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WORDS FROM PASTOR APRIL

Beloved in Jesus,

Monday, January 6, 2025 is the feast of Epiphany. We have trimmed our trees,
exchanged our gifts, sung our Christmas carols. We lit our candles against the
darkness. We listened to Luke’s cherished Christmas story.

Luke’s Christmas story is bright and happy. There is no mysterious and perhaps
illegitimate pregnancy in Luke. And what about the singing: the shepherds, the
angels, Mary, Zechariah, Simeon and more, all singing praise.

Matthew tells a darker story. It is a tale of wicked kings, massacred infants, Rachel
weeping for those children and a midnight flight into Egypt. In Matthew, the Gospel
has powerful enemies and great opposition to the redemptive purposes of God in
Christ.

Oh how we would like to stay in Luke’s Christmas story with the angels and the
shepherds and the singing and the singing and the singing....

Yet the church does not let us tarry long, lingering around the manger. The church
year moves to the feast of Epiphany away from the joy and peace of Luke’s
account to the tension-filled story of the birth of Christ according to Matthew.

Perhaps Matthew’s Christmas story is truer to the times in which we now live. We
have our “Herods” in leadership across this world. Even now children are being
killed in the Holy Land.

The list is long. We hear the cries of the people in Gaza, the West Bank, Central
America, the Ukraine, Haiti and more. The list of those suffering and dying
unnecessarily is beyond our human capacity to count.

Isaiah writes, “Arise, shine, for your light has come...” Where is this promised light?
Who has the power? Whose power is winning?

This is the issue in Matthew’s Christmas story: Who really holds the power?
Matthew writes ” Herod is frightened and all Jerusalem with him”. Herod assembles
the same group who at the end of Matthew gathers again to plot Jesus’ death. At
the beginning of Matthew and at the end the rulers of the people (Herod or Pilate)

along with the religious leaders do all they can to get rid of dangerous Jesus.

continued on next page




WORDS FROM PASTOR APRIL

Hostile authorities cannot destroy the one who not only brings the light, but is
the light that shatters the darkness of this world.

Epiphany announces that the light of Christ is not just for the Jews, but also for
us the Gentiles. The light of Christ is not just for the faithful, but the unfaithful.
It is for the worthy, but also for the unworthy. It is not just for our friends, but

for our enemies.

We, the body of Christ in this world, are a fellowship of “darkness-dispellers”,
commissioned to make known to the principalities and powers of this world that
their power is soon ending!

Come, Prince of Peace!
Pastor April

PRAYER FOR THE MONTH

offered by Jane Jakoubek

O God, we begin this new year with a jumble of hopes and fears swirling in our minds
and hearts. You know all we yearn for and all that keeps us awake at night.

God, you are eternally at work in and through creation. Be with us now!

God, you came as the rescuing and peace-bestowing Jesus. Be with us now!

God, you are with us as Spirit to encourage and guide us. Be with us in now!

Be with us each moment of this new year.

Sustain us through all that comes.

Help us find meaning and purpose each day.

Help us to choose those things that truly feed our souls.

Help us to think more about the needs of others than of ourselves.

Help us to trust that you are always at work, in and through all things.

Help us to know joy, a sure sign of your presence.

Surround us with the peace that passes all understanding, the peace that the world
cannot give.

God, you are eternally at work in and through creation. Be with us now!

God, you came as the rescuing and peace-bestowing Jesus. Be with us now!

God, you are with us as Spirit to encourage and guide. Be with us in now!

Amen.




SCRIPTURE FOR THE MONTH

January 5
2nd Sunday
of

Christmas

January 12
Baptism of
Our Lord

January 19
2nd Sunday
after
Epiphany

January 26
3rd Sunday
after
Epiphany

Old Testament
Reading

Jeremiah 31:7-14
Joy at the gathering
of God'’s scattered
flock

Isaiah 43:1-7
When you pass
through the waters,
do not fear, for I am
with you

Isaiah 62:1-5
As bridegroom and
bride rejoice, so
shall God rejoice
over you

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-
6, 8-10

Ezra reads the law

of Moses before the
people

Psalm Reading

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
All kings shall bow down
before him. (Ps. 72:11)

Psalm 29
The voice of the Lord is
upon the waters. (Ps.
29:3)

Psalm 36:5-10
We feast upon the
abundance of your house,
O Lord. (Ps. 36:8)

Psalm 19
The teaching of the Lord
revives the soul. (Ps. 19:7)

New Testament

Reading

Matthew 2:1-12
Revelation of

Christ to the

nations of Earth

Acts 8:14-17
Prayer and laying
on of hands for the

Holy Spirit

1 Corinthians

12:1-11
There are a

variety of gifts but
the same Spirit

1 Corinthians

12:12-31a

You are the body

of Christ

Gospel

John 1:1-5; 10-14;
15-18
God with us: the
incarnation of the
Word

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
The baptism of Jesus
with the descent of
the Holy Spirit

John 2:1-11
The wedding at Cana

Luke 4:14-21
Jesus reads from the
scroll of the prophet
Isaiah




THANK YOU FOR POINSETTIAS

POINSETTIA CONTRIBUTIONS
In celebration of our daughters Nora and Blair — Rebecca & David Schaffer
In memory of Bud Bahr - Donna Bahr
In memory of Richard Snow - Lise Kildegaard & Luther Snow
Connie Buresh for Family, Friends and Blessings in 2024
In memory of Don Kemp - Jane Kemp
In memory of Claude Hayes — Harriet Hayes
In memory of our parents Vernon, Ida, and Edith Naslund and Maynard and
Mimi Aakir, and our grandson Brendan Numehdahl - Ann & Bob Naslund
In memory of Mike & Carol Moe — Naomi Craft
In memory of Harley Refsal — Bob & Marilynn Larson
In memory of Glenn Nelson - Bob & Marilynn Larson
In memory of Ed Kaschins - Bob & Marilynn Larson
In memory of Paul Solberg - Bob & Marilynn Larson
In honor of our grandparents - Chris, Bonnie, Erik & Hallie Johnson
In honor of Bob & Eileen Fahrenkrug - Nancy & Jeff Roatch
In memory of our parents: Pastor Marty & Vera Silseth, and Eldon & Doris
Peterson - Kris & Dave Peterson
In memory of Arthur & Betty Van Roekel and Edgar & LeVerne Epperly - Ed &
Joyce Epperly
In memory of my parents: Heyo and Anna Kampman - Beverly Sheridan
Given in gratitude for the love, support, and prayers of the congregation
throughout my transplant journey - Stephanie Hoff
In memory of Eileen Fahrenkrug - Sara Wicks
Marv Slind

MESSAGE FROM ERICA YANEFF

Thank you, Good Shepherd, for the support and more the last three years. Good
Shepherd is a place filled with folks living, working, and learning in beautiful,
passionate, and inquisitive ways. It has been a joy to be a small part in helping you
allin this work. Now the realities and rhythms of our family are needing me to be
at home full time. We appreciate the encouragement and support as we enter this
new season as a family - we are so grateful for you all, Good Shepherd!





































