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PSALM 30:2, 11–12
DANCING
INTO
MOURNING

O Lord my God, 
I cried to you for help,
and you have healed me.
You have turned my mourning into dancing;
you have taken off my sackcloth
and clothed me with joy,
so that my soul may praise you
and not be silent.
I will give thanks to you forever.
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GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect  
to all, including those who may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection.  
We rely on the healing, unconditional love of God to shape our community 

 in the name of the Good Shepherd.  

 



*Gathering Song    

 
 
 
*Those who are able, stand 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
*Greeting  
All may make the sign of the cross as the presiding minister begins: 
 
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God,   
rich in mercy and full of love, 
who forgives our sin, heals our lives,  
and enfolds us with tender care. 
Blessed be God forever.  
 
*Prayer of the Day       
Let us pray. 
 
A brief silence is kept. 
 
O God of steadfast love, 
you draw near to those who call, 
crying out from their hearts. 
Hear our cries and save us, 
grant to us your grace and peace, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our healer and our hope. 
Amen. 
 
The congregation may be seated.  

Lord Jesus, You Are Our Song As We Journey. 

Our theme for the season is, “Lord Jesus, You Are Our Song As We Journey.” Each 
week we will sing a verse or two of hymn 808. Each week we will hear a homily on the 
“Theology of the Cross” as it is lived out in a context each Lenten preacher knows 
personally and deeply. Martin Luther said, “The only true theology is a theology of the 
cross, not the false theology of glory.” We need to be constantly reminded by Luther 
and Apostle Paul, the Gospel writers and the entire Scriptures, of our God who is 
revealed most clearly, not in glory but in the cross, in weakness, in suffering, in loss, in 
loneliness, pain, and sorrow. Tonight, we gather around the cross and listen and pray 
and worship together. 



Word 
Psalmody                                                                      Psalm 139 
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Lord, You Search Me Out
Psalm 139  

Text: Benjamin Splichal Larson, 1984-2010, adapt.; based on Psalm 139 
Music: Benjamin Splichal Larson, adapt.
Text and music © 2017 Renee Splichal Larson

PSALM 139
Irregular



Psalm Prayer       
Holy God,  
source of all wisdom and life, 
you know us better than we know ourselves.   
Your love encircles us wherever we go. 
In joy and in sorrow, resting and rising, 
living and dying, we pray, 
hold us fast through Jesus Christ, 
your holy Wisdom-with-us.  
Amen. 
 
Acclamation 

 
      Music @ Renee Splichal Larson           Irregular 
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Let Your Steadfast Love  

Text: based on Psalm 119:41-42
Music: Benjamin Splichal Larson
Text: ?? These are exact words from ELW 176 and those are © Augsburg
Music © 2017 Renee Splichal Larson 
ELW puts "....promised; we will trust..."

STEADFAST LOVE
Irregular



Reading 
A reading from Luke 10:25-37. 
 
After the reading: 
Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God. 
Homily 

*Hymn of the Day (verses 1 and 3) 

  



 
Prayers of Intercession    
Let us pray. 
 
Holy God,  
Source of life and love, 
you remember how we are made, 
frail as dust and fleeting as breath.     Psalm 103:14-16 
Hear our prayers; listen to our cries.    Psalm 61:1 
Encompass with mercy all who need your care. 
 
Be their light in darkness.       John 1:4-5 
Be their help in trouble.       Psalm 46:2; 18:6 
Be their shelter in distress.       Psalm 27:5  
Be their hope in sorrow.       Psalm 62:5 
Be their strength in weakness.      2 Corinthians 12:9 
Be their comfort in mourning.     Isaiah 63:2 



Be their rock in the storm.      Psalm 18:2  
Be their way through the day.      Psalm 18:32 
Be their song in the night.       Psalm 42:8 
Be their joy in the morning.       Psalm 30:5 
Be their life in death.       Colossians 3:4 
Be their peace at the last. 
The intercessor closes the prayers. 
Be their love, O God, ever be their Love, 
through Christ Jesus. Amen.  
 
Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught. 
Our Father in heaven,  
     hallowed be your name, 
     your kingdom come,  
     your will be done, 
     on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins, 
     as we forgive those who sin against us; 
Save us from the time of trial 
     and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
     are yours now and forever. Amen 

Invitation to Offering 

Prayer from our Children and Youth 

Offering and Offering Music 

The congregation is invited to place their offering in the box in front of the altar during the music 
or at any time before, during, or after the service.  



Thanksgiving       

Refrain       

 
 
As tender as parent is to child, O God, 
so gentle are you with us. 
As far as east is from west, 
so far you remove our sin. 
 
Refrain 
 
As a hen gathers her young, Christ Jesus, 
so you give refuge to your people. 
As the vine enlivens the branch,  
so you fill us with your abundant life.  
 
Refrain 
 
As rain renews parched soil, blest Spirit, 
so you cleanse and heal us. 
As the dawn awakens the earth,  
so you awaken our hearts to love. 
 
Refrain 
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Mourning into Dancing
Refrain 

MOURNING INTO DANCING REFRAIN
Irregular

Text: Benjamin Splichal Larson, 1984-2010 
Music: Benjamin Splichal Larson, adapt.
Text and music © 2017 Renee Splichal Larson



Blessing 
 

The grace of Christ Jesus, 
the love of God, 
and the unity of the Holy Spirit 
bless you, keep you 
and + give you peace. 
Amen. 

Sending Song: Grace and Peace 
 
 

  



 

 
 
 

Thank you to Dr. David Scott for proclaiming God’s word in our midst. 

Dr. David W. Scott is Director of Mission Theology and Strategic Planning at 
the General Board of Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church, where 
his work helps United Methodists around the world to reflect on the nature of 
mission and how to best join in God’s mission in the present day and age. He is 
the co-editor of the recently released book Methodism and American Empire: 
Reflections on Decolonizing the Church, and has also edited or authored 
Unlikely Friends, The Practice of Mission in Global Methodism, Methodist 
Mission at 200, Crossing Boundaries, and Mission as Globalization, as well as numerous articles and 
book chapters. He serves as the blogmaster for the UM & Global website (www.umglobal.org). He 
has taught mission, church history, world religions, and leadership at Ripon College, Eden 
Theological Seminary, Wesley Theological Seminary, Wesleyan University-Philippines, and through 
the United Methodist Course of Study. He coordinated the bicentennial celebration of the first 
Methodist mission society in the United States, has contributed to the Commission on World Mission 
and Evangelism’s work on mission from the margins and the 100th anniversary of the founding of the 
International Missionary Council, and is treasurer of the American Society of Missiology. 



Lenten Schedule 
March 12: Rev. Dr. Wanda Deifelt, Luther College Professor of Religion; Brazilian 
Lutheran pastor: Isaiah 58 
 
March 19: Dr. David Scott, Ph.D., Religious Studies with a concentration in History of 
Christianity; Director of Mission Theology and Strategic Planning at the General Board 
of Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church: Luke 10:25-37 
 
March 25: Rev. Melissa Bills, Luther College Pastor and Director of Campus Ministries 
 
April 2:  Dr. Martin Klammer, Luther College Professor of English; MA, Lutheran 
School of Theology at Chicago 
 
April 9:  Rev. Dr. Rolf Svanoe, retired ELCA pastor: Revelation 5:1-14 

All Lenten Midweek Services are available to view at 
goodshepherddecorah.org/lenten-midweek 

Reflection on the Theology of the Cross 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all musical texts and tunes are by 
Benjamin Splichal Larson. © 2017 Renee Splichal Larson 

How is faith to endure, O God, when you allow all this scrapping and tearing on us? You 
have allowed rivers of blood to flow, mountains of suffering to pile up, sobs to become 
humanity’s song—all without lifting a finger that we could see. You have allowed bonds 
of love beyond number to be painfully snapped. If you have not abandoned us, explain 
yourself. 

We strain to hear. But instead of hearing an answer we catch sight of God himself 
scraped and torn. Through our tears we see the tears of God. 

A new and more disturbing question now arises: Why do you permit yourself to suffer, O 
God? If the death of the devout costs you dear (Psalm 116:15), why do you permit it? 

— Nicholas Wolterstorff 


