
 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
… We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture … 

Psalm 100:3 

LARGE PRINT EDITION 

 
May 4, 2025 – Third Sunday of Easter 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH. 
God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect 
to all, including those who may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection. We 
rely on the healing, unconditional love of God to shape our community in the 

name of the Good Shepherd.  
In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner congregation, 

affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender 
expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so that all may participate fully in the life 
of our congregation. We are an AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant 

Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. 

The Good Shepherd buildings are Carbon Neutral/Net Zero Energy use. 

Welcome guests! There is more information for you on the back of the bulletin. 



 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship – ELW (red book)  

All Creation Sings – ACS (purple book) 
Page numbers (P.) in front of the red hymnal, (#) in back of ELW/ACS 

congregational responses in bold; rise in body or spirit when indicated by * 

GATHERING 
PRAYER BELL – PRELUDE: Largo – Antonín Dvořák 
The prelude is a time when we allow the musical offering to quiet our hearts and minds 
as we prepare for worship.  
WELCOME  
GATHERING HYMN: ACS 933 Day of Delight and Beauty Unbounded 

 



 

 

 
*GREETING: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

HYMN OF PRAISE: 

 



 

 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-6 

 
1 Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to 
the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if 
he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound 
to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a 
light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice 
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 He asked, “Who are you, 

Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent persecutor of all who followed the Way of 
Christ. This reading recounts the story of his transformation beginning with an 

encounter with Jesus Christ on the way to Damascus. 



 

 

Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But get up and 
enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.”  
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 30 Refrain sung; verses spoken 

 
 1 I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lifted me up 
  and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 
 2 O Lord my God, I cried out to you, 
  and you restored me to health. 
 3 You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; 
  you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 
 4 Sing praise to the Lord, all you faithful; 
  give thanks in holy remembrance. Refrain 
 5 God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime. 
  Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning. 
 6 While I felt secure, I said, 
  “I shall never be disturbed. 
 7 You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.” 
  Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear. 
 8 I cried to you, O Lord; 
  I pleaded with my Lord, saying, 
 9 “What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit? 
  Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 
 10 Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; 
  O Lord, be my helper.”  



 

 

 11 You have turned my wailing into dancing; 
  you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy. 
 12 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; 
  O Lord my God, I will give you thanks forever. Refrain 

 
SECOND READING: Revelation 5:11-14 

 
11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and 
the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and 
thousands of thousands, 12 singing with full voice, 
 “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 
 to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
 and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in 
the sea, and all that is in them, singing, 
 “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 
 be blessing and honor and glory and might 
 forever and ever!” 
14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and 
worshiped. 
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic worship around 
the throne. At its center is “the Lamb who was slain.” 

 



 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  

 
GOSPEL READING: John 21:1-19  
The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to 
the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered 
there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in 
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to 
them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out 
and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
  4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know 
that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They 
answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, 
and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in 
because there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It 
is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, 
for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the 
boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a 
hundred yards off. 
  9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and 
bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So 
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred 
fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus 
said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask 
him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the 
bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third 
time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
  15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of 
John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I 
love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A second time he said to him, 



 

 

“Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I 
love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, 
“Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third 
time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you, when you 
were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But 
when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a 
belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” 19 (He said this to 
indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, 
“Follow me.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 
*HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 854 Blessing and Honor (verses 1, 2, and 4) 

 



 

 

 
*NICENE CREED: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 



 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Response is: God of new life, hear our prayer. 

*PEACE OF CHRIST: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
We share peace by waving to those worshipping online or through the public access 
channel and then with those in the sanctuary. 

MEAL 
OFFERTORY MUSIC: Alleluia – David Hogan 

*OFFERTORY SONG: ELW 674 Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ (verses 1 & 3) 

 

  
*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray… Amen. 

*INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNION: For Christians, standing is the stance of 
rejoicing. Thus, we always stand for communion in these fifty days of rejoicing. 
 



 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING – HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: 

 
It is indeed right… join their unending hymn: 

 
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION – THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 



 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’s table. 
• Worshippers will stand at the altar rail. 
• Communion is served in the pews for those who wish to remain seated. 
• If you prefer only a blessing, indicate by placing your hands over your heart. 
• Gluten and dairy free bread and red wine/white grape juice are available to all.  
• Egg-free wheat wafers are also available.  
• Please place your wine and juice cups in the tray as you return to your pew.  
COMMUNION SONG:  

 



 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS: ELW 491 Come, Let Us Eat 

 

 
  



 

 

ELW 167 Now the Feast and Celebration 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

ELW 661 I Love to Tell the Story 

 



 

 

 

TABLE BLESSING  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

PRAYER FOR NEW INTERIM PASTOR: 
Leader: Today we continue to give thanks to God for the ministry God has 

given to the people of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. The 
congregation council has asked Pastor Susan Friedrich to be our 
next interim pastor, to serve among us in this final leg of our interim 
journey. 



