
 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
… We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture … 

Psalm 100:3 

LARGE PRINT EDITION 

 
May 18, 2025 – Fifth Sunday of Easter  

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH. 
God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect 
to all, including those who may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection. We 
rely on the healing, unconditional love of God to shape our community in the 

name of the Good Shepherd.  
In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner congregation, 

affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender 
expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so that all may participate fully in the life 
of our congregation. We are an AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant 

Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. 

The Good Shepherd buildings are Carbon Neutral/Net Zero Energy use. 

Welcome guests! There is more information for you on the back of the bulletin. 



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship – ELW (red book)  

All Creation Sings – ACS (purple book) 
Page numbers (P.) in front of the red hymnal, (#) in back of ELW/ACS 

congregational responses in bold; rise in body or spirit when indicated by * 

GATHERING 
PRAYER BELL – PRELUDE: The Trumpet Shall Sound, part 1 – George Frederic 
Handel 
WELCOME 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM: 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

In the name of ☩ the One 
who was, who is, and who is to come. 
Amen. 
Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, 
and called to live the baptized life, 
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
Holy God, 
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that strengthen believers 
and give new life to beloved servants of your church; 
waters that extend your boundless love 
and cross barriers of our own making.  
Baptized into you, O Living One,  
make us one as you are one. 

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, 
that our every day is shaped by these waters 
that give us our very lives in you. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. 
Amen. 
  



 

GATHERING HYMN: ELW 389 Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing (verses 1, 3, & 5) 

 
 



 

*GREETING: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

HYMN OF PRAISE: 

 



 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY: Let us pray… Amen. 
FIRST READING: Acts 11:1-8 

 
1 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had 
also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 
circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men 
and eat with them?” 4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, 
saying, 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There 
was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its 
four corners; and it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed 
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying 
to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing 
profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But a second time the voice 
answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call 
profane.’ 10 This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to 
heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the 
house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a 
distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we 
entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his 
house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will 
give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ 15 And 

In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the members 
of the Jerusalem church that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in 

Jesus’ testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized. 



 

as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the 
beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God 
gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who was I that I could hinder God?” 18 When they heard this, they were silenced. 
And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the 
repentance that leads to life.” 
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 148 
 1 Hallelujah! Praise the LORD | from the heavens; 
  praise God | in the heights. 
 2 Praise the LORD, | all you angels; 
  sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven. 
 3 Praise the LORD, | sun and moon; 
  sing praise, all you | shining stars. 
 4 Praise the LORD, heav- | en of heavens, 
  and you waters a- | bove the heavens. 
 5 Let them praise the name | of the LORD, 
  who commanded, and they | were created, 
 6 who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever, 
  giving them a law that shall not | pass away. 
 7 Praise the LORD | from the earth, 
  you sea monsters | and all deeps; 
 8 fire and hail, | snow and fog, 
  tempestuous wind, do- | ing God’s will; 
 9 mountains | and all hills, 
  fruit trees | and all cedars; 
 10 wild beasts | and all cattle, 
  creeping things and | flying birds; 
 11 sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples, 
  princes and all rulers | of the world; 
 12 young | men and maidens, 
  old and | young together. 
 13 Let them praise the name | of the LORD, 
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven. 
 14 The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all | faithful 



 

servants, 
  the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. | Hallelujah!  

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6 (reader, do not read text in box) 

 
1 I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away.” 
  5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things 
new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he 
said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. 
To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.” 
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  

 
  

John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells 
with us already. Yet we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be 

wiped away. Then we will see the new heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem. 
 
 



 

GOSPEL READING: John 13:31-35 

  
The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 
God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also 
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only 
a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 
‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34 I give you a new commandment, that you 
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 
*HYMN OF THE DAY: ACS 1038 God, We Gather as Your People 

 
 

After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his 
betrayer, Jesus speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of 

Jesus, even to death on the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ community. 



 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Response is: God of grace, hear our prayer. 

*PEACE OF CHRIST: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
We share peace by waving to those worshipping online or through the public access 
channel and then with those in the sanctuary. 

