
 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
… We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture … 

Psalm 100:3 

LARGE PRINT EDITION 

 
May 11, 2025 – Fourth Sunday of Easter – Good Shepherd 

Sunday 
ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect 
to all, including those who may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection. We 
rely on the healing, unconditional love of God to shape our community in the 

name of the Good Shepherd.  
In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner congregation, 

affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender 
expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so that all may participate fully in the life 
of our congregation. We are an AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant 

Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. 

The Good Shepherd buildings are Carbon Neutral/Net Zero Energy use. 

Welcome guests! There is more information for you on the back of the bulletin. 



 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship – ELW (red book)  

All Creation Sings – ACS (purple book) 
Page numbers (P.) in front of the red hymnal, (#) in back of ELW/ACS 

congregational responses in bold; rise in body or spirit when indicated by * 

GATHERING 
PRAYER BELL – PRELUDE: Spring, II – Antonio Vivaldi (with Hayley Jackson, viola) 
The prelude is a time when we allow the musical offering to quiet our hearts and minds 
as we prepare for worship.  
WELCOME  

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM: 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

In the name of ☩ the One 
who was, who is, and who is to come. 
Amen. 
Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, 
and called to live the baptized life, 
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
Holy God, 
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that make a people your own, 
that restore to wholeness, 
and empower us to be witnesses in your name. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, 
that our every day is shaped by these waters 
that give us our very lives in you. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. 
Amen. 
  



 

 

GATHERING HYMN: ELW 825 You Servants of God (verses 1, 3, and 4) 

 
*GREETING: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  



 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE: 

 



 

 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY: Let us pray… Amen. 

FIRST READING: Acts 9:36-43 

 
36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is 
Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she 
became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room 
upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was 
there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” 39 So 
Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room 
upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other 
clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Peter put all of them 
outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, 
“Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41 He 
gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed 
her to be alive. 42 This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the 
Lord. 43 Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 23 

 1 The Lord | is my shepherd; 
  I shall not | be in want. 
 2 The Lord makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 3 You restore my | soul, O Lord, 

Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her 
kindness and her work with clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town. 
When she fell ill and died, Peter raised her back to life through the power of prayer. 



 

 

  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no 
evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever. 

SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17 

 
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They 
cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around 
the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the 
throne and worshiped God, 12 singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and 
thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! 
Amen.” 
  13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, 
and where have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” 
Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they 
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 For this 
reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his 
temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 16 They will hunger 
no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 
17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide 
them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes.” 
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is 
also the lamb who vanquishes sin and suffering. 



 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  

 
GOSPEL READING: John 10:22-30 

  
The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was 
winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the 
Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? 
If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you 
do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26 but you do 
not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I 
know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. 
No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 What my Father has given me is greater 
than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I 
are one.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 
  

Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and 
the Father are one. Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, 

follow, and will never be snatched from his hand. 



 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 782 My Shepherd, You Supply My Need 

 



 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Response is: God of grace, hear our prayer. 

*PEACE OF CHRIST: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
We share peace by waving to those worshipping online or through the public access 
channel and then with those in the sanctuary. 

MEAL 
OFFERTORY MUSIC: Ave Maria – Franz Biebl 



 

 

*OFFERTORY SONG: ELW 414 Holy God, We Praise Your Name (verses 1 and 3) 

 



 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray… Amen. 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION – THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE:  
With all the saints… and at the end draw all humanity to yourself. 
Now with all of the family you saved by your love, we shout 
blessing blessing,  
glory glory,  
and wisdom wisdom,  
thanksgiving thanksgiving, 
and honor, honor, 
power and might, power and might  
be to our God forever and ever.  
Amen. Amen! 

HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’s table. 
• Because it is a season of rejoicing, we will not kneel during the Sundays of Easter. 

This morning we’ll be communing continuously.  
• Ushers will direct up you the center aisle where you’ll be offered gluten and dairy 

free bread from me. 
• Egg-free wheat wafers are also available.  
•  Turn either to the right of the left to receive the red wine or white grape juice. 
•  There is a tray there to put your empty glasses. 
• If you prefer only a blessing, indicate by placing your hands over your heart. 
• Communion is served in the pews for those who wish to remain seated. 
COMMUNION SONG:  

 



 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS: 780 Shepherd Me, O God

 



 

 

 
 

  



 

 

ELW 425 Behold the Host Arrayed in White (verse 1) 

 



 

 

 



 

 

ELW 502 The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

 



 

 

TABLE BLESSING  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

SENDING 
SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

GRADUATION FAITH MILESTONE 

*BLESSING  

SENDING SONG: ELW 544 Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing 

 
DISMISSAL: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
PRAYER BELL – POSTLUDE: O Sing Jubilee – arr. Brad Holmes 



 

 

The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way that helps to send you out!  

