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WELCOME TO INTERIM PASTOR:
PASTOR APRIL ULRING LARSON

On Monday, August 26th, a new, and also familiar, face

appeared in the halls of Good Shepherd. With a simple

turning of the key, she entered the Good Shepherd

Pastor’s Office, organized her books on the shelves, and

has begun her ministry among us. With gratitude we share

that Pastor April Ulring Larson has accepted our call to

serve us as our third interim pastor of 2024. Good Shepherd

has been blessed by the care, leadership, and gifts of these three excellent pastors -
Pastor David Wrightsman, Pastor Marion Pruitt Jefferson, and Pastor April Ulring
Larson - who have responded to our call through the nudging of the Holy Spirit. Pastor
April shared her respect and gratitude for the thorough and smooth transition from
Pastor Marion Pruitt Jefferson to herself, describing this as “a hand-off that can be
compared to Olympian excellence.” While Pastor April is new to some members of our
congregation, she and her husband Pastor Judd W. Larson, are also very well-known
and valued to members with a longer history at Good Shepherd.

Pastor April was born and raised in Decorah, where she was baptized, confirmed,
married, and an active member of Decorah Lutheran Church. Pastor April has known
Good Shepherd from its founding. The children of the first families were her friends
and classmates, and she has known all of the pastors who have served Good Shepherd
throughout its history. Pastor Judd was born and raised in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
He was baptized, confirmed, and an active member of First Lutheran Church in Sioux
Falls. They met as young adults at the ELCA camp Wilderness Canoe Base in the
boundary waters of Minnesota, and they were married at Decorah Lutheran Church.
During their first two years of marriage, they lived in Decorah, while Judd finished his
last two years at Luther (he will soon be celebrating his 50th class reunion!), and April
taught music in the Catholic School in Cresco. During those two years, they were
members at Washington Prairie Lutheran. Pastor April directed the adult and youth
choirs, there, and Judd served as part-time custodian. They were also the volunteer
youth directors. They spent the next four years at Wartburg Theological Seminary,
becoming pastors in February, 1978. Pastors April and Judd served their first eleven
years as co-pastors in lowa. She valued diverse opportunities and experiences,
including serving as the Global Music leadership song leader and choral director
beginning with the (1984) ALCW Convention in Detroit, then serving at several national
Global Mission Events (GME) in the ELCA

In February 1989, Pastor April accepted the call to be Assistant to the Bishop in
the Southeastern Minnesota Synod, ELCA. In the summer of 1992, five years after the
birth of the ELCA, Pastor April became the first Lutheran woman bishop in the U.S,,
and the second in the world. Pastor April served sixteen years as Bishop of the La
Crosse (Wisconsin) Area Synod. In this period, Pastor Judd served as a parish pastor in
La Crosse. ...continued on next page




WELCOME TO INTERIM PASTOR:
PASTOR APRIL ULRING LARSON

Following Pastor April's maximum allowable three terms of service, she returned to
parish ministry in 2008, accepting the call as Senior Pastor of First Lutheran Church
in Duluth, Minnesota. In 2010 Pastor Judd joined her there as a staff pastor. Pastor
April has rich experiences working with all types of congregations in transition, crisis,
or celebration.

After 36 years of active ordained service, Pastors April and Judd returned to
Decorah in 2014 to retire. Their retirement was interrupted when April had the joy of
serving as interim pastor at Good Shepherd for 9 months, between the ministries of
Pastor Mau and Pastor Amy Zalk Larson, and then as interim pastor at Washington
Prairie Lutheran Church. Pastor Judd served three semesters as an Interim Campus
Pastor at Luther College during this time. Additionally, Pastor April has served as a
Regent at Luther College for sixteen years. She has received three honorary
doctorates, one of them from Luther College. They moved to lowa City in December
2021.

All three of their children are Luther College graduates. Their twin daughters,
Katie Larson Ode MD and Amy Calhoun MD are physicians and Professors at the
University of lowa Children’s Hospital and Medical School. Their son Ben was one
semester away from becoming a pastor when he died in the Haiti earthquake on
January 12th, 2010 while doing ministry there. We will have the joy and honor this
fall of worshipping with the liturgy Ben composed, “Behold, | Make All Things New.”

Pastors April and Judd share many hobbies, including seeing their eight
grandchildren and working on their cabin in northwest Minnesota a few miles west
of Itasca State Park. Perhaps at some time we will get a taste of Pastor Judd’s
homemade applesauce!

Pastor April shares that after serving her first time as interim here, they
missed Good Shepherd, which she values as “an amazing congregation.” In
consultation with Pastor Amy Zalk Larson, they joyfully became Associate Members
of Good Shepherd. Pastor April shares, “Faith is a gift, yet a gift given in community.
She concludes, “Judd and | are so excited to walk with you in the great mission in
which the Holy Spirit is leading Good Shepherd.”

We welcome, with gratitude, Pastor April Ulring Larson, Bishop Emerita. On
Sunday, September 8th, there will be a Service of Installation included within our
worship service.
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PRAYER FOR THE MONTH

offered by Jane Jakoubek

Spirit of truth and light, be with our congregation as the call process
continues. Help us to let go of human expectations and notice the Spirit at
work in all that is unfolding. Be with us as we change, grow, make ready. Bless
each of the pastors who have served Good Shepherd and have now moved on
to other calls; may they be faithful and may their work be fruitful. Bless
Pastor April in her time with us now. Bless our new pastor, the one you have
been preparing to send here, unknown to us so far but fully known to you;
open the path for them in this time as they respond to your call. Spirit of truth
and light, fill us this day.

Spirit of truth and light, be with our nation in this time. Help us to find ways to
carry peace in our hearts, to extend peace to others, and to open our hearts
and minds to how to live out the Gospel in this challenging time. Help us to

find ways to resist all expressions of racism and to stand with our Global
Majority siblings and all who are vulnerable. Help us to trust that you are
always at work, healing people and communities, breaking down walls and
lifting burdens, and bringing forth new life. Spirit of truth and light, guide us
yet again.

Spirit of truth and light, be with us in all the struggles we face in our own lives.
Help us to name the things that scare us, the things that keep us awake at
night, the needs we cannot meet ourselves, the places in us that need healing,
and the things we are carrying for others. Help us to share the truths of our
lives with you in prayer, for it is in the hard places in our lives that you

bring healing, hope, abundance and peace. Spirit of truth and light, hear our
prayer.

WEEKLY CHOIR AND BAND
REHEARSALS RESUME:

Beginning September 4, Good Shepherd Choir and Good Shepherd Band will start
weekly rehearsals, with choir at 7:00 p.m. and band at 7:45 p.m. Everyone can attend
either or both! If you would like to play with the band (any wind or string instrument is
welcome), please let Music Director Brooke Joyce know in advance
(wbjoyce3@gmail.com), so he can have parts ready. He regularly has music for treble
and bass instruments in Bb and C. The Choir will sing during worship on Rally Sunday,
September 8, along with kids who attended Vacation Bible School.











