MEAL 
OFFERTORY MUSIC: The Trumpet Shall Sound, part 2 – George Frederic Handel 

  



 

OFFERTORY SONG: ELW 554 Lord, Your Hands Have Formed (verses 1 & 2) 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray… Amen. 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING – HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: 

 



 

It is indeed right… join their unending hymn: 

 
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION – THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE: In the night in which 
he was betrayed… 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: Our Father, 
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’s table. 
• Because it is a season of rejoicing, we will not kneel during the Sundays of Easter. 

This morning we’ll be communing continuously.  
• Ushers will direct up you the center aisle where you’ll be offered gluten and dairy 

free bread from me. 
• Egg-free wheat wafers are also available.  
•  Turn either to the right of the left to receive the red wine or white grape juice. 
•  There is a tray there to put your empty glasses. 
• If you prefer only a blessing, indicate by placing your hands over your heart. 
• Communion is served in the pews for those who wish to remain seated. 

 
 



 

COMMUNION SONG:  

 
COMMUNION HYMNS: ELW 482 I Come With Joy 

 



 

ELW 359 Where Charity and Love Prevail 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

ELW 379 Now The Green Blade Rises 

 
TABLE BLESSING – PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

SENDING 
SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS  

BLESSING FOR ANISHKA, GABBY, AND RYLIE 

*BLESSING  



 

SENDING SONG: ACS 950 Oh, When The Saints Go Marching In 

 
DISMISSAL: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
PRAYER BELL – POSTLUDE: Siyahamba – arr. David Marlatt 
The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way that helps to send you out!  

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 – Hymns: Copyright © OneLicense  
A-731311 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 



 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY: PREACHING AND 
PRESIDING: Pastor Susan Friedrich; ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce; CANTOR: 
Karin Martin-Hiner; ASSISTING MINISTER: Jim Buzza; LECTOR/READER: Harland 
Nelson; USHERS: Dan Raney, Kathy Buzza; AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN: Carter 
Thompson; FELLOWSHIP: Jeri and Reg Laursen, Sarah Olson, Bev Nelson, Jim and 
Kathy Buzza, and Jutta Anderson 
HAPPY SUMMER! During Fellowship Hour, there will be a basket of outdoor 
activities, including bubbles, chalk, frisbees, and more, placed on the back patio for 
kids of all ages to enjoy during these summer months! Please let Gabby know if 
anything is broken or needs to be replaced! 
CONGRATULATIONS TO Anishka Vogl and Gabby Bizal on their 
graduation from Luther College next Sunday, May 25th. Anishka has 
served as our Music Intern this semester and has graced us with her 
beautiful music. She is heading out to San Francisco to pursue a 
Master of Music in Violin Performance at the San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music. We are so thankful to you for sharing your 
gifts! Gabby began her position with us as our Ministry Director and Communications 
Coordinator at the beginning of the month, and we are so thankful to have her! 
DLC AND FLC JOINT VBS: Decorah Lutheran and First Lutheran have teamed up 
once again to host VBS! This year’s VBS will be held May 27-30 from 8:30-12, with 
a special kickoff event on May 26 from 6:15-7:15 at Decorah Lutheran Church. It 
is $20 for the first child, and $10 for each additional child in the family. It is open to 
children ages 4 – 5th grade! Posters have been hung around the building with 
information. Scan the QR code here in the bulletin or on the posters to register. Stay 
tuned for information regarding Good Shepherd’s VBS later this summer! 
EAT, PLAY, LOVE POTLUCK AND PLAYTIME: Come and spend time with other 
Good Shepherd families today for a potluck and playtime. There is no agenda or 
program, just time for fun and connection with other families of Good Shepherd. 
Please bring a dish to pass, plates and eating utensils, and a favorite game! Today, 
May 18th, 4:30-6:30, in the Fellowship Hall.  
MAY PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY MEETING: Wednesday, May 21st, 1:00-3:00pm 
in the Gathering Space. Please note that this will be the last Prayer Shawl Ministry 
meeting until next September. Yarn and patterns are available for making prayer 
shawls during the summer! 
SPRING PRODUCE IS AVAILABLE: Pastor Susan and Norman are generously 
providing fresh spring produce from their garden. The produce will be on a table 
outside the Fellowship Hall. Freewill donations are welcome and will be donated to 
the Decorah Community Food Pantry.  