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 – Hymns: Copyright © OneLicense  
A-731311 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY: PREACHING AND 
PRESIDING: Pastor Susan Friedrich; ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce; VIOLINIST: 
Anishka Vogl; ASSISTING MINISTER: Cindy Bellrichard; LECTOR/READER: Lulu & 
Poppy Bellrichard; USHERS: Brian Solberg, the Bellrichard family; AUDIOVISUAL 
TECHNICIAN: Carter Thompson; FELLOWSHIP: Sue Blom, Jeri Laursen, Miriam 
Skrade, Brian Solberg, Liza Hicken and Dan, Lulu, Poppy, Solveig Bellrichard, and 
Jutta Anderson 
Thanks to Norskkor (Mark Potvin, director) for their music this morning! 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! Today, we wish God’s blessings upon mothers, 
grandmothers, and all who offer mothering care on this Mother’s Day. May God’s 
arms also embrace all those whose family relationships are difficult, as well as those 
who mourn the loss of mother figures and children.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL WHO ARE GRADUATING! We especially celebrate 
the high school graduations of Leah Holland, daughter of Krista and Steve Holland, 
and Good Shepherd friend, Gwen Thompson, daughter of Claire Martin and 
granddaughter of Linda and Mic Martin. Gwen will be recognized for this milestone 
at her home congregation, First Lutheran.  

TODAY IS THE LAST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL for the school year. We will 
resume Sunday School this fall! 

SPECIAL MOTHER’S DAY CONCERT TONIGHT: “Together Singing One” featuring 
the Luren Singing Society, Luther College Norskkor, Decorah High School Bass Clef 
Ensembles, and the Decorah Middle School Viking Voices. Tonight, May 11 at 
7:00pm at Decorah Lutheran Church. A free-will offering will be donated to the 
Decorah Food Pantry.  

JOIN US ON NEXT SUNDAY, MAY 18 as we gather and recognize our graduating 
Luther students, as well as recognize Rylie Bucklin as our interim Youth and Children’s 
Ministry Coordinator. 

DLC AND FLC JOINT VBS: Decorah Lutheran and First Lutheran 
have teamed up once again to host VBS! This year’s VBS will be 
held May 27-30 from 8:30-12, with a special kickoff event on 
May 26 from 6:15-7:15 at Decorah Lutheran Church. It is $20 for 
the first child, and $10 for each additional child in the family. It is 



 

 

open to children ages 4 – 5th grade! Posters have been hung around the building 
with information. Scan the QR code here in the bulletin or on the posters to register. 
Stay tuned for information regarding Good Shepherd’s VBS later this summer! 

Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy 
Praying for others is a cherished ministry that everyone can participate in at any time. 
There are no time constraints to our care for others as we offer their needs up to God. 

People on the prayer list are welcome to remain there for as long as is needed. 

Those with health concerns: 
• Lise Kildegaard 
• Anne Clausen 
• Bob Wilson 
• Mickey Slind 
• Scott Barnes 
• Jon Wendling 
• Elizabeth Hermeier 
• James Barth 
• Ginny Olson 
• Haisleigh – children’s hospital, Iowa 

City 

• Wanda Rueber 
• LaVerne Ramsey 
• Scott Ulring 
• Phillip Swanson 
• Harland Nelson 
• Dennis Martin, Marv & Mickey 

Slind’s brother-in-law 
• Ingrid Callaghan 
• Carrie Solberg 
• Jutta Anderson 

Those in a time of crisis: 
• Mike Sammons, our staff custodian, and his family (Rachael Munn and daughters 

Althea and Eleanor), in the wake of a house fire 
Those who grieve: 
• Pete and Kari Espinosa and their families, upon the deaths of Pete’s sister on 

Sunday, March 23rd and Kari’s nephew on Tuesday, March 18th. 
• Glendalu Wuest and family, upon the death of her husband Dick Wuest on 

Monday, March 3rd. 
Those serving the needs of others: 
• Martha Monson Lowe 
• Maryn Olson, Director of Lutheran Disaster Response 
• Pastor Kathryn Thompson as she serves higher education students through LuMin 

in La Crosse 
To have a prayer request added to or removed from the Prayer List, please email 
Tristan at office@goodshepherddecorah.org or call (563) 382-3963. 
 



 

 

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS and especially to Luther College Students! It is 
a joy to worship with you. You are welcome to enjoy really great coffee, juice, 
treats, and conversation down the hall after worship – follow the crowd. Sit 
anywhere! 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION. It is Christ’s table and 
Christ is the host. Instructions are included in the communion section of the Order of 
Worship. 
THE PRESENCE, ENERGY, AND NOISE OF CHILDREN ARE MOST WELCOME HERE! 
The sound of a child in worship is the sound of a new Christian being formed. This 
congregation is glad to share in this work. We welcome and encourage kids to move 
and play. A nursery with toys and activity bags is available. Mothers are welcome 
to nurse anywhere that works.  
RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT: This Statement was approved at the 
annual meeting of the congregation on February 6th, 2022. It was 
developed through the work of the Racial Justice Team which held 
listening sessions with the congregation. Find the full statement at 
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the 
code. 
 
 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF: 
Pastor Susan Friedrich 
   (563) 422-7882  
   pastorsusan@goodshepherddecorah.org 
Brooke Joyce; Music Director 
Tristan Occhipinti; Office & Building Manager 
Gabby Bizal; Ministry and Communications  
                        Coordinator and Youth Director 
Mike Sammons; Custodian 
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