of a nursing woman. Mother Jerusalem and a mothering God remind the 
community how they are sustained and supported. 

 



 

 
 

PSALM: Psalm 66: 1-9 
1 Be joyful in God, | all you lands; 
  be joyful, | all the earth. 
 2 Sing the glory | of God’s name; 
  sing the glory | of God’s praise. 
 3 Say to God, “How awesome | are your deeds! 
  Because of your great strength your enemies | cringe before you. 
 4 All the earth bows | down before you, 
  sings to you, sings | out your name.”  
 5 Come now and see the | works of God, 
  how awesome are God’s deeds | toward all people. 
 6 God turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the wa- | ter on 
foot, 
  and there we re- | joiced in God. 
 7 Ruling forever in might, God keeps watch o- | ver the nations; 
  let no rebels ex- | alt themselves. 
 8 Bless our | God, you peoples; 
  let the sound of | praise be heard. 
 9 Our God has kept us a- | mong the living 
  and has not allowed our | feet to slip.  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

“Bear one another’s 
burdens, and so fulfill the 
law of Christ.” 

 Galatians 6:2 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  

 



 

 
 

GOSPEL READING: Luke 10: 1-11, 16-20 

  
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs 
to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2 He said to them, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers into his harvest. 3 Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like 
lambs into the midst of wolves. 4 Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no 
one on the road. 5 Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ 6 And if 
anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, 
it will return to you. 7 Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they 
provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to 
house. 8 Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set 
before you; 9 cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has 
come near to you.’ 10 But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, 
go out into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, 
we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come 
near.’ ” 
  16 “Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and 
whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.” 
  17 The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons 
submit to us!” 18 He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of 
lightning. 19 See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and 
over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not 
rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in 
heaven.”  
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON: Happy Interdependence Day  

  

Jesus commissions harvesters and laborers to go where he would go and do what he 
would do. Risking hardship and danger in exchange for the experience of great joy, 

they offer peace and healing as signs that the reign of God is near. 
 



 

 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 659 Will You Let Me Be Your Servant 

 
 



 

 
 

*APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the Virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Response is: God of grace, hear our prayer. 

*PEACE OF CHRIST: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
We share peace by waving to those worshipping online or through the public access 
channel and then with those in the sanctuary. 
  



 

 
 

MEAL 
OFFERTORY MUSIC: Chester – William Billings 

OFFERTORY SONG:  

 
*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray… Amen. 
  



 

 
 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION – THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, Almighty God, through our Savior, Jesus Christ, who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life. So, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
  



 

 
 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: Sing once in unison, then in canon: font – center - pulpit  

 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 
HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’s table. 
• This morning, we will be communing at the altar rail, kneeling or standing.  
• Ushers will direct up you the altar area where you’ll be offered gluten and dairy free 

bread. 
• Egg-free wheat wafers are also available.  
• You may choose either the red wine or white grape juice. 
• There is a tray there to put your empty glasses. 
• If you prefer only a blessing, indicate by placing your hands over your heart. 
• Communion is served in the pews for those who wish to remain seated. 
• For those not worshiping in this space with us, Christ is present wherever you are. 
• All are welcome – no exceptions! This is Jesus’ table, and it is set for all. 
  



 

 
 

COMMUNION SONG: 

 
 

  



 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS:  ELW 656 Blest Be the Tie that Binds 

 
  



 

 
 

ELW 674 Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ 

 
  



 

 
 

ELW 668 O Zion, Haste 

 



 

 
 

 
TABLE BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Let us pray… Amen. 
  



 

 
 

SENDING 

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BLESSING  

*SENDING SONG: ELW 665 Rise, Shine, You People 

 

 
*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER BELL – POSTLUDE: Wall Street Rag – Scott Joplin 
The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way that helps to send you out!  

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 – Hymns: Copyright © OneLicense  
A-731311 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY: PREACHING AND 
PRESIDING: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt; ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce; 
CANTOR: Melanie Folkerts; ASSISTING MINISTER: Bob Felde; LECTOR/READER: 
David Schaffer; USHERS: Bonnie and Chris Johnson; GREETER: Gloria Hove: 
AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Aidan Nalean-Carlson; FELLOWSHIP: Carrie Solberg, 
Marty Steele, Bob Felde, Norma Refsal, Kathi Wild, Gloria Hove 



 

 
 

Today's offertory is by William Billings, a Revolutionary War-era composer. "Chester" is 
a hymn commemorating victory over the British and begins: "Let tyrants shake their iron 
rod, And Slav’ry clank her galling chains, We fear them not, we trust in God, New 
England’s God forever reigns." 

HAPPY SUMMER! During Fellowship Hour, there will be a basket of outdoor 
activities, including bubbles, chalk, frisbees, and more, placed on the back patio for 
kids of all ages to enjoy during these summer months! Please let Gabby know if 
anything is broken or needs to be replaced! 

VOLUNTEER FOR THE KRUMKAKE PROJECT!  Good Shepherd 
has been a part of Nordic Fest since it began in 1966. Join the 
tradition this year and volunteer to donate supplies, help make 
or package krumkake at the church, demonstrate making 
krumkake at the fest, or selling krumkake at the booth! This is 
something that people of all ages can participate in! Sign-up 
sheets are in the Gathering Space or use the QR code to the 
left to use the Sign-Up Genius! 