 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: Sunday, June 1st, following worship, St. Grubby’s 
Day. This year St. Grubby’s Day is subtitled “Sprucing up Good Shepherd to Impress 
our New Pastor”. Mark the day on your calendar and anticipate participating in a 
fun fellowship event of a different sort! 
 

  



 

Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy 
Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. There are no 
time constraints to our care for others as we offer their needs up to God. People on the prayer list 

are welcome to remain there for as long as is needed. 

Those with health concerns: 
• Lise Kildegaard 
• Bob Wilson 
• Mickey Slind 
• Scott Barnes 
• Jon Wendling 
• Elizabeth Hermeier 
• James Barth 
• Ginny Olson 
• Haisleigh – children’s hospital, Iowa 

City 

• Wanda Rueber 
• LaVerne Ramsey 
• Scott Ulring 
• Phillip Swanson 
• Harland Nelson 
• Dennis Martin, Marv & Mickey 

Slind’s brother-in-law 
• Ingrid Callaghan 
• Carrie Solberg 
• Jutta Anderson 

Those in a time of crisis: 
• Mike Sammons, our staff custodian, and his family (Rachael Munn and daughters 

Althea and Eleanor), in the wake of a house fire 
Those who grieve: 
• Pete and Kari Espinosa and their families, upon the deaths of Pete’s sister on 

Sunday, March 23rd and Kari’s nephew on Tuesday, March 18th. 
• Glendalu Wuest and family, upon the death of her husband Dick Wuest on 

Monday, March 3rd. 
Those serving the needs of others: 
• Martha Monson Lowe 
• Maryn Olson, Director of Lutheran Disaster Response 
• Pastor Kathryn Thompson as she serves higher education students through LuMin 

in La Crosse 
To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email 
Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org or call (563) 382-3963. 
 



 

Good Shepherd Worship Schedule 
Today, Sunday, May 18th: Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 Worship at 9:30 AM; Sanctuary; with Holy Communion 
 Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Susan Friedrich 
 Fellowship Time: 10:45 AM; Fellowship Hall; treats provided by the Orange 
Flock 

Sunday, May 25th: Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 Worship at 9:30 AM; Sanctuary; with Holy Communion 
 Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Susan Friedrich 
 Fellowship Time: 10:45 AM; Fellowship Hall; treats provided by the Orange 
Flock 

Sunday, June 1st: Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 Worship at 9:30 AM; Sanctuary; with Holy Communion 
 Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Susan Friedrich 
 Fellowship Time: 10:45 AM; Fellowship Hall; treats provided by the Yellow 
Flock 
 

 



 

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS and especially to Luther College Students! It is 
a joy to worship with you. You are welcome to enjoy really great coffee, juice, 
treats, and conversation down the hall after worship – follow the crowd. Sit 
anywhere! 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION. It is Christ’s table and 
Christ is the host. Instructions are included in the communion section of the Order of 
Worship. 
THE PRESENCE, ENERGY, AND NOISE OF CHILDREN ARE MOST WELCOME HERE! 
The sound of a child in worship is the sound of a new Christian being formed. This 
congregation is glad to share in this work. We welcome and encourage kids to move 
and play. A nursery with toys and activity bags is available. Mothers are welcome 
to nurse anywhere that works.  
RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT: This Statement was approved at the 
annual meeting of the congregation on February 6th, 2022. It was 
developed through the work of the Racial Justice Team which held 
listening sessions with the congregation. Find the full statement at 
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the 
code. 
 
 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF: 
Pastor Susan Friedrich 
   (563) 422-7882  
   pastorsusan@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Brooke Joyce; Music Director 
Tristan Occhipinti; Office & Building Manager 
Gabby Bizal; Ministry and Communications  
                        Coordinator and Youth Director 
Mike Sammons; Custodian 
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Lutheran Church 

701 Iowa Ave 
Decorah, IA 52101 
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office@goodshepherddecorah.org 


