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Beloved in Jesus,

The days are shortening. The nights are getting longer. As the world laughs its “Ho,
Ho, Ho", plays its Christmas tunes, and turns on its brightest lights, the church
begins its New Year not with shouts of “Happy New Year”, or verses of Auld Lang
Syne, but in the quiet of shorter days and longer nights.

This Sunday, December 1st our new church year begins. The writer of the Gospel
of Luke becomes the main voice who brings us the wonderful good news of Jesus
throughout this whole coming year.

Advent proclaims themes of metanoia, often translated repentance but literally
meaning, to turn around, to change one’s mind. On the third Sunday of Advent
John (the Baptist) calls us to “Bear fruits worthy of repentance (metanoia)” Luke 3:8.
With the people, we respond, “what then shall we do.” John replies: “Whoever has two
coats share with one who has none. Whoever has food must do likewise”.

Sometimes the world imagines that our Advent giving before Christmas to the
hungry and clothing the poor comes from Tiny Tim in Dickens’ Christmas Carol, but
John the Baptist preaches from the wilderness shouting to us: “Share your food with
the hungry and clothe the poor.” This is a sign of your metanoia, your turning
around, your repentance in this penitential season of the church year.

Advent as our second penitential season of the Church Year invites us around the
altar rail to stand and kneel as we are able. While the world plays Jingle Bells, we
hear Luke quote Isaiah:

e Prepare the way of the Lord.

e Make his paths straight.
and John the Baptist preach:

e Bear fruits worthy of repentance

e (Clothe the poor

e feed the hungry

We who follow Jesus begin our Advent in quiet and prayer, watching and listening,
lighting just one, then two, then three, and finally four candles against the
darkness.

These Advent midweek worships we, who are Christ's body at Good Shepherd,
gather around the Sanctuary Advent Wreath to once again sing Holden Evening
Prayer. Together we watch, listen, and wait, reminding each other:

“Remember Jesus. Prepare the way. He is coming. He is coming soon!”
















