GOOD SHEPHERD VBS! Good Shepherd is kicking off a 
summer of VBS! This summer, we will be gathering on the last 
Wednesday of every month for an evening of fellowship and 
faith formation! We will begin with a simple meal, move into a 
time of games, crafts, and activities, and end with a fire and 
music (and maybe even some s’mores!) Please plan to join us 
for our next evening on July 30th at 6:00pm. Sign Up using 
the QR code to the right, or on our website under ‘sign-ups’.   

SUMMER MUSIC AT GOOD SHEPHERD: Music Director Brooke Joyce invites 
everyone to sing or play with a Pick-Up Choir, Band, or Handbells this summer! All 
are welcome! There are also opportunities for solos or small ensembles. If you are 
interested, contact Brooke at wbjoyce3@gmail.com, and watch for dates for the 
summer pick-up ensembles.  
  



 

 
 

Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy 
Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. There are no 
time constraints to our care for others as we offer their needs up to God. People on the prayer list 

are welcome to remain there for as long as is needed. 

Those with health concerns: 
• Anthony McCabe 
• Barbara, mother of Christy Vrtis 
• Lise Kildegaard 
• Bob Wilson 
• Mickey Slind 
• Scott Barnes 
• Jon Wendling 
• Elizabeth Hermeier 
• James Barth 
• Ginny Olson 
• Haisleigh – children’s hospital, Iowa 

City 

• Wanda Rueber 
• LaVerne Ramsey 
• Scott Ulring 
• Phillip Swanson 
• Harland Nelson 
• Dennis Martin, Marv & Mickey 

Slind’s brother-in-law 
• Ingrid Callaghan 
• Carrie Solberg 
• Jutta Anderson 

Those in a time of crisis: 
• Mike Sammons, our staff custodian, and his family (Rachael Munn and daughters 

Althea and Eleanor), in the wake of a house fire 
Those who grieve: 
• Sara Hopkins and family, upon the death of her father Haakon Andreasen on 

Friday, June 6th. 
Those serving the needs of others: 
• Martha Monson Lowe 
• Maryn Olson, Director of Lutheran Disaster Response 
• Pastor Kathryn Thompson as she serves higher education students through LuMin 

in La Crosse 
To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email 
Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org or call (563) 382-3963. 
 

  



 

 
 

This Week at Good Shepherd 
Today, July 6th: 4th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Worship at 9:30 AM; Sanctuary; with Holy Communion 
 Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
 Fellowship Time: 10:45 AM; Fellowship Hall; treats provided by Green Flock 

Monday, July 7th:  
Church Office Hours: 9am-4pm  
Gluten Free Krumkake Baking: talk to Bev Sheridan 

Tuesday, July 8th: 
 Church Office Hours: 9am -4pm 

Gluten Free Krumkake Baking Day: talk to Bev Sheridan 
 Lectionary Bible Study: 9:30am in the Good Shepherd Library 
 Stewardship Committee Meeting: 4:30pm in the Good Shepherd Library 

Wednesday, July 9th: 
 Church Office Hours: 9am -4pm 
 Eastern Star Communion Service: 10am 
 Aase Haugen Communion Service: 2:30pm 

Thursday, July 10th: 
 Church Office Hours: 9am – 4pm 

Friday, July 11th: 
 Church Office Hours: 9am – 12pm 

Krumkake Supplies Due - please place supplies in the kitchen refrigerator and  
    cross your name off the list. Thank you! 

Sunday, July 13th: 5th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Worship at 9:30 AM; Sanctuary; with Holy Communion 
 Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
 Fellowship Time: 10:45 AM; Fellowship Hall; treats provided by Green Flock 

Krumkake Batter Preparation: 1pm-2pm, Good Shepherd Kitchen 
 
 



 

 
 

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS and especially to Luther College Students! It is 
a joy to worship with you. You are welcome to enjoy really great coffee, juice, 
treats, and conversation down the hall after worship – follow the crowd. Sit 
anywhere! 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION. It is Christ’s table and 
Christ is the host. Instructions are included in the communion section of the Order of 
Worship. 
THE PRESENCE, ENERGY, AND NOISE OF CHILDREN ARE MOST WELCOME HERE! 
The sound of a child in worship is the sound of a new Christian being formed. This 
congregation is glad to share in this work. We welcome and encourage kids to move 
and play. A nursery with toys and activity bags is available. Mothers are welcome 
to nurse anywhere that works.  
RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT: This Statement was approved at the 
annual meeting of the congregation on February 6th, 2022. It was 
developed through the work of the Racial Justice Team which held 
listening sessions with the congregation. Find the full statement at 
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the 
code. 
 
 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF: 
Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
   (563) 202-0780 
   pastorkristen@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Brooke Joyce; Music Director 
Tristan Occhipinti; Office & Building Manager 
Gabby Bizal; Ministry and Communications  
                        Coordinator and Youth Director 
   gabby@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Mike Sammons; Custodian 

 Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church 

701 Iowa Ave 
Decorah, IA 52101 

 
(563) 382-3963 

goodshepherddecorah.org 
office@goodshepherddecorah.org 