 

 

Pastor: I pledge to you my commitment as a minister of the Gospel among 
you: I will pray for you, listen to you, and assist you in the tasks of 
this transition period, encouraging and guiding you as we move 
through these next six weeks together. 

Congregation: We, the people of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, receive you 
as a servant of God and pledge our partnership as we continue 
to use the gifts God has given us in the ministries of the Gospel 
in this place: in worship, prayer, education, witness, service, 
hospitality, and stewardship. 

Leader: Pastor Susan, we welcome you as the interim pastor of Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church. May God bless us and continue to lead 
us all as we embark on this last leg of interim time, preparing us for 
both the current and future ministry of the church in this place. 

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

SENDING 
SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BLESSING  

SENDING SONG: ACS 991 Go to the World 
 

  



 

 

 
DISMISSAL: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

PRAYER BELL – POSTLUDE: Alleluia – W. A. Mozart 
The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way that helps to send you out!  

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 – Hymns: Copyright © OneLicense  
A-731311 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY: PREACHING AND 
PRESIDING: Pastor Susan Friedrich; ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce; VIOLINIST: 
Anishka Vogl; ASSISTING MINISTER: Cindy Bellrichard; LECTOR/READER: Harland 
Nelson; USHERS: Russ Freerking, the Bellrichard family; AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: 
Alex Bodnar; FELLOWSHIP: Marie and Russ Freerking, the Bellrichard family, Jutta 
Anderson, Kathy Buzza. 

Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy 
Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. 
There are no time constraints to our care for others as we offer their needs up to God. 

People on the prayer list are welcome to remain there for as long as is needed. 

Those with health concerns: 
• Lise Kildegaard 
• Anne Clausen 
• Bob Wilson 
• Mickey Slind 
• Scott Barnes 
• Jon Wendling 
• Elizabeth Hermeier 
• James Barth 
• Ginny Olson 
• Haisleigh – children’s hospital, Iowa 

City 

• Wanda Rueber 
• LaVerne Ramsey 
• Scott Ulring 
• Phillip Swanson 
• Harland Nelson 
• Dennis Martin, Marv & Mickey 

Slind’s brother-in-law 
• Ingrid Callaghan 
• Carrie Solberg 
• Jutta Anderson 

 



 

 

Those who grieve: 
• Pete and Kari Espinosa and their families, upon the deaths of Pete’s sister on 

Sunday, March 23rd and Kari’s nephew on Tuesday, March 18th. 
• Glendalu Wuest and family, upon the death of her husband Dick Wuest on 

Monday, March 3rd. 
To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email 
Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org or call (563) 382-3963. 

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS and especially to Luther College Students! It is 
a joy to worship with you. You are welcome to enjoy really great coffee, juice, 
treats, and conversation down the hall after worship – follow the crowd. Sit 
anywhere! 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION. It is Christ’s table and 
Christ is the host. Instructions are included in the communion section of the Order of 
Worship. 
THE PRESENCE, ENERGY, AND NOISE OF CHILDREN ARE MOST WELCOME HERE! 
The sound of a child in worship is the sound of a new Christian being formed. This 
congregation is glad to share in this work. We welcome and encourage kids to move 
and play. A nursery with toys and activity bags is available. Mothers are welcome 
to nurse anywhere that works.  
RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT: This Statement was approved at the 
annual meeting of the congregation on February 6th, 2022. It was 
developed through the work of the Racial Justice Team which held 
listening sessions with the congregation. Find the full statement at 
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the 
code. 
 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF: 
Pastor Susan Friedrich 
   (563) 422-7882  
   pastorsusan@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Brooke Joyce; Music Director 
Tristan Occhipinti; Office & Building Manager 
Gabby Bizal; Ministry and Communications  
                        Coordinator and Youth Director 
Mike Sammons; Custodian 

 Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church 

701 Iowa Ave 
Decorah, IA 52101 

 
(563) 382-3963 

goodshepherddecorah.org 
office@goodshepherddecorah.org 


